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He  may  not  sit  on  any  editorial  board.  But  he 
could  have  a  lot  to  say  about  what  you  read. 

He  could  be  an  officer  with  any  Morality 
Bureau  across  the  country,  leafing  through 
magazines,  looking  for  violations  of  vague 
obscenity  laws. 

He  could  be  an  officer  of  Canada  Customs 
—  examining  the  books  and  magazines  you 
order,  deciding  on  his  own  whether  they 
might  be  "immoral  and  indecent."  If  he 
thinks  they  are,  he  can  decide  to  burn  them. 

He  could  be  an  active  member  of  any  one 
of  our  Police  Associations  —  lobbying  Parlia- 
ment for  more  stringent  obscenity  legislation. 

He  could  be  the  cop  on  your  beat,  who 
doesn't  like  what  he  sees  when  he  checks  out 
the  magazines  at  the  comer  variety  store. 


But  he's  not  the  boss.  Not  yet,  anyway, 
zmd  not  here. 

Every  battle  against  state  intervention  in 
our  right  to  read  makes  it  less  and  less  likely 
that  he  ever  will  be.  The  Body  Politic  Free  the 
Press  Fund  has  been  in  that  battle  since  the 
1977  police  raid  on  our  office,  through  the 
1979  trial  and  acquittal  and  at  every  appeal 
level  since. 

It  can't  stop  now.  The  retrial  of  The  Body 
Politic  begins  on  May  31,  1982.  We'll  be 
fighting  in  a  Toronto  courtroom  for  our  right 
to  discuss  issues  that  are  important  to  us  and 
important  to  you. 

You  helped  us  win  the  first  time  around. 
Protect  your  investment  in  free  and  out- 
spoken journalism  —  in  magazines  where  the 


boss  doesn't  wear  a  uniform.  Make  a  con- 
tribution to  The  Body  Politic  Free  the  Press 
Fund  today. 

THE 

BODY  POLITK 

FREE  THE  PRESS 

FUND 

Send  donations  to 

The  Body  Politic  Free  the  Press  Fund 

c/o  Box  7289,  Station  A,  Toronto,  Ontario, 

Canada  M5W  1X9 

Cheques  payable  to:  Lynn  King  in  Trust  for  TBP 
Information  (416)  977-6320 
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Debut:  Shared  Ground 

Long-time  readers  of  this  magazine  may 
remember  a  regular  column  called 
"Tapestries.  "  in  which  Judith  Crewe 
kept  us  up  to  date  on  the  works  of 
lesbian  small  presses.  Judith  went  on  to 
other  things  a  few  years  ago.  and  since 
then  the  territory  has  been  left  uncovered 
—  until  now.  On  page  40  of  this  issue, 
writer  Joy  Parks  introduces  the  first  in- 
stallment of  "Shared  Ground.  "  in  which 
we  hope  to  provide  regular  coverage  of 
material  written  and  published  by 
women. 

The  cover 
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Loving  support 

Gerald  Hannon's  intimate  and  well- 
written  article,  "Who  We  Were,  Who 
We  Are"  {TBP  January/ February),  got 
me  thinking  about  my  own  history.  For 
me,  and  probably  many  other  gay 
people  in  this  country,  TBP  has  been  in- 
extricably linked  to  coming  out  and 
growing  up. 

My  first  encounter  with  TBP  now 
seems  comic.  I  was  living  in  Frederic- 
ton,  making  the  first  honest  buck  of  my 


life  in  a  first  full-time  job,  married  to  a 
bright  and  sensitive  woman,  and  spend- 
ing a  few  nights  a  week  in  the  University 
of  New  Brunswick  library  completing  a 
masters  thesis.  One  evening  I  decided  to 
peek  out  from  my  closet  and  look  up 
"homosexuality"  in  the  card  catalogue. 
At  that  time  (1974)  there  were  three  en- 
tries under  the  subject.  One  of  these  was 
The  Body  Politic:  A  Journal  for  Gay 
Liberation.  (Liberation  be  damned,  I 
wanted  clarification.)  I  surreptitiously 
timed  my  approach  to  its  shelf  location 
so  as  not  to  coincide  with  any  other 
library  users.  Can  you  believe  it?  All  the 
issues  were  missing,  with  only  an  offi- 
cious note  left  in  their  place:  "We 
apologize,  all  issues  of  this  periodical 
have  been  stolen."  My  first  reaction 
was  relief,  my  second  a  desire  to  meet 
the  person  who  had  stolen  the  maga- 
zine. I  somehow  thought  that  reading 
but  one  issue  of  TBP  would  transform 
me  into  either  a  well-adjusted  homosex- 
ual, or  fodder  my  loathing  sufficiently 
that  I  might  finally  lose  my  curiosity. 

Life  went  up  and  down  a  few  roads 
and  around  a  few  corners  before  I  final- 
ly got  to  read  TBP.  The  first  issue  I  ever 
got  my  hands  on  appeared  three  years 
later,  in  Ottawa.  The  circumstances 
were  quite  different,  but  the  paranoia 
nearly  as  great.  Since  them  I've  read 
TBP  each  month,  loving  and  hating  it 
like  so  many  others  across  the  country. 
Eventually  I  even  braved  having  my 
name  on  the  paper's  subscription  Hst, 
used  its  classifieds,  bought  gift  subscrip- 
tions for  friends,  and  made  occasional 
donations  when  the  going  seemed 
rough. 

Since  Christmas  of  1981  I've  been  a 
volunteer  for  the  magazine,  and  sit  for 
one  afternoon  a  week  beside  Gerald 
Hannon,  acting  out  a  secretary  fantasy. 
I  have  never  answered  the  phone  for 
other  people,  made  coffee  for  the  boss 
or  opened  the  office  mail  to  make 
money;  I  have  always  been  on  the  other 
side  of  the  desk.  I  do  all  of  these  things 
at  TBP. 

Contrary  to  my  initial  thinking  that 
this  experience  would  humble  me  into 


the  left-wing  extremist  that  I  should  be 
to  work  on  such  a  radical  publication, 
so  far  it  has  left  my  slightly  superior 
attitudes  and  individuahsm  well  intact. 
(Will  this  paper  never  transform  me?)  I 
still  have  some  nagging  questions  about 
whether  to  wear  my  lavender  wedgies  or 
my  pink  stilettos  to  work  and  stage  the 
receptionist /secretarial  thing  to  the  hilt, 
but  overall  my  experience  has  been 
positive  and  rewarding. 

I  thank  TBP  for  its  loving  (if  at  times 
extreme)  support  through  the  past 
decade,  and  look  forward  to  being  part 
of  its  evolution  during  the  '80s. 
Gerry  Hunt 
Toronto 

Agree  to  disagree 

Jane  Rule's  reasons  for  writing  for  The 
Body  Politic  (So's  Your  Grandmother, 
TBP,  January  /  February)  undoubtedly 
seem  good  to  her.  TBP  is  the  best  that 
the  gay  press  has  to  offer.  Writers  who 
identify  with  Gay  Liberation  and  want 
to  contribute  their  skills  to  its  interests 
can  do  a  lot  worse  than  choose  TBP.  So 
the  issue  is  not  the  paper  per  se. 

The  crux  of  my  disagreement  with 
Rule  lies  in  what  I  take  to  be  the  impH- 
cations  of  her  column:  that  for  us  the 
only  alternative  to  being  politically 
passive  is  to  work  for  and  through  Gay 
Liberation.  This  may  be  true  for  gay 
men,  but  it  most  assuredly  is  not  for  les- 
bians. We  have  the  feminist  movement. 

Feminists  view  Gay  Liberation  as 
quintessentially  male;  almost  all  the 
issues  and  priorities  it  espouses  are 
male.  Rule  acknowledges  this  fact  in  her 
column.  Rule's  point  is  that  by  support- 
ing Gay  Liberation,  in  spite  of  its  male 
character  and  orientation,  we  can  best 
protect  our  rights  and  future  as  lesbi- 
ans. Many  politically  active  and  astute 
lesbians  disagree  with  such  a  position 
which  explicitly  does  not  differentiate 
between  male  and  female  sexuality  — 
thus  between  women  and  men  —  or 
take  into  account  the  divergencies  in  our 
respective  political,  social,  and  econom- 
ic positions  in  society.  Indeed,  the 
straight  majority  does  lump  lesbians, 
when  it  remembers  us,  with  gay  men  as 
"homosexuals."  That  is  rather  like  the 
use  of  "man"  to  mean  the  human  race. 
Subsuming  the  interests  of  women 
under  those  of  men  is  standard  practice. 
It's  what  male  chauvinism  is  about  and 
is  precisely  what  should  be  resisted. 

Numbers  of  women  choose  to  work 
with  men  in  Gay  Liberation,  but  many 
more  prefer  to  look  for  opportunities  to 
work  altogether  outside  male  control, 
no  matter  how  benign.  These  opportun- 
ies  they  find  in  Women's  Liberation: 
some  aspect  or  current  of  feminism. 
That  is  where  they  put  their  energies  as 
both  women  and  lesbians. 

Gay  Liberation  is  a  male  movement. 
There  is  nothing  wrong  in  admitting  it; 
it  is  an  exercise  in  futility,  if  not 
hypocrisy,  to  deny  it.  It  does  not  help 
our  struggles,  either  mutual  or  separate, 
to  ignore  diffferences  and  their  political 
implications.  Better  to  agree  to  differ 
where  we  obviously  differ  and  agree  to 
work  together  freely  where  our  interests 
coincide.  Then  there  is  a  better  chance 


4/THE  BODY  POLITIC 


MARCH  1982 


^'Gay  Liberation  is  a  male  movement.  Tliere 

is  notliing  wrong  in  admitting  it;  it  is  an  exercise 

in  futility,  if  not  hypocricy,  to  deny  it. " 


of  building  real  solidarity  and 
cooperation. 

To  return  to  Rule's  column  and  TBP. 
It  is  a  fine  paper  in  many  ways,  but  it 
does  not  speak  for  me.  Its  content, 
choice  of  issues,  presentation,  emphasis, 
advertising  policy  do  not  represent  my 
interests  or  my  political  or  sexual  orien- 
tation —  "not  because  they  are  kinky 
but  because  they  are  all  too  normal,  not 
to  say  reactionary"  —  if  I  may  quote 
Jane  Rule's  perceptive  phrase  only  a 
little  out  of  context. 

Thank  you,  and  good  luck  for  many 
years  to  come. 
Eve  Zaremba 
Toronto 

Female  homosexuals 

It  was  a  joy  to  find  in  the  September 
1981  issue  the  letter  signed  by  Eleanor 
LeBourdais  and  titled  by  you  "Arro- 
gant labels." 

As  a  gay  activist,  deeply  committed  to 
the  cause  of  equality  for  women  and 
both  a  financial  and  a  working  sup- 
porter of  women's  movement  organiza- 
tions, I  have  often  felt  very  put  down  by 
militantly  hostile  gay  women.  Far  too 
many  give  the  impression,  in  a  demand 
to  be  referred  to  only  as  "lesbians," 
that  they  work  in  joint  causes  with  male 
homosexuals  only  through  sufferance. 

I  am  thankful  to  find  many  coopera- 
tive female  homosexuals  who  take  pride 
in  their  female  homosexuality  and  work 
freely  and  enthusiastically  with  their 
male  counterparts  in  common  causes. 
Many  thanks  to  Eleanor  LeBourdais. 

Fred  R  Methered 
Honolulu 


Deep  DIsch 


The  December  '81  issue  of  The  Body 
Politic  arrived  today  with  an  inordinate 
amount  of  space  devoted  to  Thomas 
Disch,  a  man  who  has  no  homosexual 
consciousness  and  whose  work  does  not 
represent  gay  literature. 

If  that  were  not  enough,  the  reader  is 
subjected  to  the  '50s  epitaphs  directed 
at  Quentin  Crisp  from  the  closet  men- 
tality of  Peter  Day  ("Queens,  boy 
lovers  and  other  misfits,"  TBP,  Dec).  If 
TBP  is  to  live  up  to  its  masthead  as  a 
"magazine  for  gay  Uberation,"  it  must 
bring  to  its  readers  subjects  and  writers 
reflecting  more  than  an  utterly  hetero- 
sexual mentality.  Homophobia  we  can 
find  in  the  het  press;  from  The  Body 
Politic  we  expect  something  more. 
Walter  J  Phillips,  Vice-President, 
Homosexuals  Intransigent! 
New  York 

Sexual  labels 

We  read  with  a  sense  of  discouragement 
the  article  by  doctors  Bill  Lewis  and 
Randy  Coates  (TBP,  Oct  '81)  aimed  at 
exposing  the  current  gay  cancer  scare. 
The  doctors'  treatment  of  the  prob- 
lem unfortunately  reinforces  a  basic 
misunderstanding,  namely:  the  word 
"homosexual"  applies  to  persons  in- 
stead of  sex  acts.  Used  in  this  sense  the 
word  "homosexual"  (and  "gay"  even 
more  so)  is  a  misnomer.  Under  the  cir- 


cumstances, to  refer  to  men  by  sexual 
labels  as  the  doctors  do  is  to  do  the 
exact  opposite  of  what  they  should  have 
done.  Although  the  authors  deplore  the 
sensational  reporting  of  diseases  in  "gay 
men,"  the  tone  of  their  article  implies 
that  human  beings  are  divided  into  two 
teams  —  the  heterosexuals  and  the 
homosexuals  —  and  that  cancer  and 
other  degenerative  diseases  may  be  con- 
tagious among  men  on  the  latter  team. 

There  may,  of  course,  be  a  correla- 
tion between  certain  diseases  and  certain 
sex  acts  —  including  anal  and  oral  con- 
tacts —  whether  between  persons  of  the 
same  or  opposite  sex.  But  since  only 
about  half  of  the  male  population 
engages  in  exclusively  heterosexual 
activity,  and  only  a  very  few  percent 
engages  in  exclusively  homosexual  activ- 
ity, and  since  there  are  no  statistics  to 
inform  us  of  the  prevalence  of  anal /oral 
contacts  within  either  combination  of 
partners  or  the  amount  of  overlapping 
that  goes  on,  there  is  nothing  to  con- 
clude from  the  statistics. 

Thus,  any  attempt  to  examine  the 
diseases  of  "gay  men"  as  distinct  from 
"straight  men"  (who  perform  the  very 
same  sex  acts  in  greater  numbers  and 
with  greater  frequency)  is  doomed  to 
failure  —  a  point  doctors  Lewis  and 
Coates  should  be  making  themselves  in 
the  name  of  science  and  sanity. 
Don  Slater 

Homosexual  Information  Center 
Los  Angeles 

Radioactive 

Ed  Jackson's  article  in  the  December 
1981  issue  of  raP  ("Street  kids: 
nobody's  priority?")  raises  a  crucial 
point  about  the  Ontario  provincial 
government's  response  to  the  needs  of 
gay  youth. 

When  Tri-Aid  forced  the  government 
into  a  Review  Hearing  over  the  needs  of 
gay  group  homes  in  1979,  all  facts,  fig- 
ures and  opinions  were  reported  in  doz- 
ens of  newspaper  articles,  on  radio  and 
on  television.  Yet  when  the  government, 
at  taxpayers'  expense,  commissions  a 
study  into  these  same  needs,  the  study  is 
declared  secret  and  confidentisil. 

If  the  municipal  government  in  Tor- 
onto saw  fit  to  release  to  the  public  and 
media  the  Bruner  Study  on  police /gay 
community  relations,  one  can  only  sur- 
mise that  the  Ontario  provincial  govern- 
ment considers  gays  the  social  equiva- 
lent of  some  deadly  radioactive  isotope, 
where  even  information  on  the  phenom- 
enon needs  to  be  contained  lest  it  con- 
taminate the  Truth  according  to  Big 
Brother.  If  the  Ontario  government  had 
commissioned  the  1949  Kinsey  study 
(when  the  Conservatives  were  already  in 
power  in  Ontario),  which  contained 
revealing  statistics  on  homosexuality,  no 
doubt  it  would  still  be  secret  today. 

George  Orwell's  1984  is  alive  and  well 
and  living  in  the  province  of  Ontario. 
Doug  Chin,  President, 
The  Tri-Aid  Charitable  Foundation 
Toronto 

We  welcome  vour  tellers.  Address  I  hem  lo: 
I  HP.  Box  72  S9.  Sin  A,  Toronlo.  M5»    /  W. 
Those  piihlnhed  may  he  ediied  for  leriKih. 
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Street  kids:  homework  needed 


As  a  reply  to  Ed  Jackson 's  article 
"Street  kids:  nobody's  priority"  n"BP. 
December  81),  this  article  presents  an  in- 
side view  of  the  plight  of  street  kids. 
The  writer  (who  asked  that  his  name  be 
withheld)  is  familiar  with  the  work  of 
Under  21,  a  Toronto  intake  centre  and 
crisis  shelter  for  "runaway  and  home- 
less youth  "  operated  and  financed  by 
the  Roman  Catholic  Archdiocese  of 
Toronto. 

While  TBP  is  to  be  commended  for  its 
willingness  to  deal  with  controversial 
issues  in  the  gay  male  community,  I 
sometimes  think  that  if  more  homework 
were  done,  the  resulting  articles  would 
display  more  insight.  Ed  Jackson's  arti- 
cle on  gay  street  kids  in  the  December  81 
issue  is  a  case  in  point. 

As  someone  who  has  done  volunteer 
work  for  New  York's  Under  21,  I  am  al- 
armed that  Ed,  like  Fr  Bruce  Ritter 
(founder  of  the  older  Manhattan  Centre 
which  inspired  Toronto's  Under  21), 
creates  confusion  over  the  subject  of  his 
efforts.  Both  gentlemen  talk  about 
street  kids  and  hustling  in  the  same 
breath,  making  little  attempt  to  disting- 
uish between  the  two.  The  result  is  a 
muddle  of  cliches  and  misunder- 
standing. 

Not  all  gay  kids  on  the  street  are  hus- 
tlers. Many  find  other  ways  of  getting 
by  that  are  more  suited  to  their  physiol- 
ogy and /or  their  tastes.  Out  of  apparent 
concern,  Ed  bemoans  the  fact  that 
Frank  Drea,  Minister  of  Community 
and  Social  Services  (and  formerly  in 
charge  of  Ontario's  Censor  Board),  in- 
tends to  do  nothing  about  homeless  gay 
youth.  God  spare  us  the  benevolence  of 
Frank  Drea's  ministries.  Youth  worker 
Tony  Canes  says  of  street  kids, 
"They've  been  through  the  mill  and 
don't  trust  social  workers."  Well  at 
least  stupidity  isn't  a  problem  among 
our  "target  population."  Grown-up 
faggots  don't  seem  to  learn  as  fast. 

When  Drea  and  Davis  are  paying  the 
bills  you  do  it  their  way  or  not  at  all,  as 
Tri-Aid  Charitable  Foundation  (found- 
ed by  Doug  Chin,  our  very  own  gay  so- 
cial worker)  has  discovered.  As  for  or- 
ganizations that  do  survive  on  govern- 
ment money,  a  mentality  of  institution- 
alization is  fostered  among  their  clien- 
tele as  a  result  of  the  same  bureaucratic 
maze  of  regulations  and  qualifications 
that  deny  Tri-Aid  legal  recognition  in 
the  first  place.  This  should  come  as  httle 
surprise.  What  most  kids  need  is  a  bed 
and  a  hot  meal,  something  any  number 
of  gay  households  could  provide  one 
kid  a  night  through  an  informal,  unli- 
censed bit  of  organizing.  Since  I'm 
hardly  a  kid  and  don't  live  on  the  street 
I'll  refrain  from  further  suggestions.  I 
would  be  very  interested  to  see  in  these 
pages  the  thoughts  of  kids  on  the  street 
as  to  the  nature  of  their  needs  and  the 
ways  we  can  help  them  meet  those 
needs. 

Hustling  is  an  issue  I  feel  more  com- 
petent addressing.  As  one  of  an  un- 
known number  of  gay  refugees  who 
find  themselves  on  the  wrong  side  of 
some  border  or  other,  with  no  possibili- 
ty of  getting  a  work  permit,  I  am  in  an 
unenviable  economic  situation.  Hustling 
has  been  one  of  the  few  breaks  for  me 
in  a  town  thick  with  liberal  advice,  little 


sympathy  and  empty  promises.  And  yet, 
if  I'm  to  believe  Peter  Maloney,  I  may 
be  in  for  "...a  great  deal  of  damage... 
in  the  process  of  arriving  at  (my  ulti- 
mate goal),"  which  is  nothing  as  magni- 
ficent as  Adult  Homosexuality.  I'd  just 
like  to  be  able  to  pay  my  bills. 

Peter,  have  you  ever  been  a  waiter?  I 
often  leave  the  restaurant  1  work  in 
seething  with  unexpressed  rage  for  the 
fat  cat  businessmen  and  Cabinet  Minis- 
ters I  wait  on.  I  frequently  end  a  shift 
feeling  worthless;  real  life  S&M  with 
none  of  the  usual  Umits  I  have  come  to 
expect  in  sexual  encounters. 

I  have  never  left  a  trick  with  those 
feelings.  I  nearly  always  go  away  feeling 
in  control  of  the  immediate  situation. 


which  seems  far  more  honest  than  my 
"legitimate"  job.  There  was  one  excep- 
tion. One  night  a  customer  locked  a 
door  on  me.  His  only  response  to  my  re- 
quest for  the  key  was  prolonged  hyster- 
ical laughter.  I  was  however  free  to  vent 
my  rage  and  fear  (and  got  paid  in  the 
process),  something  that  is  not  allowed 
in  restaurants  (or  gay  demonstrations). 
While  most  work  situations  in  a  capital- 
ist society  are  degrading  in  the  long  run, 
would  an  article,  say,  on  gay  cops  or  gay 
real  estate  agents  spend  as  much  time 
focusing  on  their  expected  alienation? 
What  alternatives  do  you  have,  Ed,  for 
working  class  men  and  boys  who  can 
pick  up  an  extra  $60  tax  free  on  the 
weekends?  Did  you  know  that  Under  21 
boasts  of  the  numbers  of  young  men 
they  get  into  the  miUtary?  Thanks,  but 
no  thanks,  I  would  rather  hustle  and 
choose  my  own  hours. 

Engaging  in  sex  for  money  is  fraught 
with  dangers  that  are  more  immediate 
and  obvious  than  some  other  ways  of 
pulling  in  the  bucks,  but  the  image  of  a 
21 -year-old  has-been  dealing  drugs  at 
the  Parkside  in  "a  downward  spiral  of 
petty  crime"  is  an  image  more  suited  to 
the  movie  Reefer  Madness  than  TBP. 
Bartering  sex  for  money  and  various 
goods  is  more  blatant  an  experience 
among  gay  men  than  among  straights, 
who  use  fancy  cover-up  words  like  mar- 
riage. Because  of  the  relatively  heteroge- 
nous class  structure  gay  men  move  in, 
and  the  equality  of  power  that  exists  in 
sexual  relationships  between  men,  the 
experience  of  exchanging  sex  for  money 
is  probably  more  ubiquitous  in  our 
community  than  is  often  portrayed.  If 
the  glamourization  that  popular  writers 
like  John  Rechy  bring  to  the  subject 
could  be  avoided,  it  would  be  helpful  to 
read  about  the  experiences  and  percep- 
tions of  men  who  have  hustled.  D 
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The  closet  and  the  umbrella 


Recipe  for  a  New  Year's  Eve  headache: 
plan  a  benefit  dinner  and  dance  for 
three  worthy  causes  —  a  feminist 
newspaper,  a  feminist  concert  produc- 
tion company,  and  the  hottest  almost- 
all-women's  band  in  town.  Book  a 
small,  ugly  hall.  Allow  minor  organiza- 
tional and  communication  problems  to 
percolate  for  a  couple  of  weeks.  Sell 
tickets  to  anyone  who  wants  to  come  — 
including  men.  Add  a  sprinkling  of  les- 
bian separatists.  And  stand  back  for  the 
fireworks. 

Any  woman  who  attended  will  recog- 
nize this  year's  New  Year's  Eve  with 
Broadside,  Womynly  Way  Productions 
and  Mama  Quilla  II  at  Toronto  Dance 
Theatre.  Thanks  to  the  tactics  of  the 
separatists,  there  were  no  men  in  atten- 
dance. Those  tactics  included  harassing 
the  three  groups  and  their  supporters 
beforehand,  picketing  on  the  evening  of 
the  dance  and  persuading  Mama 
Quilla's  substitute  drummer  to  refuse  to 
play  if  men  were  let  in. 

Once  it  was  clear  that  conflict  was 
brewing,  the  organizers  decided  not  to 
sell  any  more  tickets  to  men.  They  chose 
instead  to  explain  the  situation  to  those 
men  who  did  show  up,  and  gave  them 
the  choice  of  entering  or  not.  None  did. 


Mama  Quilla  II:  getting  caught  in  tiie  middle 

I'm  concerned  about,  even  preoc- 
cupied with,  lesbian  visibility.  But  it  was 
clear  that  the  high-profile  lesbian  sep- 
aratists did  nothing  to  advance  that 
visibility  by  forcing  a  woman-only 
policy  on  the  celebration. 

(In  fact,  while  I  like  women-only 
events,  one  of  the  drawing  cards  for  me 
of  this  particular  dance  was  that  every- 
one was  supposed  to  be  welcome.  The 
last  such  occasion  featuring  Mama 
Quilla  had  given  everyone  a  great  time.) 

The  picketers  are  the  obvious  target 
for  anyone  who  was  angry  about  what 
happened  New  Year's  Eve.  But  I'm 
afraid  I  can't  let  the  evening's  sponsors 
completely  off  the  hook.  They  gave  in 
under  pressure,  but  they  were  par- 
ticularly vulnerable  to  that  pressure  be- 
cause of  their  political  views.  Some  of 
which,  at  least  historically,  they  share 
with  the  protesters. 

The  feminist  movement  has  grown  by 
division,  diversifying  as  it  spread 
beyond  the  intellectuals  and  radicals 
among  whom  it  began.  There  is  no  one, 
true  feminist  position  on  any  given 
issue,  never  mind  a  complete  pro- 
gramme for  feminist  revolution.  There 
has  never  even  been  agreement  among 
feminists  as  to  who  the  enemy  is:  men 
are  to  the  radical  feminists,  political 
structures  are  to  the  woman  who  sees 
feminism  as  a  ticket  to  get  ahead  in  a 


man's  world,  capitalism  is  to  the  social- 
ist feminist,  women  themselves  are  to 
the  suburban  homemaker  who  wants  a 
job  and  a  husband  who'll  share  the 
chores,  but  who  still  likes  to  wear  high 
heels  and  make-up. 

First,  there  was  radical  feminism, 
which  saw  all  men  as  the  enemy.  A  large 
subdivision  known  as  lesbian  feminism 
evolved  —  which  did  not,  by  the  way, 
include  all  feminist  lesbians.  It  was  best 
summed  up  by  the  adage  "feminism  is 
the  theory;  lesbianism  the  practice." 
Broadside,  Womynly  Way  and  Mama 
Quilla  all,  to  varying  degrees,  have  their 
roots  in  this  kind  of  feminism. 

Lesbian  feminism  in  turn  developed 
several  different  strands.  One  of  them 
was  lesbian  separatism  —  the  camp  to 
which  the  protesters  belong.  Separatists 
say  that  lesbian  feminists  ought  to  work 
toward  their  liberation  only  with  other 
lesbian  feminists  —  not  with  straight 
feminists  or  gay  men. 

Most  lesbian  feminists  have  been  les- 
bian in  private  and  feminist  in  public. 
They  claim  they  don't  want  to  jeopar- 
dize feminism  by  coming  out,  but 
they've  tended  to  ignore  criticisms  from 
gay  liberationists,  who  say  that  being  in 
the  closet,  and  staying  there  for  fear  of 
soiHng  someone  else's  good  name,  is 
self-oppressive. 

The  feminist  movement  has  become 
so  diverse  even  devotees  have  trouble 
keeping  up  with  the  changes.  In  recent 
years,  lesbian  feminists  have  begun  re- 
ferring to  this  multifaceted  movement, 
and  in  particular  their  sector  of  it,  as 
"the  women's  community." 

This  name-change  has  come  about  at 
a  time  when  the  isolation  represented  by 
lesbian  separatism  has  begun  to  look 
like  political  suicide.  Organizations  and 
projects  that  were  born  and  raised 
under  the  umbrella  of  lesbian  feminism 
have  come  increasingly,  to  their  credit, 
to  see  outreach  and  coalition-building  as 
key  to  their  effectiveness,  even  their  sur- 
vival. 

But  "the  women's  community"  is  a 
deceptive  name.  While  feminists  may 
represent  a  community  of  interests, 
"the  women's  community"  is  nothing 
like  a  community  of  the  53  per  cent  of 
the  population  who  are  women. 

It's  a  way  to  avoid  saying  lesbian. 

Broadside,  Womynly  Way  and  Mama 
Quilla  still  count  "the  women's  com- 
munity" among  their  constituencies. 
Maintaining  an  appearance  of  hetero- 
sexuality,  as  well  as  openness  to  hetero- 
sexual women  (not  at  all  the  same  thing, 
I  realize),  were  no  doubt  among  the  fac- 
tors considered  by  the  three  groups 
when  they  first  decided  that  their  New 
Year's  Eve  celebration  would  be  open  to 
men.  Lesbian  separatists  who  have  pro- 
bably felt  left  behind  —  even  betrayed 
—  by  some  of  these  developments  were 
predictably  furious. 

It's  both  deplorable  and  sad  that  their 
politics  reduced  the  separatists  to  such  a 
display  of  muscle.  But  it's  just  as  sad 
that  the  choice  seems  to  be  between  les- 
bian visibility  as  offered  by  the  separ- 
atists —  in  destructive  isolation  —  and 
apparent  alliances  that  require  that  we 
submerge  our  gay  identity.  It's  an  old 
political  truism  that  real  coalitions  can 
be  made  only  from  a  position  of 
strength.  And  our  strength  is  as  diluted 
by  self-denial  as  it  is  by  separatism.!  1 
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Dialogue  and  beyond 


Last  September,  in  his  report  on  gay /police  relations,  Arnold  Bruner  called 
for  the  establishment  of  a  dialogue  committee  to  help  end  years  of  misun- 
derstanding and  mutual  suspicion. 

Dialogue.  A  simple,  attractive  word.  People  talking  to  each  other. 

It  is  not,  however,  a  sufficiently  precise  word.  It  could  mean  random  and 
occasional  meetings.  It  could  mean  just  talking  about  things  in  general, 
with  no  particular  goals  in  mind.  It  could  mean  both  sides  sending 
different  representatives  each  time  the  committee  meets.  It  could  mean  the 
occasional  neighbourly  visits  from  community  relations  officers  that  are 
already  beginning  to  happen. 

It  is  in  our  interests  to  clarify  what  we  mean  by  "dialogue,"  and  what 
the  police  ought  to  mean  when  they  talk  about  "sitting  down  with  the  gay 
community." 

First,  who  are  "we"? 

That  has  to  be  worked  out  at  the  community  level.  If  it  is  not,  com- 
plaints will  inevitably  arise  that  gay  representatives  on  such  a  committee 
are  being  either  too  conservative  or  too  radical,  that  they  are  "seUing  out" 
to  the  police,  or,  alternatively,  obstructing  the  committee's  progress. 

The  Toronto  Gay  Community  Council  is  the  most  representative  organi- 
zation we  have  —  committee  members  should  be  elected  there,  and  the 
Council  should  devise  policy  guidelines,  regular  reporting  procedures, 
terms  of  office  and  provisions  for  recall. 

Council,  too,  should  look  closely  at  what  is  appropriate  for  the  agenda 

—  though  it  is  clear  that  priority  should  be  given  to  questioning  the  extent 
of  "Soap,"  the  undercover  operation  looking  for  crime  in  the  gay  com- 
munity. We  should  also  propose  making  a  contribution  to  devising  and 
monitoring  police  training  programmes  that  would  sensitize  officers  to  our 
concerns.  We  have  suggestions  to  make  about  how  police  might  minimize 
attacks  and  crimes  against  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

Second,  what  should  this  mean  for  the  police? 

Continuity,  and  high-level  participation.  If  each  meeting  means  facing  a 
new  batch  of  officers,  unfamiliar  with  what  has  gone  before  and  the  com- 
plex and  delicate  history  of  negotiation,  then  dialogue  will  go  nowhere.  It 
will  have  the  same  fate  unless  the  police  officers  involved  are  clearly  from  a 
level  of  command  that  influences  policy. 

We  would  expect  there  would  be  no  more  massive  "poHce  crackdowns." 
If  police  feel  there  really  are  problems  of  a  magnitude  to  warrant  such 
drastic  action,  they  should  bring  them  to  the  dialogue  committee  where 
alternative  solutions  can  be  found. 

Finally,  meetings  should  be  work  meetings,  not  opportunities  for 
pleasant  chats.  There  must  be  a  neutral  and  mutually  acceptable  chair. 
Agendas  should  be  drawn  up  in  advance  so  that  representatives  can  come 
prepared,  and  minutes  should  be  taken  and  circulated  after  each  meeting. 

Dialogue  makes  most  sense  between  equals.  The  police  and  the  gay  com- 
munity are  not  equals  and  that  will  always  weigh  heavily  against  any  com- 
mittee's chance  of  success  —  but  we  can  at  least  propose  terms  that  make 
both  sides  equally  responsible  for  the  success  or  failure  of  the  enterprise. 

We  must  realize,  too,  that  the  enterprise  will  finally  take  us  beyond  dia- 
logue. The  problem  is  still,  at  root,  a  political  one:  the  people  of  this  city 
do  not  control  their  police  force.  The  police  commission  does,  and  it  looks 
to  the  Tory  Cabinet  at  Queen's  Park  for  approval. 

The  dialogue  that  will  finally  make  the  difference  is  the  dialogue  we  initi- 
ate with  labour,  with  immigrant  groups,  with  women,  with  civil  libertarians 

—  people,  like  us,  who  want  democratic  community  control  of  the  poHce 
force  in  this  city.  D 
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Rob  Joyce  wants  to  clear  tiis  name  after  charges  that  he  paid  for  sex  at  Senator  House 

Fghtii^togethisjobback 


VANCOUVER  —  A  gay  man  em- 
ployed in  a  centre  for  juvenile 
prostitutes  has  been  fired  after 
attempting  to  clear  his  name  of 
allegations  that  he  had  sex  with 
a  young  hustler. 

Rob  Joyce  had  been  employed  for  a 
year  as  a  job  counsellor  at  Senator 
House,  a  hostel  for  young  prostitutes  in 
Vancouver's  Davie-Granville  St  area. 
Joyce  received  a  two-page  letter  of  dis- 
missal February  3  from  his  employer, 
the  British  Columbia  Corrections  Asso- 
ciation (BCCA).  The  letter  informed 
Joyce  that  his  contract  had  been  termin- 
ated and  cited  reasons  ranging  from  us- 
ing working  hours  "to  attend  to  matters 
of  a  personal  nature,"  to  "being  unco- 
operative, unpleasant,  demanding  and 
hostile." 

The  dismissal  follows  an  extended 
battle  by  Joyce  to  be  given  a  forum  to 
defend  himself  against  accusations  of 
sexual  involvement  with  a  minor.  "I  was 
willing  to  co-operate.  I  was  willing  to 
discuss,"  explained  Joyce.  "I  was  in  a 
Catch-22  situation:  if  I  said  nothing  the 
allegation  would  stand;  since  I  com- 
plained, I'm  punished  for  complaining." 

On  January  17,  a  co-worker  informed 
Joyce  that  a  15-year-old  hustler  was 
claiming  Joyce  had  paid  him  $60  for  a 
blow  job.  Joyce  subsequently  learned 
that  a  secret  investigation  by  a  provin- 
cial child-abuse  team  had  been  in  pro- 
gress for  four  days. 

Joyce  immediately  attempted  to  dis- 
prove the  accusations  by  offering  to 
make  a  statement  in  the  presence  of  pol- 
ice and  to  submit  to  a  lie-detector  test. 

Joyce's  offers  were  refused.  While  his 
statement  was  recorded  by  an  official  he 
was  told  that  it  would  not  be  used  as 
part  of  the  investigation. 

Joyce  claims  that  he  was  being 
framed  with  the  charges  because  of  his 
outspoken  views  concerning  Senator 
House  management  and  policies.  He 
has  filed  a  complaint  against  his  em- 
ployer with  the  office  of  the  provincial 
Ombudsman. 

On  January  26  Joyce  was  informed  by 
the  BCCA  that,  while  the  charges  would 
be  dropped,  he  was  to  be  transferred 
from  Senator  House  to  an  adult  facility. 
Joyce  refused  because  his  "contract  was 
for  the  Senator  project  only.' 

BCCA  spokesperson  Bill  Kelley  con- 
firmed that,  although  there  was  "no 
evidence  to  support  the  allegation," 
Joyce  was  to  be  transferred  to  an  adult 
project  while  the  Ombudsman's  investi- 
gation was  in  progress. 

Senator  House  had  been  controversial 
since  it  was  opened  last  February  as  a 
temporary  shelter  for  male  and  female 
prostitutes  ranging  in  age  from  15  to  19 
years.  The  hostel,  which  is  housed  in  the 
former  premises  of  the  Senator  Hotel,  is 
home  for  eight  to  15  street  kids  who 
may  stay  from  two  to  nine  months. 
Many  of  the  residents  have  drug 
problems. 

The  project  consists  of  a  residence,  a 
school  where  basic  life  skills  are  taught, 
and  a  job  placement  programme.  The 
20  workers  come  from  a  variety  of  pro- 
fessional backgrounds  and  their  salaries 
are  provided  by  a  number  of  social  ser- 
vice agencies. 


Rob  Joyce  outside  Senator  House:  unanimous  support  from  liis  co-workers 


While  the  number  of  gay  and  lesbian 
youths  involved  in  the  project  varies, 
according  to  staff,  estimates  range  from 
a  quarter  to  two-thirds.  A  large  number 
of  the  staff  at  the  centre  are  also  les- 
bians and  gay  men. 

The  Senator  has  been  plagued  with 
problems  since  its  doors  opened.  Late 
last  year  the  local  press  seethed  with 
stories  of  "sex  scandals"  involving  Sen- 
ator workers  and  youths. 

More  recently  Senator  Director  Linde 
Zingaro  has  been  accused  in  the  press  of 
mismanaging  the  project.  In  a  letter  to 
the  Vancouver  Sun  former  Senator  em- 
ployee C  T  Sand  claimed  that  staff  who 
had  voiced  concerns  were  "manipulated 
into  silence." 

During  these  earlier  attacks  on  the 
centre,  Joyce's  successes  as  a  job  coun- 
sellor were  cited  in  defence  of  the  pro- 
ject. Since  the  centre  opened  last  Febru- 
ary, Joyce  has  placed  more  than  100 
street  kids  in  jobs  and  job  training  pro- 


grammes. His  work  has  been  praised 
publicly  by  BC  Minister  of  Human  Re- 
sources Grace  McCarthy,  and  by  his 
employer  in  a  BC  corrections  newsletter. 

A  Senator  staff  member  who  asked 
not  to  be  identified  said  that  it  was  a 
"common  occurrence"  for  youths  to 
claim  to  have  had  sex  with  a  staff  mem- 
ber. "If  it's  really  happened,"  she  add- 
ed, "the  kids  don't  usually  come  right 
out  and  say  it." 

The  usual  procedure  in  such  cases  is 
for  the  staff  member  to  be  notified  im- 
mediately, and  the  matter  is  usually 
cleared  up  in  an  informal  meeting  or 
else  referred  to  a  child-abuse  team. 

"I  have  no  doubt,"  the  staff  member 
said,  "that  the  investigation  represents  a 
deliberate  attempt  to  get  Rob  (Joyce) 
out  of  the  Senator." 

When  contacted  by  TBP,  Senator  Dir- 
ector Linde  Zingaro  refused  comment. 
"I'm  not  going  to  talk  to  you  at  all," 
she  said. 


Staff  members  at  the  Senator  have 
signed  a  petition  expressing  their  unani- 
mous support  for  Joyce.  The  petition 
states  that  Joyce's  co-workers  "know 
the  allegations  against  him  to  be  entirely 
false"  and  that  they  "insist  he  be  allow- 
ed to  remain  in  the  Senator  and  his 
name  be  cleared  in  writing."  They  fur- 
ther request  that  if  any  employee  is 
under  investigation  "the  employee 
should  be  told  at  once  about  it  and 
given  a  forum  to  answer  any  rumours  or 
allegations." 

As  a  result  of  his  dismissal,  Joyce  has 
filed  suits  against  the  attorney  general's 
office  and  the  Alternate  Shelter  Society, 
the  body  which  administers  the  Senator. 
Joyce  has  also  filed  a  suit  against  the 
Ministry  of  Human  Resouces  as  the 
"parents"  of  the  boy  who  accused  him 
(the  child  is  a  ward  of  the  Crown). 

A  complaint  has  been  lodged  with  the 
BC  Human  Rights  Commission  in  which 
Joyce  claims  that  he  has  been  discrimin- 
ated against  because  of  his  sexual 
orientation. 

Joyce,  a  long-time  gay  activist,  claims 
that  his  sexual  orientation  was  consid- 
ered an  asset  when  he  was  hired  for  the 
job  since  he  could  act  as  a  gay  positive 
role  model  for  the  many  gay  youths  in- 
volved in  the  programme. 

"Some  of  our  greatest  successes,"  ex- 
plained a  Senator  worker,  "have  come 
with  gay  kids.  Many  of  these  kids  had 
left  home  because  they  weren't  accepted 
by  their  families."  The  experience  of  as- 
sociating with  gay  staff  who  are  comfor- 
table with  their  sexuality  "helped  to  im- 
prove the  kids'  self  images,  which  in 
some  cases  was  all  they  needed." 

Alternate  Shelter  Society  President 
Dr  Brian  Willoughby  denied  that  any 
such  hiring  policy  existed.  He  said  that 
"sexual  orientation  is  considered  neither 
an  asset  nor  a  liability"  in  hiring  staff 
members. 

Joyce  is  optimistic  about  the  chances 
of  winning  his  battles  with  numerous 
bureaucracies.  "I  expect  to  be  reinsta- 
ted," he  said.  "I'll  take  all  legal  re- 
course I  can." 

Craig  Patterson  D 


Damien:  still  fighting  to  get  his  Job  back 


In  1975,  John  Damien  had  a  prestigious 
job:  he  was  a  racetrack  judge,  one  of 
three  such  officers  under  contract  with 
the  Ontario  Racing  Commission.  All  of 
Damien's  adult  life  had  been  devoted  to 
racing.  In  25  years,  he  went  from  stable 
hand  to  jockey,  rising  from  there  to  the 
position  of  racetrack  steward.  As  a 
judge,  Damien  earned  the  commendation 
of  his  superiors.  He  had  the  expertise  and 
the  integrity  the  post  demanded. 

Then,  on  February  6,  1975,  without 
warning  and  with  little  explanation,  John 
Damien  was  fired. 

His  response  was  unheard-of:  he 
brought  suit  against  those  who  fired  him, 
including  the  Ontario  Ministry  of  Consu- 
mer and  Commercial  Relations,  which 
administers  the  Racing  Commission. 
Within  days,  his  suit  was  drawing  nation- 
al attention.  Why?  Because  John  Damien 
is  gay,  and  for  the  first  lime  a  soliiary  gay 


victim  was  fighting  back  through  the 
courts.  Backed  by  Toronto-based  gay 
rights  groups,  Damien's  long  struggle 
commenced. 

Damien  and  his  counsel  have  spent 
seven  years  working  on  the  case.  It  has 
been  recognized  by  gay  analysts  as  a 
standout:  instead  of  resisting  a  summons 
to  court,  Damien  has  been  eager  to  get 
his  charge  before  a  judge.  Intricate  legal 
manoeuvres  on  the  part  of  the  defen- 
dants, though,  have  so  far  frustrated  his 
efforts. 

The  statistics  of  Damien's  effort  are  a 
striking  measure  of  one  gay  man's 
dedication  and  stamina:  21  sessions  of 
cross  examination;  29  related  court  ap- 
pearances; the  involvement  of  11  differ- 
ent legal  firms;  1,800  pages  of  transcripts 
four  legal  jurisdictions  —  Ontario, 
British  Columbia,  and  the  stales  of  New 
York  and  Mar\lanti.  No  one  vcl  kiunvs 


the  amount  of  money  siphoned  from  the 
Ontario  treasury  to  balk  Damien's  de- 
mand for  justice. 

Recent  developments  in  the  case  in- 
clude the  preparation  of  a  second  opin- 
ion by  an  outside  law  firm.  Damien  has 
been  heartened  by  the  new  inpetus  this 
opinion  has  given  his  case.  As  well,  MPP 
Susan  Fish,  well-known  for  her  support 
of  a  sexual  orientation  amendment  to  the 
Ontario  Human  Rights  Code,  has 
responded  favourably  to  a  request  that 
she  use  her  good  offices  to  find  out  how 
much  the  Racing  Commission  has  spent 
fighting  the  Damien  suit.  The  sum  is 
rumoured  to  top  $100,000. 

Asked  to  comment  on  the  status  of  the 
case,  a  spokesperson  for  the  Committee 
to  Defend  John  Damien  acknowledged 
that  there  seemed  to  be  some  light  at  the 
end  of  the  tunnel.  "The  Damien  case  was 
pivotal  in  1975.  and  ii  slill  is.  A  favour- 
able judgment  will  be  precedent-setting. 
All  that  is  needed  is  continuing  support 
by  the  gay  eoninuiiiiiy." 
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THE  RAIDS  A  YEAR  LATER 


We're  still  here — and  stronger  than  ever 


TORONTO  —  For  the  50  or  so  men, 
most  of  them  in  towels,  this  was  no  or- 
dinary evening  in  the  TV  lounge  at  the 
Romans  II  Spa.  For  the  first  time  that 
anyone  can  remember,  a  gay  bath  was 
hosting  a  pohtical  forum.  The  timing  — 
11:05  pm  on  February  5  —  was  particu- 
larly significant.  It  was  one  year  to  the 
hour  since  hundreds  of  police  officers 
had  raided  the  Romans  II  and  three 
other  baths  —  doing,  at  the  Romans 
alone,  an  estimated  $16,000  damage. 

Romans  owner  Robert  Taylor  told  the 
group,  "If  I  sound  angry,  it's  because  I 
am  angry.  I  doubt  if  it  will  ever  disap- 
pear from  me." 

Right  to  Privacy  Committee  (RTPC) 
chairperson  George  Smith  also  spoke 
that  night,  as  did  Brian  Rhodes,  former 
owner  of  the  now-closed  Richmond 
Street  Health  Emporium.  The  audience 
was  polite  and  attentive.  There  was  only 
one  heckler  and  he  was  quickly  shushed. 

It  wouldn't  have  happened  a  year 
ago,  but  Taylor  promises  it  will  be  an 
annual  event. 

Men  taking  time  out  from  cruising  to 
listen  to  politics,  businessmen  marching 
in  demonstrations  (Taylor  would  join 
700  others  in  frigid  weather  the  next 
night  to  march  in  protest  to  police  head- 
quarters) —  the  old  verities  of  Toronto 
gay  politics  no  longer  seem  to  hold.  For 
many  people,  the  texture  of  gay  life 
changed  in  1981,  a  year  that  forced  them 
to  accomodate: 

•bath  raids  and  arrests  that  finally 
totalled  338  people 

•five  huge  demonstrations  infiltrated  by 
undercover  cops  acting  as  agents 
provocateurs 

•a  stonewalling,  unreachable  police 
commission 

•bawdyhouse  charges  against  men  in 
their  own  homes 

•the  singling  out  of  gay  bars  for  over- 
crowding charges 

•the  infiltration  of  community  groups 
by  undercover  agents.  Even  the  gay 
Anglican  group  Integrity  has  been 
infiltrated,  says  Smith, 
•the  sinister  revelation  that  this  was  not 
random  police  malevolence,  but  part  of 
an  organized  crackdown,  codenamed 
"Soap" 


•estimates  of  total  costs  to  the  taxpayer 
(from  initial  police  investigations  to 
court  expenses  to  date)  ranging  as  high 
as  $5  million. 

It  could  have  been  a  depressing  year, 
but  most  of  the  people  TBP  spoke  to 
found  it  anything  but.  They're  tired, 
but  there's  a  real  sense  that  we're  win- 
ning the  war  —  even  though  some  of 
the  battles  have  been  draws  or  losses. 

It  was,  after  all,  a  year  that  brought 
us  the  Bruner  Report,  the  City  Council- 
funded  study  of  police /gay  community 
relations  that  put  most  of  the  onus  for 
resolving  the  current  conflict  back  on 
the  police  force  and  their  political 
masters. 

It  was  a  year  that  saw  a  rapid  politici- 
zation  of  the  gay  community  —  a  flow- 
ering of  gay  organizations  and  gay  busi- 
nesses. Except  for  the  Richmond  Street 
Health  Emporium,  which  closed,  ail  the 
baths  are  still  open  and  doing  booming 
business.  And  under  the  rubric  of  mod- 
est but  significant  change,  the  Toronto 
public  health  department  decided  to 
scrap  its  50-year-old  policy  of  ordering 
those  charged  with  sexual  offences  to  be 
examined  for  venereal  disease.  The 
policy  was  reviewed  in  the  wake  of  what 
Toronto  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Alexander  Macpherson  called  "a  con- 
siderable aunount  of  indignation  from 
the  gay  community"  after  orders  for  VD 
checkups  were  served  on  found-ins  from 
the  bath  raids. 

"The  raids  were  the  best  thing  that 
ever  happened  to  this  community," 
Dennis  Findlay  says  quite  flatly.  As 
chairperson  of  the  RTPC's  Legal  Coor- 
dinating Committee,  he  monitors  ongo- 
ing trials  and  comes  face  to  face  with  a 
lot  of  human  anxiety  and  uncertainty, 
but  still  feels  that  "we  now  have  a 
stronger  sense  of  ourselves  —  what  we 
want,  and  what  we  need  and  what  we 
won't  tolerate.  We're  not  a  community 
of  criminals  and  the  cops  will  just  have 
to  change  their  attitude." 

He  points  out,  as  did  RTPC  chairper- 
son George  Smith,  that  attitudes  in  the 
wider  community  are  beginning  to 
change.  Some  of  their  buoyancy  comes 
from  a  sense  of  the  opening  up  of  the 
gay  community.  They  point  to  the  legit- 


imizing impact  of  the  Bruner  report,  ex- 
tensive gay  involvement  with  other 
minority  groups  like  Citizens'  Inde- 
pendent Review  of  Police  Activities,  the 
resolutions  passed  at  the  recent  NDP 
leadership  convention  calling  for  the 
repeal  of  the  bawdyhouse  laws. 

Smith  says  a  soon-to-be-published  ad- 
vocacy ad  in  The  Globe  and  Mail  will 
call  on  Parliament  to  repeal  the  bawdy- 
house laws.  "We  have  nearly  1,0(X) 
names  already,"  he  says,  "and  they're 
not  drawn  primarily  from  the  gay 
community." 

Everyone  agrees  that  Toronto's  gay 
people  got  jolted  out  of  political  adoles- 
cence by  the  events  of  February  5  — 
and  it  seems  just  as  clear  that  much  of 
that  raw  energy  is  maturing  within  the 
Right  to  Privacy  Committee.  Smith 
points  out  that  they  are  producing  a 
group  of  activists  whose  professional 
skills  give  the  organization  real  impact. 
"We  have  skilled  computer  people,"  he 
says,  "good  media  people  who  can  han- 
dle the  press,  graphics  people  and  jour- 
nalists who  do  a  professional  job  on  Ac- 
tion (the  newsletter),  people  who  do 
counselling  and  people  who  have  been 
doing  good  para-legal  work  with  the 
lawyers.  The  community  doesn't  look 
like  a  ragged  radical  fringe  anymore.  It 
looks  competent." 

Lawyer  Paul  Reinhardt,  who  is 
handling  several  of  the  court  cases, 
agrees. 

He  points  out  that  of  the  33  cases 
which  have  come  to  trial  so  far,  there 
have  been  only  six  findings  of  guilt. 
"That's  a  Crown  success  rate  of  less 
than  20  percent,"  he  says,  "and  that's 
extraordinary.  It's  usually  more  like  95 
percent.  Something  different  is  happen- 
ing and  it's  mostly  the  work  of  the 
RTPC.  They  got  the  message  out  not  to 
plead  guilty,  they've  got  witnesses  to- 
gether, they  do  the  fundraising  —  it's 
invaluable." 

Lawyer  Suzie  Scott, 
also  handling  found-in 
cases:  "I've  never  dealt 
with  anything  like  this. 
The  RTPC  people  are  in 
telligent,  funny,  committed 
and  full  of  integrity.  They're 


Undercover  cops  on  the  banner  February  20:  photo  stiows  five  ot  them.  Testimony  later  revealed  infiltration  project,  '  'Soap. ' 
Below  right,  lawyer  Dianne  Martirfconfronts  Etobicoke  mayor  and  police  commissioner  Dennis  Flynn  at  commission  meeting 
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well-informed  and  Dennis  (Findlay)  is 
almost  always  there  in  court.  I'm  im- 
pressed." 

Both  lawyers  agree  that  the  RTPC 
strategy  of  not  pleading  guilty  whenever 
possible  is  having  a  profound  impact  on 
an  already  strained  court  system.  Toron- 
to lawyer  Eddie  Greenspan  was  quoted 
in  a  recent  Toronto  Star  feature  on  the 
justice  system  that  "If  everyone  pleaded 
not  guilty  and  wanted  a  trial,  the  system 
couldn't  handle  it.  It  would  break 
down." 

Reinhardt  says  the  judges  on  the  bath 
cases  "are  very  much  giving  the  impres- 
sion they  are  abused  and  overworked  by 
cases  that  shouldn't  even  be  before 
them.  In  some  cases,  too,  they  are  be- 
lieving the  testimony  of  civilian  accused 
over  the  police.  That's  rare,  and  it's 
undermining  the  police  generally." 

What  of  the  coming  year?  Smith  is 
optimistic  about  the  continued  growth 
and  unity  within  the  gay  community  — 
though  sometimes  it's  a  unity  purchased 
with  excessive  caution.  Smith  and  some 
others  on  the  RTPC  executive  originally 
wanted  the  Globe  and  Mail  ad  to  de- 
mand only  a  modification  of  the  bawdy- 
house laws,  not  repeal  —  only  to  dis- 


RTPC  chairman  George  Smith  (top)  and 
Romans  II  owner  Bob  Taylor  (above):  a  new 

constellation  of  forces  in  the  gay  community 
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Februarys,  1981: 

the  remains  of  the 
now-closed  Rich- 
mond Street  baths 
and  the  first,  furious 
response 
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The  cops:  pressure  still  on 
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cover  that  the  membership  were  eihead 
of  them  on  the  issue,  and  wanted  the 
law  right  off  the  books. 

"I'm  pessimistic  about  gay/police 
relations  over  the  coming  year,"  Smith 
says.  "And  I  don't  think  a  dialogue 
committee  will  happen.  They're  not  in- 
terested in  it.  Chief  Ackroyd's  refusal  to 
refer  to  us  as  a  'legitimate  community' 
—  if  they're  not  prepared  to  give  us 
words,  what  are  they  prepared  to  give?" 


Dennis  Findlay  sees  the  Toronto  Gay 
Community  Council  —  the  new  organi- 
zational expression  of  gay  unity  —  as 
"the  centre  and  focus  for  a  lot  of  our 
energy  and  education  efforts.  We  need 
space,  a  telephone  and  staff.  I'm  afraid 
pohce/gay  relations  will  remain  a  sore 
point  till  we  see  they're  willing  to  meet 
us  halfway." 

But  the  most  upbeat  prediction  for 
the  coming  year  came  from  lawyer  Suzie 
Scott:  "More  acquittals.  A  lot  of  the 
judges  are  getting  fed  up." 

Gerald  HannonD 


Just  after  midnight  on  January  20,  a 
woman  was  walking  past  the  popular  les- 
bian bar  Together.  Two  women  and  a 
man  were  coming  down  the  steps  from 
the  bar;  another  man  was  walking  home 
from  choir  practice  on  the  other  side  of 
the  street.  All  of  them  saw  a  small, 
youthful  womsm  being  attacked  by  a 
large  man  on  the  sidewalk  in  front  of 
Together  and  went  to  her  aid. 

With  their  help,  the  woman  escaped 
and  disappeared  into  the  bar.  The  wo- 
man's assailant  flashed  a  badge,  shouted 
that  he  was  a  police  officer  and  that  ev- 
eryone on  the  sidewalk  was  under  arrest. 

In  fact,  seven  arrests  were  made  in  all, 
including  the  woman  who  had  taken  ref- 
uge in  the  bar,  five  other  women  (one  a 
juvenile)  and  one  man. 

The  police  allege  that  the  woman  who 
was  first  "apprehended"  had  kicked  the 
door  of  a  passing  car,  scratching  the 
paint.  She  was  charged  with  mischief  and 
escaping  lawful  custody.  One  of  the  other 
women  was  charged  with  causing  a  dis- 
turbance by  shouting.  The  other  five 
were  charged  with  assaulting  and  ob- 
structing pohce  officers. 

Several  of  the  women  were  bruised; 
three  of  them  had  their  coats  or  shirts 
torn  open.  Once  in  the  station,  one  offi- 
cer said  to  the  group,  "Come  over  here, 
whatever  you  are  —  I  can't  call  you  wo- 
men." They  were  called  bitches,  sluts, 
queer  broads,  hosebags  and  pigs.  Two  of 
the  arrested  women  report  that  another 
was  dumped  backwards  out  of  a  chair 
onto  her  head  during  questioning.  All 
but  one  of  those  arrested  have  filed  com- 
plaints with  the  Citizens'  Independent 
Review  of  Police  Activities  (CIRPA). 

The  chief's  statement 

"Chief  okays  homosexual  awareness," 
a  Toronto  Star  headline  proclaimed  the 
same  morning  those  arrested  were  releas- 
ed from  52  division. 


Last  November  19,  Toronto  City 
Council  requested  that  action  be  taken 
on  modified  versions  of  two  of  the  27 
recommendations  contained  the  Bruner 
report  on  gay  community/police  rela- 
tions. The  first  recommended  that  Police 
Chief  Jack  Ackroyd  issue  a  statement  to 
the  force  saying  that  gay  people  con- 
stituted a  "legitimate  community"  and 
should  not  be  discriminated  against. 

Ackroyd  delivered  his  statement  Janu- 
ary 20,  the  same  day  the  incident  oc- 
curred outside  Together. 

He  stated,  "1  support  the  general  in- 
tent of  the  two  recommendations," 
which  he  quoted  in  full.  He  went  on  to 
say  that  "all  of  the  people  in  the  Metro- 
politan Toronto  community,  including 
the  homosexual  segment  of  the  commu- 
nity (gay/ lesbian),  are  entitled  to  the 
same  rights,  respect,  service  and  protec- 
tion as  all  citizens.  Being  homosexual  is 
not  a  reason  to  deny  anyone  the  right  to 
be  recognized  as  a  legitimate  member  of 
the  community." 

But  saying  that  gay  people  are  legiti- 
mate members  of  the  community  is  not 
the  same  thing  as  saying  that  the  Toronto 
gay  community  is  a  legitimate  one.  The 
distinction  was  not  lost  on  members  of 
the  Toronto  Gay  Community  Council 
(TGCC),  who  called  the  statement  "in- 
tentionally evasive,  and  defying  the  spirit 
of  Council's  request." 

The  second  recommendation  sent  to 
Chief  Ackroyd  was  for  "a  gay  awareness 
programme  (to)  be  established  and  incor- 
porated into  a  general  community  aware- 
ness programme." 

Ackroyd  equivocated  on  the  need  for 
change  in  the  programme,  telling  the 
press  that  the  entire  training  curriculum 
was  under  review. 

However,  Staff  Insp  Jim  Shaw,  a  train- 
ing officer  at  C  O  Bick  College,  the 
police  training  academy,  told  the  Toronto 
Star  that  the  present  programme  was 


At  trial:  clogged  courts,  bargained  pleas 


The  Richmond  Street  cases 

TORONTO  —  The  former  manager  of 
the  Richmond  Street  Health  Emporium 
pleaded  guilty  January  11  to  charges  of 
keeping  a  common  bawdy  house. 

Brian  Rhodes  was  charged  as  a  keeper 
along  with  five  other  men  after  the  Feb- 
ruary 1981  bath  raids.  However,  the 
Crown  offered  to  drop  the  keeping 
charges  against  five  of  the  men  if  one 
would  plead  guilty.  During  the  trial,  the 
men  decided  to  accept  the  Crown's  offer, 
and  Rhodes  pleaded  guilty. 

As  in  the  Romans  II  keepers'  case,  the 
question  of  whether  to  accept  a  deal 
offered  by  the  Crown  was  problematic. 
Crown  Attorney  Mary  Hall  had  attempt- 
ed to  bargain  with  the  men  on  the  first 
day  of  trial,  but  at  that  time  they  were  all 
eager  to  fight  the  case. 

However,  a  number  of  factors  arose 
during  the  trial  which,  from  the  keepers' 
perspective,  made  the  deal  seem  more 
practical  than  fighting  the  charges. 

To  begin  with.  Provincial  Court  Judge 
F  J  McMahon  held  a  voir  dire  (a  trial 
within  a  trial)  to  determine  whether 
statements  taken  by  police  the  night  of 
the  raid  had  been  "threatened  or  indu- 
ced" from  those  charged.  The  judge 
decided  that  they  had  not  been,  and  that 
they  were  thus  admissable  as  evidence. 


McMahon  went  on  to  say  that,  over- 
all, he  believed  the  testimony  of  the  pol- 
ice over  that  of  the  accused. 

Another  factor  which  favoured  the 
deal  was  that  one  of  the  accused  keepers 
was  being  heavily  pressured  by  his  cur- 
rent employer  to  get  the  court  business 
over  with.  The  man  in  question  was  pre- 
pared to  change  his  plea  to  guilty  in 
order  to  protect  his  job. 

In  these  circumstances,  a  new  deal 
from  the  Crown  offered  an  easy  way 
out,  since  a  conviction  seemed  fairly  cer- 
tain in  any  case. 

The  effect  of  the  guilty  plea  on  the 
found-ins'  cases  is  not  clear,  since  the 
judge  has  not  yet  passed  sentence  on 
Rhodes.  The  sentencing  is  significant, 
because  defence  lawyers  are  currently 
arguing  that  a  discharge  is  not  equal  to  a 
conviction,  while  the  Crown  maintains 
the  two  are  equivalent. 

According  to  the  criminal  code,  if 
Rhodes  is  given  a  formal  conviction,  the 
Richmond  Street  will  automatically  be  con- 
sidered to  have  been  a  bawdyhouse  by 
the  Crown  in  proceeding  against  individ- 
ual found-ins.  However,  if  he  is  given  an 
absolute  or  conditional  discharge,  the 
Crown  will  have  to  prove  the  bath  was  a 
bawdyhouse  in  each  found-in  case. 

The  matter  has  not  yet  received  an  offi- 
cial ruling,  but  if  the  distinction  is  upheld. 


the  Crown '  s  case  will  be  severely  hampered . 

Two  Richmond  Street  found-ins  ap- 
peared before  Judge  McMahon  shortly 
after  Rhodes  entered  his  guilty  plea.  One 
was  found  to  have  had  a  lawful  excuse, 
and  acquitted.  The  other  was  found  guil- 
ty and  given  a  conditional  discharge. 

Provincial  Court  Judge  Sydney  Harris 
dismissed  charges  against  a  third  Rich- 
mond Street  found-in,  after  police  could 
not  properly  identify  him  in  court. 
Charges  have  also  been  dismissed  by  dif- 
ferent judges  against  two  found-ins  from 
Romans  II,  for  the  same  reason. 

The  Romans  II  trials 

Final  submissions  have  been  entered  in 
another  found-in  trial,  this  one  from 
Romans  11. 

In  that  trial,  defence  lawyer  Rick 
Carleton  argued  that  his  client  had  a  law- 
ful excuse  on  the  basis  that  the  Romans 
II  is  a  social  club  which  offers  a  variety 
of  services,  only  one  of  which  is  the  op- 
portunity for  discreet  sex  behind  closed 
doors.  Carleton  pointed  out  to  the  judge 
that  police  testimony  indicates  illegal 
acts  occurred  only  a  small  fraction  of  the 
total  time  the  club  was  open,  and  that 
the  club  was  used  improperly  by  very  few 
patrons.  Carleton  then  asked  the  judge 
whether  such  testimony  could  be  used  to 
incriminate  everyone  found  on  the 
premises  the  night  of  the  raid. 

This  trial  is  also  the  first  found-in  case 
in  which  a  defence  witness  has  been 
called,  in  this  instance  to  offer  evidence 


contradicting  testimony  of  undercover 
police  officers. 

Provincial  Court  Judge  C  H  Paris 
complimented  the  defence  on  its  presen- 
tation and  said,  "Never  have  the  issues 
been  so  clear  before  me  in  these  cases.... 
It's  unfortunate  that  this  was  not  the 
first  case  in  this  series."  Paris  will  deliver 
his  judgment  March  17. 

Philip  FotheringhamG 

The  tally  so  far 

•Police  raided  six  baths  in  two  separate 
operations.  On  February  5,  1981:  Rich- 
mond Street  Health  Emporium,  Romans 
11  Health  Spa.  Club  Toronto,  The  Bar- 
racks. On  June  16,  1981:  Back,Door 
Gym,  International  Steambath. 

•Total  number  of  men  charged:  343.  Of 
these,  309  were  charged  with  being 
found-ins,  31  with  being  keepers  and  six 
with  conspiracy  to  live  off  the  avails  of 
crime.  Some  men  were  charged  twice. 

•RTPC  knows  of  43  cases  disposed  of 
(there  may  be  more).  These  include:  I 
conspirator,  II  keepers  and  31  found- 
ins. 

•The  results  of  these  trials:  Conspirators 
—  1  guilty  plea.  Keepers  —  2  guilty 
pleas,  5  charges  withdrawn.  4  charges 
dismissed.  Found-ins  —  7  guilty  verdicts. 
10  acquittals,  14  charges  withdrawn. 

•Trial  dates  for  other  individuals  are 
sprinkled  throughout  the  February-June 
period,  r 
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quite  adequate.  He  said  that  recruits  now 
take  classes  in  "abnormality  of  sexual 
behaviour  and  sexual  preference,"  con- 
ducted by  a  staff  physician  from  the 
Queen  Street  Mental  Health  Centre. 

Soap:  Laundering  the  Budget 

The  gay  council,  at  a  February  1  press 
conference,  drew  a  "stark  comparison" 
between  "what  the  police  say  and  what 
they  do"  as  it  contrasted  the  arrests  out- 
side Together  with  Ackroyd's  statement. 

The  Council's  anger  also  focussed  on 
Operation  Soap  —  the  police  undercover 
operation  which  surfaced  November  23, 
during  the  trial  of  the  owner  and  employ- 
ees of  the  Richmond  Street  Health  Em- 
porium. PC  Doug  James  revealed,  under 
cross-examination  by  defence  lawyer 
Paul  Stern,  the  existence  of  the  Intelli- 
gence Bureau  operation  devoted  to  the 
surveillance  of  certain  downtown  streets 
and  gay  bars  as  well  as  baths.  It's  intend- 
ed to  search  out  "criminal  activity  in  the 
gay  community,"  according  to  James. 

"The  Intelligence  budget  is  allocated 
to  fight  organized  crime,  not  to  harass 
organized  minorities,"  the  Council's  Bob 
Gallagher  angrily  told  the  press.  As  an 
Intelligence  operation.  Soap  reports  di- 
rectly to  Ackroyd.  But  because  it's  an  In- 
telligence operation,  Ackroyd  told  The 
Star  he  can't  comment  on  whether  or  not 
Soap  still  exists. 

Bars  still  squeezed 

Gallagher  went  on  to  say  that  "Vir- 
tually every  gay  bar  in  Toronto  has  been 
subjected  to  malicious  harassment  by  the 
police  through  the  enforcement  of 
minor  liquor  and  safety  regulations." 

Fifty-two  division  is  the  home  of  most 
gay  bars,  and  the  division's  hotel  report 


February  6,  1982:  anniversary  protest  demands  action,  but  the  community  grows  cynical 


for  the  week  of  January  4-10  shows  that 
35  of  the  approximately  700  licensed  es- 
tablishments in  the  division  were  visited. 
This  included  five  of  the  ten  gay  bars  in 
the  area  and  one  of  them.  Dudes,  was 
charged  with  overcrowding.  For  the 
week  of  January  25  to  February  1,  eight 
of  the  36  visits  in  the  division  were  to  gay 
establishments  (five  bars  visited,  three  of 
them  twice)  and  Dudes  was  charged 
again.  None  of  the  straight  bars  in  either 
report  were  cautioned  or  charged,  and 
neither  have  any  of  the  straight  bars  in 
the  gay  ghetto  who  were  informally  poll- 
ed by  TBP  ever  been  charged. 

Staff  Supt  David  Sproule  says  there 
are  "four  or  five  (gay  bars)  with  prob- 
lems and,  of  course,  officers  will  go  back 


RTPC:  Covering  costs  and 
keeping  people  committed 

The  Right  to  Privacy  Committee  has  be- 
come almost  a  household  word  in  Toron- 
to's gay  community.  It  wasn't  always  so. 

The  RTPC  (as  everyone  calls  it)  was 
formed  in  January  1979  after  a  police  raid 
on  The  Barracks,  a  bathhouse  known  for 
its  S/M  chentele.  But  until  February  5, 
1981 ,  the  organization  was  only  one  of 
many  groups  defending  a  particular  con- 
stituency within  the  gay  community. 

The  police  raids  on  four  gay  baths 
changed  that  overnight.  After  a  spectacu- 
lar demonstration  that  took  over  Yonge 
Street  the  next  night  and  a  tumultuous, 
thousand-strong  public  meeting  at  Jarvis 
Collegiate  February  10,  the  RTPC  found 
itself  on  the  crest  of  an  angry  and  politi- 
cized gay  community.  Committees  involv- 
ing hundreds  of  people  were  set  up  to 
raise  funds,  offer  counselling  and  support 
found-ins,  coordinate  the  legal  defence, 
organize  more  demonstrations  and  pre- 
pare for  the  political  battles  ahead. 

The  RTPC  fundraising  committee  has 
collected  more  than  $80,000  since  Febru- 
ary 1981  through  direct  mail  campaigns, 
dances  and  special  events.  One  of  the 
group's  major  tasks  has  been  to  work  out 
an  equitable  means  of  distributing  that 
money  to  defend  the  found-ins  and 
keepers  effectively. 

The  Right  to  Privacy  Foundation  was 
created  in  the  fall  of  1981  to  establish  a 
firm  legal  footing  for  that  complex  and 
delicate  job.  Its  present  board  has  five 
members,  three  from  the  RTPC  executive 
and  two,  a  chartered  accountant  and  a 
lawyer,  from  the  outside. 

"The  Foundation  has  worked  out  a 
funding  scheme  which  bears  some  resem- 
blance to  legal  aid  payments,"  said  David 
Rayside,  Secretary  to  the  Foundation 


Board.  "Lawyers  whose  clients  request 
funding  will  be  paid  on  an  hourly  rate  for 
preparation  and  additional  money  for 
each  day  in  court.  The  board  can  increase 
the  rate  to  lawyers  who  have  been  partic- 
ularly helpful  in  the  overall  defence  ef- 
fort. Several  lawyers  have  been  involved 
in  exchanging  information  and  documen- 
tation and  working  out  a  common  strate- 
gy in  the  courts." 

The  fund's  resources  are  divided  into 
two  major  parts.  Two-thirds  is  reserved 
for  distribution  to  any  found-in  or  keeper 
who  requests  help.  The  remaining  third  is 
used  for  special  cases.  Special  cases  are 
those  which  may  set  precedents  or  are 
especially  important  for  the  community. 
Don  Franco,  who  was  charged  with  keep- 
ing a  common  bawdyhouse  in  his  own 
home  after  he  revealed  to  the  press  that 
the  police  had  been  improperly  informing 
employers  that  their  employees  were 
found-ins,  was  considered  a  special  case. 

"Most  of  the  money  distributed  so  far 
has  involved  the  one-third  special  fund," 
said  Rayside.  "Of  the  nearly  $6,700  paid 
out  from  the  regular  fund,  $4,200  has 
gone  to  the  found-ins  and  $1,500  to 
keepers.  Since  most  of  the  cases  are  only 
coming  to  court  now,  we  expect  to  con- 
tinue to  receive  requests  through  the  year. 
Knowing  that  the  money  is  there  is  en- 
couraging a  lot  of  people  to  plead  not 
guilty  because  they  know  they  can  count 
on  our  help  in  the  trial." 

"It's  been  an  exciting  year,  a  hard 
year,"  said  RTPC  chairperson  George 
Smith.  "It's  a  really  difficult  task  to  keep 
people  committed  and  working  once  a 
crisis  has  passed.  We  haven't  always  suc- 
ceeded. We've  lost  people. 

"The  RTPC  has  been  a  significant  ex- 
periment with  mass  organizing  in  the  gay 
community.  I  think  we've  learned  a  lot 
about  how  to  make  an  organization  and  a 
community  work,"  he  concluded. 

Tim  McCaskellD 


and  check  out  these  places."  He  says  he's 
concerned  that  fires  or  rowdiness  might 
result  in  injuries  in  overcrowded  bars. 

Roger  Wilkes  of  Dudes  explains  that 
the  police  never  show  up  to  inspect  after 
last  call.  "How  could  it  be  any  less  dan- 
gerous after  the  licence  is  not  in  effect? 
They  aren't  sincere  about  protecting  peo- 
ple, just  about  harassment."  Dave 
Davies,  one  of  the  owners  of  18  East, 
calls  the  apparent  crackdown  "a  blatant 
example  of  Operation  Soap."  Boots 
owner  Ward  Haggar  says  that  uniformed 
cops  have  been  on  his  premises  intimi- 
dating people  lined  up  to  get  in. 

The  Barn,  Together  and  Les  Cavaliers 
have  also  been  visited  and  owners  have 
been  forced  to  make  patrons  queue  for 
long  periods  in  order  to  satisfy  the 
police.  The  remaining  bars  report  no 
visits  by  police. 

More  bathroonn  busts 

The  Gay  Community  Council  also 
cited  a  police  surveillance  and  entrap- 
ment operation  in  the  third  floor  wash- 
room of  The  Bay  department  store  at 
Yonge  and  Bloor  (see  page  13)  as  yet  an- 
other example  of  police  unwillingness  to 
cooperate  with  the  gay  community  in  the 
spirit  of  the  Bruner  recommendations. 

The  Council  failed  to  set  up  a  meeting 
with  The  Bay  management  and  52  divi- 
sion. A  stalemate  was  reached  when  the 
Council  explained  that  it  was  willing  to 
talk  only  about  the  arrests  and  only  if  all 
concerned  parties  participated  in  the 
discussion.  The  Toronto  area  manager  of 
The  Bay,  George  Kosich  was  willing  to 
meet  only  if  Staff  Supt  Sproule  said  it 
was  necessary.  Sproule  thought  it  wasn't 
—  he  wanted  to  talk  about  dialogue,  not 
entrapment  at  The  Bay. 

The  Hawkes  affair 

The  same  day  the  Gay  Community 
Council  released  its  response  to 
Ackroyd's  statement,  yet  another  avenue 
for  independent  investigation  of  gay 
community/police  antagonism  was 
closed.  Metropolitan  Community 
Church  minister  Brent  Hawkes'  charge 
against  constable  John  Schertzer,  whom 
Hawkes  alleges  assaulted  him  after  a  gay 
rally  June  20,  was  withdrawn  by  Assis- 
tant Crown  Attorney  David  Proctor.  In 
an  unusual  move,  the  Crown  first  inter- 
vened in  the  case  and  prevented  Hawkes 
from  conducting  his  own  suit;  Proctor 
then  refused  to  follow  through  on  the 
case,  claiming  he  lacked  the  information 
necessary  to  proceed. 

The  legacy  of  February  6 

Despite  freezing  temperatures,  the  ci- 
ty's lesbian  and  gay  community  came  out 
in  large  numbers  to  commemorate  the 


original  spontaneous  community  reac- 
tion to  the  bath  raids  a  year  ago.  Sharon 
Stone  of  J-esbians  Against  the  Right  told 
the  crowd  of  700  demonstrators  about 
the  Together  incident,  stressing  that  les- 
bians are  no  safer  than  gay  men  from 
continuing  police  hostility. 

City  Council's  Neighbourhoods  Com- 
mittee voted  February  9  to  call  on  the 
Metro  Board  of  Pohce  commissioners  to 
meet  privately  with  aldermen  and  repre- 
sentatives of  the  gay  community.  Police 
commission  chairman  Phil  Givens  said 
he  had  no  objection  to  such  a  meeting, 
but  the  Gay  Community  Council  cannot 
commit  itself  until  members  discuss  the 
proposal  February  24. 

Police  Chief  Ackroyd  told  TBP  in  an 
interview  that  he  had  "tried  to  show 
good  faith"  with  his  statement  and  add- 
ed, "You'll  polarize  things  further  if  you 
come  out  against  it."  Ward  6  alderman 
Gordon  Chong,  who  has  attempted  to 
act  as  an  intermediary  between  the  gay 
community  and  the  police,  also  defended 
Ackroyd's  statement.  "Yes  it's  a  weak 
and  watered-down  wording,"  he  said, 
"but  the  intent  is  not  watered  down. 
Ackroyd  has  to  play  to  two  audiences.  I 
look  at  it  as  a  partial  step.  You've  got 
your  foot  in  the  door." 

The  gay  community  itself  is  torn  be- 
tween wanting  action  as  soon  as  possible 
and  an  increasing  cynicism  that  the  Bru- 
ner report's  dicilogue  committee  would 
be  little  more  than  window  dressing. 

Chris  Bearchell  with  research  by 

Ed  Jackson  and  Philip  FotheringhamD 
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Appeal  exceeds  goal 
second  year  In  a  row 

Toronto's  tackiest  castle  was  once  again 
the  site  of  the  Gay  Community  Appeal 
awards  night,  which  managed  to  surpass 
even  last  year's  smashing  success. 

Casa  Loma  II  packed  in  a  capacity 
crowd  of  800  people  February  12  to 
hear  Time  Out,  an  all-male  singing 
group,  to  dance  to  the  music  of  Mama 
Quilla,  and  to  applaud  the  granting  of 
$35,000  to  23  enterprises.  Projects  fell 
into  categories  such  as  expressing  our- 
selves, telling  the  world  and  helping 
each  other.  They  included  theatre 
pieces,  preserving  lesbian  and  gay 
history  and  providing  our  community's 
organizations  with  much-needed  re- 
source material  and  equipment. 

This  year's  campaign  of  Support  Our 
Selves  evenings  —  complete  with  travel- 
ling audio-visual  presentation  —  actual- 
ly raised  $37,5(X),  exceeding  this  year's 
goal  by  $2,500.  The  surplus  will  go  into 
the  Appeal's  Front  Money  Fund,  which 
provides  interest-free  loans  for  projects 
that  are  ultimately  self-financing. 

Campaign  '83  is  already  underway. 
Call  (416)  869-3036  if  you  want  to  get 
involved.  D 

Success:  Casa  Loma  celebration  for  Appeal 
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COPWATCH 


Drug-bandit  suspect  found 


TORONTO  —  A  man  believed  to  be  the 
"barbiturate  bandit,"  who  drugged  and 
robbed  a  number  of  gay  men  in  Toronto 
during  the  early  summer  of  1981,  was  ar- 
rested by  San  Francisco  police  January 
28.  He  has  been  identified  as  Saban 
Dreas,  34,  a  recent  immigrant  from 
Yugoslavia  to  the  US.  He  is  currently  be- 
ing held  on  $250,000  bail  pending  trial 
on  numerous  charges  of  burglary,  rob- 
bery, auto  theft  and  the  administration 
of  a  stupefying  drug. 

The  use  of  stupefying  drugs  was  the 
bandit's  trademark  throughout  a  spec- 
tacular crime  spree  which  took  him  to 
most  of  the  major  gay  centres  on  the 
continent.  His  modus  operandi  was  dev- 
astatingly  effective,  and  never  varied. 
The  short,  good-looking  man  with  the 
friendly  manner  would  approach  a  pros- 
pective victim,  usually  in  the  street,  and 
soon  would  persuade  the  quarry  to  in- 
vite him  home.  After  the  victim  passed 
out,  he  would  strip  the  apartment  of 
cash,  jewellery  and  other  valuables. 

He  used  a  combination  of  two  drugs, 
Pyribenzamine,  an  antihistamine,  and 
Chloral  Hydrate,  a  sleeping  potion.  The 
latter  drug  is  commonly  called  "Mickey 
Finn."  It  gave  the  bandit  his  American 
handle,  the  "Mickey  Finn  robber." 

It  was  learned  that  about  a  year  ago, 
Dreas  was  arrested  in  New  York,  where 
he  was  a  suspect  in  some  250  robberies. 
On  March  28  he  was  released  on  $10,000 
bail  put  up  by  his  employer.  He 
vanished. 

From  early  May  until  July,  the  bandit 
operated  in  Toronto,  striking  at  least 
four  times,  and  perhaps  more.  Of  his 
four  known  Toronto  victims,  two  were 
so  leery  of  contact  with  the  police  that 
they  did  not  report  the  robberies,  in 
spite  of  the  loss  of  thousands  of  dollars 
in  property. 

By  August  the  "barbiturate  bandit" 
was  operating  in  Chicago,  where  he  left 
at  least  ten  victims  before  moving  on  to 
the  San  Francisco  area. 

The  gay  press  was  a  key  factor  in 
finally  running  Dreas  to  earth.  Stephen 
Kulieke,  associate  editor  of  Chicago's 
Gay  Life,  linked  Dreas  to  reports  of 
barbiturate  robberies  in  Chicago  and 
San  Francisco  and  alerted  police. 

Bill  LoosD 

Ifs  hard  to  think  well  of  The  Bay 

Toronto  police  appear  to  have  respond- 
ed to  the  Bruner  Report's  recommenda- 
tion of  a  moratorium  on  undercover 
police  spying  in  public  washrooms  by 
stepping  up  such  surveillance.  The 
third-floor  washroom  at  The  Bay 
department  store  at  Yonge  and  Bloor 
was  the  scene  of  a  wave  of  arrests  dur- 
ing late  December  and  early  January. 

The  full  number  of  arrests  is  not 
known,  but  on  January  6  Sgt  Bob 
Adaire  of  52  Division  indicated  that 
there  had  been  "maybe  a  dozen  or 
more."  Adaire  told  7"flPthat  it  was  not 
police  policy  to  survey  washrooms,  ex- 
cept in  response  to  a  complaint.  Police 
had  received  a  letter  in  early  December 
complaining  of  activities  in  The  Bay 
washrooms,  he  said.  Most  of  those 
arrested  have  been  charged  with  "inde- 
cent act"  offences. 

Accounts  of  some  of  the  arrested  men 
indicate  that  the  observation  set-up  at 
The  Bay  may  allow  the  police  to  see  into 
closed  toilet  cubicles.  One  man  alleges 
that  he  was  sitting  alone  in  a  cubicle, 
masturbating,  when  police  began 


pounding  on  the  door,  gained  entry,  and 
placed  him  under  arrest. 

Members  of  the  gay  community  res- 
ponded to  the  washroom  harassment  by 
leafletting  shoppers  at  The  Bay,  warning 
them  of  the  possible  perils  and  lack  of 
privacy  they  faced  using  the  store's 
facilities.  The  campaign  appears  to  have 
had  some  effect,  as  there  have  been  no 
more  arrests  reported  of  late.  BLD 

Vacancy  on  cop  board 

Winfield  McKay  is  stepping  down  from 
his  ten-year  position  on  the  Metro  Tor- 
onto Police  Commission,  after  the  prov- 
incial government  decided  to  enforce  a 
rule  limiting  tenure  on  provincial  boards 
to  six  years. 

One  of  the  more  outspoken  board 
members,  McKay  had  been  heavily  criti- 
cized for  making  derogatory  remarks 
about  gay  and  black  activists.  His  part- 
ing shot  on  leaving  was  to  complain  that 


Winfield  McKay:  pot  shots  on  the  way  out 

the  commission  spent  too  much  time 
talking  about  the  concerns  of 
homosexuals. 

Solicitor  General  Roy  McMurtry  invi- 
ted Anglican  Suffragan  Bishop  Arthur 
Brown,  who  had  assisted  Gerald 
Emmett  Cardinal  Carter  in  his  1980  in- 
vestigation of  police-minority  relations, 
to  fill  the  vacancy.  Brown  declined,  say- 
ing he  thought  it  "ill-advised"  for  a 
bishop  to  sit  on  a  poHtical  body  Hke  the 
commission.  And,  he  said,  he  did  not 
want  to  stand  in  the  way  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  representative  from  one  of 
the  minority  communities.  BLD 


Charges  laid  in  murder  cases 

Metro  Police  Homicide  investigators 
have  laid  further  charges  relating  to  the 
murders  of  two  gay  men  last  year. 

On  November  19,  1981,  Lloyd  Edward 
Wilson,  32,  of  Kingston,  Ontario,  gave 
himself  up  to  police.  He  has  been 
charged  with  first-degree  murder  in  the 
slaying  of  artist  David  Murphy.  Murphy 
was  found  bludgeoned  and  strangled  to 
death  in  his  Scarborough  apartment  last 
June  29.  Also  charged  in  the  same  mur- 
der is  Dale  Clarence  Thompson,  31,  a 
Joyceville  Penitentiary  escapee,  who 
was  arrested  back  in  October. 

On  January  21,  police  arrested  Ed- 
ward Michael  Holness,  23,  of  no  fixed 
address,  and  charged  him  with  first- 
degree  murder  in  the  death  of  John 
Henry  Martin,  who  was  found  dead  of 
multiple  stab  wounds  in  his  Jarvis  Street 
apartment  last  November  16. 

The  latest  arrests  make  a  sharp  break 
with  the  past  when  very  few  arrests  were 
ever  made  in  such  murder  cases. 
Charges  have  now  been  laid  in  four 
slayings  of  gay  men  which  took  place  in 
Metro  Toronto  in  1981.  BLD 


Do  you  know  this  woman?  She's  a  friend 
of  yours. 

Like  you,  she's  well-educated,  about 
your  age,  works  in  the  city  and  lives  with  a 
lover  or  with  a  bunch  of  friends.  Like  you, 
she  gives  some  of  her  time  or  money  to  a 
lesbian  or  gay  group.  Like  you,  she  sees 
that  things  need  to  change  and  she  wants 
to  change  them. 

Unlike  you,  she  doesn't  read  The  Body 
Politic.  She  knows  about  us,  but  she 
doesn't  really  know  us. 

Help  us  get  acquainted. 

Most  people  find  out  about  The  Body 
Politic  from  friends.  It's  that  simple  —  and 
we  like  it  that  way.  A  community  of  active, 
supportive  readers  is  the  best  advertising 
a  magazine  can  get. 

Together  with  you,  we'd  like  to  give  your 
friend  a  gift:  a  six-issue  trial  subscription 
to  The  Body  Politic  —  at  no  cost  to  you  or 
to  her.  We'll  send  it  free. 

Just  fill  in  the  form  below,  clip  it  out 
and  mail  it  to  us  at  Box  7289,  Station  A, 
Toronto  M5W  1X9.  (If  you  need  more  room, 
use  a  separate  sheet  of  paper.)  We'll  send 
her  the  next  six  issues  of  The  Body  Politic 
(in  a  neat,  brown  envelope)  along  with  a 
note  saying  it's  from  you. 

She's  your  friend.  And  we  can't  send 
her  this  gift  without  your  help. 


Send  it  to  her.  Free. 


Please  enter  a  free  six-issue  subscription  for 

Name  


My  name  is:. 


Address 


City, 


Address 
City 


Code 


.Code 


And  another  for 


Name 


Signature: 


Mail  to:  The  Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  Stn  A.  Toronto  M5W  1X9 
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ACROSS  CANADA 


Ontario  NOP  reaffirms  gay  rights  stand 


TORONTO  —  The  Ontario  New  Dem- 
ocratic Party  has  chosen  new  leader  Bob 
Rae  to  replace  the  disgraced  Michael 
Cassidy,  and  has  adopted  the  strongest 
set  of  gay  rights  policies  ever  endorsed 
by  the  party. 

On  the  opening  day  of  the  conven- 
tion, which  coincided  with  the  first 
anniversary  of  the  Toronto  bath  raids, 
the  more  than  1 ,500  delegates  gathered 
at  the  Harbour  Castle  Hilton  gave 
strong  support  to  a  series  of  resolutions 
that  included: 

•  a  call  for  repeal  of  the  common 
bawdyhouse  provisions  of  the  Criminal 
Code  —  the  resolution  accused  those 
who  mounted  last  year's  massive  bath 
raids  of  "blatant  political  motivation"; 

•  a  renewed  demand  for  a  public  inquiry 
into  the  raids; 

•  improved  police  training  to  counteract 
bigotry  and  homophobia 

•  continued  work  for  the  inclusion  of  a 
sexual  orientation  clause  in  the  Ontario 
Human  Rights  Code. 

Leadership  was  up  for  grabs  because 
of  the  party's  poor  showing  in  the  last 
Ontario  election.  Then-leader  Michael 
Cassidy  was  the  author  of  a  pre-election 
campaign  strategy  that  included  backing 
off  the  party's  gay  rights  policy  at  a 
time  when  Human  Rights  Code  amend- 
ments were  being  debated  in  the  legisla- 
ture. Once  the  election  was  called,  gay 
voters  and  party  workers  stayed  home 
in  droves,  and  the  NDP  racked  up  the 
worst  performance  in  its  history. 

The  leadership  election,  held  on  the 
final  day  of  the  convention,  was  all  over 
in  one  ballot,  with  federal  MP  Robert 
Rae  (Broadview-Greenwood)  easily 
defeating  the  two  other  contenders,  Jim 
Foulds  and  Richard  Johnston. 


NDP  convention:  Richard  Johnston  (left),  federal  leader  Ed  Broadbent  and  winner  Bob  Rae 


Johnston,  who  represents  the  provin- 
cial riding  of  Scarborough  West,  main- 
tained a  strong  pro-gay  rights  stand 
throughout  the  leadership  campaign, 
and  was  the  target  of  a  hate  propaganda 
blitz  by  right-wing  activist  Stew 
Newton,  of  Positive  Parents.  A  leaflet 
asking,  "Do  you  want  Richard  John- 
ston and  the  NDP  to  give  homosexuals 
more  power?"  was  widely  distributed  in 
Scarborough.  Featuring  a  photograph 
of  Johnston  surrounded  by  a  collage  of 
newspaper  clippings  about  the  sexual 


abuse  of  children,  it  hit  a  new  low  — 
even  for  Newton. 

Bill  LoosO 

New  cops  told  to  respect  gays 

AYLMER,  ON  —  According  to  County 
Court  Judge  John  Greenwood  of  Toron- 
to, minority  groups  have  rights  and 
those  rights  should  be  recognized  by 
police. 

Judge  Greenwood  addressed  the 
police  recruit  graduation  ceremony  at 


John  Watkins:  dead  at  "Rockbottom 


35 


MONTREAL  —  A  coroner's  inquest 
that  began  in  Montreal  December  21  has 
started  to  probe  "Operation  Rockbot- 
tom," the  ultimately  fatal  interrogation 
of  retired  diplomat  John  Watkins  by 
members  of  the  RCMP  security  service 
17  years  ago. 

Watkins  was  one  of  the  stars  of  Can- 
ada's diplomatic  corps  when  he  served 
as  ambassador  to  the  USSR  from  1954  to 
1956.  During  that  time  the  Soviet  securi- 
ty service  learned  that  Watkins  was  gay 
and  made  a  crude  attempt  to  blackmail 
him  into  assisting  them.  Watkins  did  not 
succumb,  and  in  fact  was  singularly  un- 
helpful to  the  Soviets  through  the  re- 
mainder of  his  career.  He  never  reported 
the  attempt  to  compromise  him. 

In  time,  the  story  came  out  and  an  in- 
vestigation, code-named  "Operation 
Rockbottom,"  was  launched.  Notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  Watkins  had  re- 
tired because  of  poor  health,  and  was 
recovering  from  a  major  heart  attack, 
the  RCMP  dispatched  two  agents,  Harry 
Brandes  and  Leslie  James  Bennett,  to 
France,  where  Watkins  was  living.  A 
month  later,  still  in  the  company  of  his 
two  inquisitors,  Watkins  lay  dead  in  a 
Montreal  hotel  room. 

The  circumstances  of  Watkins'  death 
were  successfully  concealed  from  the 
public  for  17  years.  Only  last  year,  dur- 
ing a  general  disgorgement  of  skeletons 
from  the  Mounties'  closet,  did  details  of 
the  diplomat's  death  begin  to  leak  out. 
At  the  request  of  NDP  justice  critic 


Svend  Robinson,  Quebec  Justice  Minis- 
ter Marc-Andre  Bedard  ordered  the 
inquest. 

Uona  Kerner,  the  doctor  who  exam- 
ined Watkins  and  signed  the  death  cer- 
tificate, testified  that  she  was  unaware 
the  men  with  Watkins  were  police 
agents.  They  did  not  tell  her  that  they 
had  subjected  Watkins  to  a  month-long 
grilling.  Had  she  known,  she  said,  she 
would  have  ordered  an  autopsy.  While 
Brandes'  name  was  entered  on  the  death 
certificate,  he  was  identified  only  as  "a 
friend  of  the  deceased." 

An  RCMP  witness,  Gustav  Begalki, 
who  was  in  charge  of  counter-intelli- 
gence in  Quebec  at  the  time  of  Watkins' 
death,  asserted  that  "there  is  no  ques- 
tion of  a  cover-up  or  anything  illegal." 

Brandes  told  the  inquest  that  he,  Ben- 
nett and  Watkins  were  "reminiscing"  in 
the  hotel  room  on  the  evening  of  Octo- 
ber 12,  1964,  when  Watkins  suddenly 
collapsed.  "In  the  middle  of  a  sentence 
he  reached  for  a  cigarette.  He  took  a 
deep  breath.  He  gasped  and  flung  his 
head  back  in  the  chair  and  remained 
motionless."  Efforts  to  resuscitate  him 
were  unsuccessful. 

Brandes^  who  is  now  the  RCMP's 
head  of  counter-intelligence,  cited  reas- 
ons of  "national  security"  for  covering 
up  the  RCMP's  role  in  the  diplomat's 
death.  For  similar  reasons,  copies  of 
police  documents  on  "Operation  Rock- 
bottom" entered  as  evidence  were  heav- 
ily censored. 


The  man  in  charge  of  questioning 
Watkins,  Leslie  James  Bennett,  has  not 
yet  been  heard  from,  and  he  may  never 
be.  On  January  6,  Coroner  Stanislas 
Dery  adjourned  the  inquest  "indefinite- 
ly" while  he  pondered  whether  to  have 
Bennett  brought  from  retirement  in 
Australia  to  testify. 

While  the  inquest  has  filled  in  some 
details,  it  has  left  many  questions  still 
unanswered.  We  still  don't  know  who 
ordered  the  investigation,  or  what  de- 
gree of  psychological  or  other  pressure 
was  applied  to  Watkins.  The  inquest 
has,  however,  probably  shattered  one 
comfortable  assumption  we  have  long 
"held  —  that  Canadians  cannot  just  dis- 
appear into  the  hands  of  the  police.  D 

File-destruction  policy  lacking 

OTTAWA  —  Solicitor  General  Robert 
Kaplan,  the  minister  responsible  for  the 
RCMP,  appears  to  be  in  no  hurry  to  des- 
troy the  files  that  the  Mounties  have  col- 
lected on  homosexuals  over  the  years. 
The  MacDonald  Commission  into  RCMP 
wrong-doing  last  year  recommended  that 
the  Mounties  cease  collecting  such  files 
and  destroy  those  they  have. 

Responding  to  an  inquiry  by  Gays  of 
Ottawa,  Kaplan  recently  stated  that  "it 
would  be  unwise  for  me  to  authorize  any 
file  destruction  by  the  RCMP  in  the  short 
term."  The  reason?  The  RCMP  and  the 
government  had  not  yet  come  up  with  a 
new  file-destruction  policy. 

Kaplan  promised  that,  once  a  policy 
had  been  devised,  "many  of  the  existing 
RCMP  security  service  files  will  be 
destroyed. "D 


the  Ontario  Police  College  here  Febru- 
ary 5.  He  said  it  was  quite  obvious  that 
police  could  expect  confrontations  with 
minority  groups  and  that  such  encoun- 
ters would  increase. 

"It  is  essential  that  you  recognize 
their  rights  to  object,"  Greenwood 
warned  the  graduates. 

"Lifestyles  have  changed  in  the  past 
15  to  20  years,"  he  added.  "Homosexu- 
als cannot  be  coerced  into  being  hetero- 
sexuals and  this  should  not  be  the  inten- 
tion of  the  police." 

The  judge  stressed  that,  as  long  as  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  any  minority  did 
not  involve  breaches  of  the  Canadian 
criminal  code,  they  were  entitled  to  full 
protection  from  police  forces  at  all 
levels. 

Tabloid  draws  complaint 

MONTREAL  —  L'association  pour  les 
droits  de  la  communaute  gaie  du  Quebec 
(ADGQ)  has  lodged  a  complaint  with  the 
Quebec  Press  Council  against  the  Jour- 
nal de  Montreal  following  sensationalist 
reporting  of  a  police  raid  on  a  private 
gay  party.  Following  the  raid,  the  Jour- 
nal printed  three  lurid  articles  complete 
with  photographs,  alleging  that  a  tor- 
ture chamber  had  been  discovered  at  the 
party. 

The  raid  took  place  last  October  24, 
on  a  private  home  on  St  Hubert  St.  Pol- 
ice charged  two  owners  with  selling 
alcohol  without  a  licence  and  150  guests 
with  being  present  in  an  establishment 
where  alcohol  was  being  sold  illegally. 
However,  no  charges  were  laid  relating 
to  sexual  activity. 

ADGQ  representative  Claude  Beaulieu 
told  TBP  that  Journal  torture  chamber 
reports  were  a  complete  fabrication  and 
that  the  photos  taken  were  merely  of 
articles  like  cockrings,  handcuffs  and 
studded  belts  which  belonged  to  guests 
and  were  confiscated  by  police.  The 
photographs  were  not  taken  at  the  time 
of  the  raid  and  it  seems  clear  that  police 
collaborated  with  the  Journal  in  allow- 
ing the  pictures  to  be  taken.  In  fact,  no 
other  media  reported  on  the  raid  at  all. 

During  the  raid,  police  photographed 
each  guest  individually,  on  the  pretext 
that  photos  were  necessary  to  identify 
those  charged  in  court.  Police  Jilso 
claimed  the  house  had  been  under  sur- 
veillance for  some  time,  and  that  they 
suspected  the  owners  had  been  opera- 
ting an  illegal  bar  on  the  premises. 

When  the  case  came  to  court,  the 
owners  and  guests  were  all  found  guilty 
as  charged  and  the  guests  were  fined  $25 
each.  The  matter  of  the  so-called  torture 
chamber  was  never  raised  in  court,  nor 
was  any  evidence  presented  to  suggest 
that  the  home  had  been  operating  as  an 
illegal  bar. 

The  press  council  is  expected  to  rule 
on  the  ADGQ  complaint  by  the  end  of 
February.  Depending  on  the  council's 
decision,  the  owners  of  the  home  plan 
to  lodge  a  complaint  with  the  police 
department  about  the  raid  and  the  un- 
necessary taking  of  photos. 

Abusive  cop  reprimanded 

CALGARY  —  The  police  department 
has  upheld  a  complaint  by  local  gay  ac- 
tivist Bob  Harris  regarding  an  incident 
of  police  harassment  in  Central  Park 
last  summer. 

Harris  received  a  letter  in  early  Janu- 
ary from  Deputy  Chief  Ernie  Reimer 
stating  that  an  internal  investigation  of 
the  incident  has  "sustained"  his  com- 
plaint about  "unnecessary  use  of  au- 
thority" by  one  policeman.  Constable 
Boyle.  However,  investigators  rejected 
similar  complaints  against  three  other 
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policemen  involved  in  the  affair. 

Harris  alleged  that  he  and  two  male 
friends  were  verbally  and  physically 
abused  by  police  August  7,  while  the 
men  were  walking  through  the  park 
{TBP,  September).  According  to  Harris, 
police  ordered  the  men  to  produce  iden- 
tification, including  addresses,  phone 
numbers  and  physical  descriptions.  The 
police  demanded  to  know  if  Harris  and 
his  friends  were  "faggots,"  and  one  of 
them  pushed  Harris  into  a  police  car, 
threatening  to  take  him  "for  a  long  ride 
and  walk  back"  if  he  didn't  cooperate. 

Police  then  took  one  of  the  men, 
Henry  Berg,  to  the  station,  falsely 
claiming  he  was  drunk,  and  locked  him 
up  for  the  night.  Berg  also  filed  a  com- 
plaint, but  it  was  rejected  by  police 
investigators. 

The  incident  was  rather  ironic,  Harris 
told  TBP,  in  that  he  and  his  friends  had 
gone  to  the  park  that  night  to  investi- 
gate reports  that  police  were  harassing 
gay  men. 

Deputy  Chief  Reimer  confirmed  that 
Constable  Boyle  had  been  officially  rep- 
rimanded, but  would  not  disclose  details 
about  further  disciphnary  action.  Harris 
is  satisfied  with  the  investigation,  but  in- 
tends to  take  his  complaint  to  the  police 
commission,  in  hopes  that  the  commis- 
sion will  examine  gay /police  relations 
more  fully. 

Lakehead  conference  planned 

THUNDER  BAY  —  Gays  of  Thunder 
Bay  will  be  hosting  "Contact,"  a  con- 
ference for  Northern  Ontario  gay  men 
and  lesbians  on  the  Easter  weekend, 
April  9-11.  Organizers  expect  represen- 
tatives from  groups  in  Fort  Francis, 
Sudbury  and  Sault  Ste  Marie,  as  well  as 
individuals  from  these  and  other  com- 
munities. 

The  conference  will  feature  social 
events,  and  workshops  on  topics  rang- 
ing from  "Problems  Unique  to  North- 
ern Communities"  to  organization  of 
social  services.  For  more  information, 
contact  Gays  of  Thunder  Bay,  Box  2155, 
Stn  P,  P7B  1S4. 

Gay  man  murdered 

VANCOUVER  —  This  city's  first  "gay 
murder"  of  the  year  occurred  when  a 
man  was  stabbed  to  death  January  25. 
The  body  of  Robert  Linden  Cawley,  31, 
was  found  at  his  apartment  by  a  neigh- 
bour. He  was  last  seen  at  a  bar,  after 
which  it  is  speculated  he  went  on  to  the 
"Fruit  Loop,"  a  popular  gay  cruising 
area  near  English  Bay.  Police  have  a 
suspect  lined  up,  but  so  far  have  made 
no  arrests,  nor  have  they  determined  a 
motive  for  the  murder. 

Transsexual's  rights  upheld 

MONTREAL  —  The  Quebec  Human 
Rights  Commission  is  suing  a  Montreal 
restaurant  on  behalf  of  a  transsexual 
who  claims  she  was  refused  service  sole- 
ly because  of  her  sexual  identity. 

The  transsexual,  who  prefers  to  re- 
main anonymous,  filed  a  complaint 
with  the  commission  at  the  end  of  May 
1980,  shortly  after  she  was  refused  ser- 
vice at  the  Alemand  (sic)  Viandes 
Fumees  restaurant.  The  owner  was 
quoted  in  the  press  at  the  time  as  saying 
he  didn't  want  men  dressed  as  women, 
or  prostitutes,  in  his  establishment.  The 
restaurant  is  located  in  the  middle  of  the 
red-light  district  in  East  Montreal,  with 
four  gay  bars  nearby. 

This  is  not  the  woman's  first  encoun- 
ter with  discriminatory  attitudes.  Short- 
ly before  her  sex  change  two  years  ago, 
she  was  transferred  from  a  position  with 


the  Post  Office  she  had  held  for  16  years 
to  another  department,  where  she  was 
effectively  given  nothing  to  do.  The 
main  reason  given  by  postal  supervisors 
for  the  transfer  was  that  the  sex  change 
operation  would  render  her 
"handicapped." 

The  Human  Rights  Commission  was 
unable  to  act  on  that  incident,  since  the 
Post  Office  is  under  federal  jurisdiction. 

After  an  extensive  investigation,  the 
commission  ruled  in  the  fall  of  1981  that 
the  restaurant  owner  had  acted  in  a  dis- 
criminatory way  based  on  sex  and /or 
sexual  orientation. 

The  commission's  lawsuit  against  the 
owner  for  $1000  damages  is  currently 
being  heard  in  court. 


HEALTH 


'Gay'  cancer  linked 
to  genetic  factors 

TORONTO  —  The  "gay  cancer," 
Kaposi's  Sarcoma  (KS),  may  well  appear 
in  men  with  a  genetic  predisposition  to 
the  disease,  according  to  recent  studies. 
KS,  previously  known  as  a  rare  skin 


cancer  appearing  mainly  in  older  men, 
has  suddenly  surfaced  in  the  urban  gay 
male  population.  The  Centre  for  Dis- 
ease Control  in  Atlanta,  Georgia,  has 
reported  that  about  100  cases  have  been 
diagnosed  in  the  US,  25  percent  of 
which  have  been  fatal.  So  far,  only  one 
Canadian  gay  man  has  been  reported 
with  KS,  and  he  is  being  treated  in  New 
York  City. 

Searching  for  causes,  the  medical 
world  has  pointed  to  the  gay  male  syn- 
drome of  numerous  sexual  contacts,  re- 
peated infection  with  sexually-transmit- 
ted diseases,  heavy  antibiotic  treatments 
over  extended  periods,  and  overuse  of 
recreational  drugs.  These  factors  have 
been  seen  as  weakening  the  body's  im- 
mune system,  making  the  individual 
more  susceptible  to  infection  with  KS 
and  the  related  Pneumocystis  virus. 

While  such  factors  are  still  regarded 
as  important,  an  article  which  appeared 
in  the  February  9  Medical  Post  explains 
that  researchers  are  now  studying  genet- 
ic predisposition  as  an  essential  pre- 
requisite for  susceptibility  to  KS. 

Canadian  medical  writer  Peter  De 
Vries  reports  in  his  article  that  Dr 
Andrew  Harwood,  a  cancer  specialist  at 


Toronto's  Princess  Margaret  Hospital 
and  a  leading  North  American  expert  on 
KS  in  elderly  men,  found  a  much  higher 
incidence  in  Italian  and  Jewish  patients 
than  in  a  comparable  Anglo-Saxon  group. 

New  York  University  professor  of  der- 
matology Dr  Alvin  Friedman-Kien  and 
Dr  Marcus  Conant  of  the  University  of 
California  at  San  Francisco  have  discov- 
ered thai  almost  all  the  gay  men  with  KS 
whom  they  studied  carried  the  same 
antigens  (HLADR5  and  DR6)  in  body  tis- 
sue samples.  By  comparison,  these  anti- 
gens are  present  in  only  12  percent  of 
the  general  population.  This  does  not 
mean  that  these  antigens  cause  KS,  but 
that  they  may  indicate  a  predisposition 
to  the  infection. 

Dr  Harwood  hypothesizes  that  gay 
men  from  certain  ethnic  backgrounds 
may  be  predisposed  to  KS,  then  develop 
an  infection  which  weakens  their  im- 
mune systems,  increasing  the  possibility 
of  KS  infection. 

Research  is  now  placing  less  emphasis 
on  sexual  activity  and  drug  use,  and 
considers  these  as  only  two  of  several 
factors  which  may  cause  increased  sus- 
ceptibility to  the  disease. 

Robert  TrowD 


Someone  you 

like.  Someone 

like  you. 

He's  about  your  age,  well-educated,  likes 
life  in  the  city.  Like  you,  he's  thought  about 
things,  sees  that  the  world  needs  some 
changes,  wants  to  make  those  changes 
happen.  Like  you,  he  gives  some  of  his  time 
or  money  to  a  gay  organization. 

Unlike  you,  he  doesn't  read  The  Body 
Politic.  He  may  have  seen  the  magazine  at 
your  place,  but  he  hasn't  really  looked  us 
over. 

We  want  to  reach  him  —  and  you  can 
help  us.  At  no  cost  to  you. 

We'd  like  you  to  help  us  give  your  friend  a 
gift:  a  six-issue  trial  subscription  to  The 
Body  Politic.  It  won't  cost  you  —  or  him  — 
a  cent.  We'll  send  it  free. 

We  can  make  this  offer  because  we're 
sure  that,  after  a  few  issues,  he'll  decide 
The  Body  Politic  is  worth  paying  for,  and 
he'll  renew  his  subscription.  And  keep  on 
doing  it. 

Just  fill  in  the  form  below.  If  you  need 
room  for  more  friends,  use  a  separate  sheet 
of  paper.  Clip  it  and  mail  it  to  us  at  Box 
7289,  Station  A,  Toronto  M5W  1X9.  We'll 
send  him  the  next  six  issues  of  The  Body 
Politic  (in  a  neat,  brown  envelope)  along 
with  a  note  saying  it's  from  you.  We'll  do  the 
work  —  you  just  take  the  credit. 

But  we  can't  get  going  until  we  hear 
from  you. 


I  Send  him  TBP.  Free. 

■ 
■ 

8    My  name  Is: 

■ 

■       _ 

8    Address  

■ 
■ 

5    City Code    


Please  enter  a  free  six-issue  subscription  for: 

Name  


Address 
City 


Code 


■    My  signature: 


And  another  for 

Name   


S     Mailto:  The  Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto  M5W  1 X9 


Address 
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ON  CAMPUS 


Power  the  key,  Britt  tells  UBC  audience 


VANCOUVER  —  "Fighting  sexism  is 
the  challenge  of  the  future,  because 
nature  is  more  powerful  than  the  per- 
versity of  society,"  says  Harry  Britt,  the 
openly  gay  member  of  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Board  of  Supervisors. 

Britt  was  in  Vancouver  February  U  as 
the  keynote  speaker  of  the  University  of 
British  Columbia's  Gay/Lesbian  Week. 
He  told  an  audience  of  100  that  sexism 
is  the  basic  cause  of  homophobia  and 
that  any  attempt  to  end  gay  oppression 
must  be  based  on  a  clear  understanding 
of  this  fact. 

According  to  Britt,  "the  gender 
stereotyping  in  our  society  shows  that 
we're  not  the  clones  —  they  are." 

Britt  was  appointed  to  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  in  January  1979  after  his 
predecessor,  Harvey  Milk,  was  slain 
along  with  mayor  George  Moscone. 
Britt  has  weathered  two  elections  since 
and  built  a  strong  coalition  that  goes 
beyond  the  gay  community  to  include 
blacks,  Asians,  Latinos  and  women. 

"You  limit  yourself  by  fighting  just 
for  rights,"  Britt  said,  commenting  on 
the  strategies  of  the  gay  rights  move- 
ment. "As  long  as  we  are  clmming  to  be 
just  like  everyone  else,  we  are  acting 
from  a  position  of  powerlessness." 

Britt  said  that  organizing  is  the  only 
way  for  people  to  overcome  their 
oppression.  "Most  politicans  don't  care 
about  you  one  way  or  the  other,"  he 
said.  "They  only  care  about  being  re- 
elected. It's  only  when  you  have  power 
that  they  listen.  It  wasn't  until  Harvey 
was  elected  that  the  downtown  interests 
understood  that  we  had  power. 

"Right  now,  in  San  Francisco,  the  gay 
community  is  the  most  effective  power 
bloc,"  Britt  said.  "We're  simply  better 
at  it  than  anyone  else,  and  we  have 
more  fun  doing  it." 

Britt  is  the  vice-president  of  the 
Democratic  Socialist  Organizing  Com- 
mittee of  the  Democratic  Party  and  a 
mover  in  the  Campaign  for  Economic 
Democracy,  a  broad-based  California 
coalition  focusing  on  the  corporate  con- 
trol of  society. 

"I  consider  Proctor  and  Gamble  and 
General  Motors  to  be  a  far  greater 
threat  to  gays  and  lesbians  than  the 
Moral  Majority,"  Britt  said.  "The 
Moral  Majority  appeals  to  people  trap- 
ped in  the  same  web  of  powerlessness 
that  we  are  in." 

UBC's  successful  week  of  campus 
events  also  included  a  recital,  lectures, 
an  ecumenical  religious  service,  a  dance 
and  the  First  Annual  Mineral  Water 
Drinking  Challenge  Cup. 

Claude  Blanche  and  Vincent  ManisD 

Election  victories  in  BC 

VANCOUVER  —  Six  openly  gay  candi- 
dates have  been  elected  to  a  number  of 
different  offices  in  recent  elections  held 
at  two  BC  campuses. 

At  the  University  of  British  Columbia 
(UBC),  Ron  Krause  was  elected  January 
19  to  one  of  two  student  positions  on 
the  Board  of  Governors,  while  two 
other  gay  students  won  seats  on  the  uni- 
versity Senate.  On  February  10,  another 
gay  candidate,  Jon  Gates,  topped  the 
polls  in  the  elections  for  six  student 
council  seats. 

Meanwhile,  at  Vancouver  City  Col- 
lege's Langara  campus,  Lloyd  Pritchard 
and  Barry  Gibbon  were  elected  to  two 
of  four  Student  Society  positions. 

In  each  case,  the  gay  students  shared 


"We're  not  the  clones":  San  Francisco  supervisor  Harry  Britt  on  gender  stereotyping 


their  success  with  slates  of  candidates 
that  included  non-gay  student  activists 
and  all  of  them  previously  worked  with 
progressive  campus  groups.  The  gay 
and  lesbian  participants  were  recognized 
as  important  factors  in  the  successes  of 
their  respective  slates. 

Progressive  politicians  did  not  win  in 
all  the  races.  In  the  January  25-29  ex- 
ecutive elections  of  the  UBC  student 
council,  the  Alma  Mater  Society  (AMS), 
all  five  student  activist  candidates  lost 
handily  —  including  the  presidential 
candidate  Jon  Gates.  In  that  election 
Gates  was  the  victim  of  a  well-organized 
homophobic  campaign  in  some  facul- 
ties, which  may  have  contributed  to  his 
slate's  loss.  Gates  and  two  members  of 
his  defeated  slate  then  joined  forces 
with  three  other  progressive  candidates 
to  sweep  AMS  faculty  representative 
elections  two  weeks  later.  D 


Sex  manual  removed,  returned 

HAMILTON  —  Two  gay  sex  manuals, 
banished  from  the  shelves  of  McMaster 
University's  main  bookstore  in  January, 
are  once  again  being  sold  there. 

In  what  the  university  said  was  a 
"merchandising  decision,"  The  Joy  of 
Lesbian  Sex  and  The  Joy  of  Gay  Sex 
were  transferred  to  a  smaller  bookstore 
in  the  Health  Sciences  Centre,  a  shop 
frequented  mainly  by  medical  students. 

The  university  denied  that  the  move 
was  an  attempt  at  censorship  or  even 
that  it  was  related  to  a  well-publicized 
complaint  from  one  faculty  member. 

The  professor,  Christopher  Hallpike, 
said  that  the  two  sex  manuals  were 
"copiously  illustrated"  and  described 
them  as  "two  of  the  most  disgusting 
books  I've  seen  on  sale  anywhere." 

Hallpike  said  his  complaint  was 
prompted  by  concern  for  the  younger 
customers  at  the  bookstore:  "The  Joy 
of  Gay  Sejc  encourages  sexual  perver- 
sion, which  is  bad  enough  in  adults,  but 
when  dealing  with  a  youthful  clientele 
who  may  be  uncertain  in  these  matters, 
it's  particularly  bad." 

A  professor  of  anthropology,  Hall- 


pike argued  for  a  distinction  between 
"books  which  discuss  homosexuality  or 
any  other  perversion  or  aberration  in  an 
academic  manner  and  books  which 
advocate  it." 

He  first  complained  about  the  books 
to  the  bookstore  manager  last  year.  He 
subsequently  wrote  to  the  bookstore 
board,  which  said  it  had  a  policy  of  no 
censorship,  and  to  university  president 
Dr  Alvin  Lee,  who  said  it  would  be  un- 
acceptable to  remove  the  books. 

The  transfer  of  the  manuals  to  the 
Health  Sciences  bookstore  was  protest- 
ed by  a  number  of  faculty  members  and 
by  the  campus  Unitarian  chaplain,  who 
pointed  out  that  the  majority  of  stu- 
dents don't  even  know  where  the  medi- 
cal bookstore  is  located. 

Mike  Johnston D 

College  cancels  forum 

BRAMPTON  —  Students  and  teachers 
on  one  of  Sheridan  College's  campuses 
located  in  this  small  city  have  united  to 
protest  the  arbitrary  cancellation  by  the 
school's  administration  of  a  forum  on 
homosexuality. 

The  forum,  sponsored  by  the  school's 
Centre  for  Women  and  scheduled  for 
February  17,  was  to  have  heard  Michelle 
Dore  of  the  Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau 
and  Gary  Kinsman  of  Gay  Liberation 
Against  the  Right  Everywhere. 

Despite  the  efforts  of  the  organizers 
to  arrange  the  meeting  discreetly  (atten- 
dance was  by  invitation),  when  Bramp- 
ton campus  principal  Tony  Holland 
found  out  about  it  he  forbade  the  event. 
He  told  The  Brampton  Daily  Times,  "1 
would  have  to  say  that  we  don't  believe 
or  think  that  the  issue  of  an  open  forum 
on  homosexuality  and  sex  belongs  in  a 
community  college."  Holland  admitted 
that  the  college  offers  a  course  in 
human  sexuality  which  deals  with  exact- 
ly such  subjects. 

Sheridan  president  Donald  Shields 
told  The  Daily  Times  he  would  "have  to 
hear  some  awfully  good  reasons"  to 
overrule  Holland's  decision.  "It  (the 
forum)  is  finished  as  far  as  I'm  concern- 
ed." Shields  also  expressed  the  fear  that 


taxpayers  would  be  unwilling  to  finance 
speakers  from  special  interest  groups. 

Many  Sheridan  students  see  the  can- 
cellation as  censorship,  according  to 
The  Daily  Times,  and  hundreds  have 
have  signed  a  petition  to  Shields  sup- 
porting the  Centre  for  Women's  right  to 
hold  the  forum.  D 

Group  denied  club  status 

WATERLOO  —  The  student's  council 
of  Sir  Wilfred  Laurier  University  voted 
in  secret  ballot  January  18  to  deny  club 
status  to  a  group  of  about  a  dozen  gay 
students.  The  11-3  defeat  means  the  club 
cannot  use  campus  facilities,  though  a 
sympathetic  faculty  member  has  helped 
the  group  book  space  for  their  regular 
and  successful  coffeehouse  evenings. 

The  group  has  been  lobbying  for 
recognition  for  several  months.  Earlier 
this  year,  they  applied  for  status  to  the 
campus  operations  management  board, 
which  referred  the  matter  to  the  council. 

The  council  tried  to  justify  their 
refusal  by  expressing  fear  for  the  safety 
of  club  members  as  well  as  a  wish  to 
continue  the  Lutheran  tradition  of  the 
university.  Student  president  Joe  Veil 
said,  "The  school  isn't  ready  for  a  gay 
club."  Vice-president  Kate  Harley  said 
the  council  has  "a  paternal  responsibili- 
ty to  decide  the  issues  in  the  interests  of 
the  students." 

"We  aren't  asking  much,"  said  a 
representative  of  the  gay  group,  "and  to 
have  to  keep  fighting  just  to  survive 
when  we  both  (the  group  and  the  coun- 
cil) could  be  doing  something  more 
useful  is  unfortunate." 

The  would-be  organizers  say  their 
group  would  act  as  a  support  for  gay 
students  and  combat  homophobia  on 
campus.  They  hope  for  a  more  positive 
response  from  the  new  student  govern- 
ment which  takes  office  in  mid- 
February.  CBD 

St  Mikes  lacking  awareness 

TORONTO  —  The  principal  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  College  of  the  Universi- 
ty of  Toronto  has  prevented  the  U  of  T 
gay  group  from  using  a  college  audito- 
rium to  screen  Bruce  Glawson's  award- 
winning  film,  Michael:  A  Gay  Son. 

The  film  was  to  have  been  shown  at  St 
Michael's  College  as  part  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Awareness  Week,  a  programme 
of  social,  cultural  and  educational  activi- 
ties at  U  of  T,  scheduled  for  February 
22-27  and  sponsored  by  Gays  at  U  of  T 
(GAUT).  The  Week's  organizers  say  they 
will  screen  the  film  elsewhere  on  campus. 

In  a  letter  to  GAUT  chairperson  Craig 
Patterson,  William  Dunphy,  principal 
of  St  Michael's,  said  he's  "opposed  to 
all  forms  of  discrimination  against 
homosexuals"  but  feels  a  need  to  be 
sensitive  to  the  perceived  sensibilities  of 
the  college  alumni  who've  been  gener- 
ous in  their  support  of  the  college.  Dun- 
phy's  letter  also  referred  to  St  Michael's 
as  "the  proud  inheritor  of  centuries-old 
Christian  intellectual  tradition." 

Patterson  rephed  that  "an  appeal  to 
tradition  is  no  justification  for  discrim- 
ination," and  the  Week's  organizer, 
Peter  Bartlett,  pointed  out  that  "Chris- 
tian intellectual  tradition  involved  ser- 
ious consideration  of  other  points  of 
view." 

Patterson  says  that  GAUT  has  never 
before  had  problems  booking  space  on 
campus.  "They  won't  stand  in  our 
way,"  he  laughed.  "If  anything,  they've 
underlined  the  need  for  us  to  raise 
awareness  about  lesbians  and  gay  men. 
And  we're  prepared  to  meet  that  chal- 
lenge with  more  events  than  ever  this 
year."  CBfl 
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Sex  toys  found  obscene 


TORONTO  —  Roy  Montgomery  was 
found  guilty  February  5  of  distributing 
obscene  material  in  1981.  Provincial 
Court  Judge  Charles  Purvis  ruled  that 
some  of  the  materials  distributed  by 
Montgomery  Leathers  were  obscene 
because  they  "exploited  sex,  cruelty  and 
violence  to  a  degree  which  surpasses 
contemporary  Canadian  standards  of 
tolerance." 

Montgomery  was  given  a  conditional 
discharge  and  one  year's  probation, 
which  means  the  case  does  not  appear 
on  his  record.  He  was  also  forbidden  to 
distribute  obscene  material  during  the 
term  of  his  probation. 

Dianne  Martin,  Montgomery's  law- 
yer, told  rfiPthat,  although  the  judge 
was  quite  lenient  in  his  disposition  of 
the  case,  he  did  not  specifically  delin- 
eate what  was  obscene  and  what  was 
not.  Purvis  did  refer  to  bondage  items 
such  as  harnesses,  restraints,  clamps 
and  "sadomasochistic"  gear  as  obscene, 
but  did  not  mention  sex  toys  such  as 
dildos  or  articles  of  clothing. 

By  implication  then,  said  Martin, 
Montgomery  Leathers  could  probably 
distribute  the  latter  items,  since  they 
were  not  specifically  labelled  obscene. 
However,  there  may  be  some  risk  here, 
since  the  judge  only  ruled  specifically  on 
certain  items. 

Purvis's  decision  has  implications  for 
other  cases  as  well.  RLS  Management  is 
currently  facing  charges  of  conspiracy 
to  distribute  obscene  materials,  one  of  a 
number  of  charges  laid  after  the  Febru- 
ary 1981  bath  raids.  Some  of  the  RLS 


materials  had  been  produced  by  Mont- 
gomery Leathers,  and  Montgomery  was 
charged  only  after  police  found  invoices 
from  his  company  in  RLS  files.  The  fact 
that  some  of  Montgomery  Leathers' 
products  have  been  ruled  obscene  will 
undoubtedly  have  repercussions  on  the 
RLS  case. 

Montgomery  intends  to  appeal  the 
decision,  but  cannot  do  so  unless  he  can 
somehow  raise  the  money.  Lawyer  Mar- 
tin told  TBP  an  appeal  would  cost  from 
$2,000  to  $3,000. 

Robert  TrowD 

Double  jeopardy  disallowed 

TORONTO  —  Charles  Diamond,  a 
Toronto  man  arrested  during  the  police 
sweep  of  David  Balfour  Park  in  August 
1980,  has  emerged  victorious  from  the 
resultant  tangle  with  the  province's 
judicial  machinery. 

After  the  arrest,  following  common 
police  practice.  Diamond  and  his  co- 
accused  were  charged  both  with  com- 
mitting an  "indecent  act"  and  with  the 
more  serious  offence  of  committing  an 
"act  of  gross  indecency."  Such  double 
charging  is  a  deliberate  police  tactic 
aimed  at  forcing  defendants  to  plead 
guilty  to  one  charge  in  return  for  having 
the  other  withdrawn. 

Diamond  refused  to  play  the  game. 
He  was  tried  for  committing  an  "inde- 
cent act"  before  Provincial  Court  Judge 
Mihon  Cadsby  and  acquitted  in  Decem- 
ber 1980. 

The  Crown  then  proceeded  with  the 


second  charge.  Diamond's  co-accused, 
worn  down  by  legal  costs  and  emotional 
strain,  pleaded  guilty.  He  received  an 
absolute  discharge. 

Diamond's  day  in  court  came  January 
25.  Defending  himself  before  County 
Court  Judge  W  F  B  Rogers,  he  argued 
that  the  Crown  was  proceeding  "in  a 
spirit  of  double  jeopardy"  (prosecuting 
twice  for  one  alleged  offence).  Crown 
Attorney  Howard  Marcus,  questioned 
by  the  judge,  admitted  that  he  would 
not  have  proceeded  with  the  second 
charge  if  a  conviction  had  been 
obtained  for  the  first. 

"It  appears  to  me  that  you  want  two 
bites  out  of  the  apple,"  the  judge  told 
the  Crown.  He  ruled  that  it  was  a  case 
of  double  jeopardy,  and  dismissed  the 
charge. 

Jubilant  at  his  victory.  Diamond  was 
full  of  praise  for  the  attorney  who 
coached  him,  George  Biggar.  Biggar,  he 
said,  had  sustained  him  when  he  was 
discouraged  by  the  drawn-out  legal  pro- 
ceedings, and  had  spared  him  much 
expense  by  helping  him  handle  some  of 
his  own  defence.  BLD 

Police  officer  back  on  the  job 

WINNIPEG  —  Police  Constable  James 
Hanson,  charged  with  two  counts  of 
gross  indecency  involving  an  18-year-old 
man,  was  acquitted  December  11. 

Hanson,  a  17-year  veteran  of  the 
force  and  one-time  president  of  the 
Winnipeg  Police  Association,  has  been 
reinstated.  The  police  commission  is 
currently  studying  the  outcome  of  the 
trial  to  determine  if  any  internal  regula- 
tions have  been  broken,  necessitating 
disciplinary  action.  There  will  be  no  fur- 
ther charges  from  the  Crown. 

County  Court  Judge  George  Lock- 


wood  was  not  convinced  beyond  a  rea- 
sonable doubt  because  the  Crown's 
chief  witness  destoyed  his  credibility  by 
lying  under  oath. 

Chief  of  Police  Ken  Johnston  report- 
ed that  there  are  no  hard  feelings. 
"He's  back  as  a  regular  officer," 
Johnston  stressed.  PFD 

May  31  trial  date  set 
for  TBP's  next  round 

TORONTO  —  The  Body  Politic  goes  to 
trial  again  May  31. 

Pink  Triangle  Press  {TBP's  publisher), 
Gerald  Hannon,  Ed  Jackson  and  Ken 
Popert  will  be  tried  for  the  second  time 
in  three  years  on  a  charge  of  using  the 
mails  to  distribute  immoral,  indecent 
and  scurrilous  material.  The  charge 
relates  to  the  December  1977/ 
January  1978  issue  of  the  magazine, 
which  contained  an  article  by  Gerald 
Hannon  entitled  "Men  Loving  Boys 
Loving  Men." 

The  three  men  were  officers  of  the 
Press  at  the  time  charges  were  laid. 

The  Body  Politic  Free  the  Press  Fund 
has  raised  more  than  $84,000  since  it 
was  established  in  1978.  The  first  trial, 
in  January  1979,  subsequent  appeals, 
publicity  and  administrative  costs  have 
eaten  up  all  but  $17,000  of  that  amount. 
Estimates  of  legal  costs  for  the  new  trial 
are  in  the  $30,000  range,  so  the  Fund 
has  to  raise  approximately  $13,000  in 
the  next  few  months. 

Police  seized  twelve  shipping  cartons 
of  material  when  they  raided  TBP's  of- 
fice in  December  1977.  Provincial  Court 
Judge  Sydney  Harris  ordered  the  Crown 
to  return  these  documents  after  the  first 
trial.  A  Crown  appeal  of  his  decision 
will  be  argued  February  26.  RS  D 
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Mitterrand  government  makes  good  on  election  promise  to  reform  law 

France  scraps  last  legal  discrimination 


PARIS  —  The  French  national  assem- 
bly voted  December  20  to  repeal  article 
331,  paragraph  2,  the  last  remaining  sec- 
tion of  the  penal  code  to  discriminate 
against  homosexuals. 

The  law  had  prohibited  homosexual 
acts  with  anyone  under  18  years  of  age. 
Its  repeal  lowered  the  age  of  consent  for 
homosexual  sex  to  15  years,  the  same  as 
that  for  heterosexual  activity. 

In  a  last-ditch  attempt  to  block  the 
change,  opposition  deputy  Jean  Foyer, 
notorious  for  his  anti-gay  stands  during 
the  previous  regime,  moved  an  amend- 
ment to  raise  the  age  of  consent  for  het- 
erosexuals to  18.  The  attempt  met  with 
ridicule  and  laughter  in  the  assembly, 
and  socialist  and  communist  deputies 
easily  outvoted  the  right-wing 
opposition. 

All  French  laws  discriminating 
against  homosexuals  were  abolished  in 
1791  after  the  Revolution,  but  same-sex 
acts  were  outlawed  again  in  1942  during 
the  Nazi  occupation.  The  anti-gay  laws 
were  maintained  under  General  de 
Gaulle  and  subsequent  right-wing  gov- 
ernments. During  last  year's  elections, 
the  French  socialist  party  promised  to 
introduce  law  reform  and,  as  a  result, 
socialist  presidential  candidate  Frangois 
Mitterrand  received  the  backing  of  most 
of  the  country's  organized  gay  move- 
ment. With  the  equalization  of  the  age 
of  consent,  the  socialist  government  has 
made  good  on  its  promise. 

Public  prosecutors  had  been  under 
orders  not  to  enforce  the  law  since  Aug- 
ust, when  the  Socialists  took  office. 
More  than  100  men  who  had  been  im- 
prisoned for  violation  of  the  law  were 
released  in  an  amnesty  the  same  month. 

The  repeal  of  the  article  has  been  a 
major  demand  of  the  French  gay  move- 
ment since  the  formation  in  1979  of 
CUARH  (the  national  emergency  com- 
mittee against  homosexual  repression).  D 

Sex  scandal  stirs  up 
Ulster  homophobia 

BELFAST  —  A  "sex  scandal"  invol- 
ving boys  in  local  children's  homes  is 
being  used  as  ammunition  by  those  op- 
posed to  the  decriminalization  of  homo- 
sexuality in  Northern  Ireland. 

Six  men  have  pleaded  guilty  to  vari- 
ous offences  with  minors  over  a  25-year 
period,  and  all  received  stiff  sentences. 
A  former  warden  of  one  house  and  his 
deputy  received  six  and  five  years  re- 
spectively, while  a  house-father  received 
a  four-year  sentence.  A  former  Angli- 
can monk,  a  scout  chief  and  a  child-care 
student  received  lesser  sentences. 

Police  interviewed  more  than  180  for- 
mer residents  of  the  homes,  many  of 
them  now  in  their  thirties.  A  public  in- 
quiry has  been  set  up,  and  the  press  has 
alleged  that  government  officials,  police- 
men and  businessmen  were  involved  in  a 
"child  prostitution  ring." 

Despite  last  year's  ruling  by  the  Eur- 
opean Court  of  Human  Rights  that 
Ulster's  anti-gay  laws  infringe  on 
human  rights,  homosexual  activity  is 
still  illegal  in  Northern  Ireland.  Unionist 
MP  Enoch  Powell  used  the  scandal  to 
support  his  claim  that  "opinion  in  the 
province  is  adverse  to  the  imposition  of 
mainland  law  on  the  Northern  Irish. 'Tl 


Victory  in  Texas:  members  and  friends  of  Citizens  for  a  United  Austin  celebrate  the  defeat  of  a  fundamentalist-bacl<ed  anti-gay  tiousing  measure 


Landslide  victory  as  Texas  capital 
rejects  anti-gay  housing  measure 


AUSTIN,  TEXAS  —  A  fundamentalist- 
drafted  ballot  measure,  which  would 
have  legalized  discrimination  in  housing 
on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation,  was 
decisively  rejected  by  voters  from  this 
state  capital  in  a  January  16  referen- 
dum. More  than  36,000  votes,  63%  of 
the  total,  were  cast  against  the  proposed 
ordinance  in  a  landsHde  victory  for  anti- 
discrimination forces. 

The  measure,  prepared  by  Austin 
Citizens  for  Decency  (ACD),  would  have 
amended  the  city's  fair  housing  ordi- 
nance to  include  a  new  section  reading 
"It  shall  not  be  unlawful  to  deny 
housing  on  the  basis  of  sexual  ori- 
entation." ACD  chairman  Dr  Steven 
Hotze  ran  a  campaign  employing  anti- 
gay  stereotypes.  Advertisements  argued 
that  no  "special  privileges  should  be  ex- 
tended to  sodomites,"  and  claimed  that 


California  city  elects 
openly  gay  councilor 

SANTA  CRUZ,  CA  —  An  openly  gay 
candidate  was  elected  November  3  to 
the  city  council  in  this  university  town 
as  part  of  a  progressive  coalition  that 
now  holds  a  majority  of  the  council's 
seats. 

John  Laird,  a  county  administrative 
analyst  and  a  member  of  the  Democrat- 
ic Socialist  Organizing  Committee, 
swept  to  a  landslide  victory  in  an  elec- 
tion, which  also  saw  the  election  of  fel- 
low socialist  Mardi  Wormhoudt.  Two  of 
the  three  conservative  candidates, 
including  an  incumbent,  went  down  to 
defeat.  The  third  narrowly  defeated  a 
moderate  opponent. 

Laird  and  Wormhoudt  join  previous- 
ly elected  council  members  Mike  Rotkin 
and  Bruce  Van  Allen,  both  members  of 
the  socialist  New  American  Movement, 


gays  recruit  children. 

Citizens  for  a  United  Austin  (CUA), 
the  group  which  organized  the  cam- 
paign against  the  measure,  brought  to- 
gether a  wide  coalition  of  groups  and 
individuals  opposed  to  all  discrimina- 
fion.  All  but  one  of  Austin's  state  legis- 
lators opposed  the  amendment,  as  did 
53  local  clergyment  and  organizations 
of  blacks,  Mexican-Americans,  senior 
citizens  and  labour. 

"When  we  start  singling  out  groups 
of  people  to  discriminate  against,  who's 
next?"  asked  Robb  Sutherland,  chair- 
person of  the  CUA.  "Next  might  have 
been  the  Jews  or  Catholics,  the  blacks 
or  browns.  It  was  a  total  anti-human 
rights  ordinance." 

The  margin  of  defeat  was  larger  than 
most  observers  had  predicted  prior  to 
the  election. D 


Laird:  lack  of  queer-baiting  a  victory  in  itself 

to  form  Santa  Cruz's  first  left-wing  city 
government.  Laird  became  the  fourth 
open  gay  person  now  serving  as  a  pub- 
licly elected  offical  in  the  United  States, 
joining  San  Francisco  city  supervisor 
Harry  Britt  and  Minnesota  state  legisla- 
tors Karen  Clark  and  Allen  Spears. 

Laird  told  Boston's  Gay  Community 
News  that  the  election  victory  was  sig- 


nificant for  the  lesbian  and  gay  commu- 
nity "not  simply  because  I  am  gay  and  I 
am  on  council,  but  more  importantly 
because  gay  people  are  part  of  the 
broad-based  coalition  (that  elected  the 
progressive  majority)."  Commenting  on 
the  conservatives'  failure  to  make  his 
sexuajity  an  election  issue.  Laird  con- 
cluded that  "the  fact  that  they  decided 
not  to  queer-bait  because  of  feared  re- 
percussions is  a  victory  in  itself.  "D 

Major  Paris  group 
splits  over  strategy 

PARIS  —  Six  months  after  it  co- 
ordinated the  largest  national  gay  march 
in  French  history,  bringing  10,000  les- 
bians and  gay  men  to  the  capital,  the 
Paris  section  of  the  Comite  d'Urgence 
Anti-repression  Homosexuelle  (CUARH, 
emergency  committee  against  homosex- 
ual repression)  has  split  into  two  oppos- 
ing factions. 

CUARH  was  formed  in  1979  at  a  sum- 
mer gathering  in  Marseille  and  now  has 
chapters  in  most  large  French  cities.  The 
Paris  section  soon  became  dominant, 
however,  because  of  its  size  and  access 
to  media  and  government. 

During  the  right-wing  regime  of 
Giscard  d'Estaing,  CUARH  led  the  fight 
against  pohce  repression  and  discrimin- 
ation, and  demanded  reform  of  anti-gay 
laws. 

The  recently  elected  socialist  Mitter- 
rand government  has  met  almost  all  of 
CUARH's  demands  for  law  reform  and 
control  of  the  police.  Tensions  within 
the  Paris  group  surfaced  as  it  attempted 
to  work  out  a  strategy  for  the  future. 

Many  of  the  group's  long-time  mem- 
bers left  in  November  to  set  up  the 
Regroupement  homosexuel  d'lle-de- 
France  (RHIF,  homosexual  group  of  the 
Ile-de-France).  The  new  organization 
claims  that  those  who  remain  in  CUARH 
are  attempting  to  ally  the  group  with  ihe 
far  left,  specifically  a  Trotskyisi  organ- 
ization, instead  of  creating  a  broadly- 
based  gay  movement  to  pressure  all  par- 
coniinued  next  pujic 
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ties  into  taking  pro-gay  stands. 

Those  who  remain  in  CUARH-Paris 
seem  to  want  to  play  the  split  down, 
maintaining  that  they  will  continue  with 
their  national  policy  of  struggling 
against  all  forms  of  anti-homosexual 
oppression.  Although  they  are  ready  to 
work  with  any  group,  they  recognize  the 
left  as  the  main  ally  in  this  struggle. 

Both  groups  claim  to  represent  the 
majority  of  active  members.  So  far,  the 
split  seems  restricted  to  the  Paris 
area.D 

Minneapolis  cops 
attacic  mayor,  gays 

MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN  —  Chief  of 
Police  Anthony  Bouza  and  Mayor  Don 
Fraser  are  facing  a  near  open  revolt 
from  this  city's  police  force  over  its  rela- 
tions with  the  gay  community.  Mean- 
while, gay  community  leaders  continue 
to  complain  of  unprecedented  harass- 
ment by  police  officers. 

A  local  gay  newspaper,  GLC  Voice, 
recently  revealed  that  Police  Officer's 
Federation  vice-president  David  Niebur 
had  been  regularly  using  the  organiza- 
tion's newsletter  to  print  virulent  at- 
tacks on  Bouza,  Fraser  and  the  gay 
community.  "There  are  now  a  class  of 
sexual  deviates  in  this  city  who,  thanks 
to  Chief  Bouza,  are  untouchable  by  the 
police  department,"  he  editorialized  in 
the  September  issue  of  the  newsletter. 
When  the  head  of  the  vice  squad  was 
ordered  to  meet  with  gay  community 
leaders  following  the  publication  in  a 
local  newspaper  of  anti-gay  comments 
he  had  made,  Niebur  wrote  in  the  Nov- 
ember newsletter  that  "the  faggot  com- 
munity didn't  like  being  called  a  bunch 
of  faggots." 

Mayor  Fraser  and  Chief  Bouza  have 
been  meeting  with  gay  leaders  to  discuss 
ways  of  improving  police-gay  relations. 
Bouza  has  issued  a  directive  prohibiting 
the  use  of  anti-gay  insults,  and  Fraser  is 
considering  an  order  forcing  the  police 
to  give  a  lower  priority  to  raids  on 
bathhouses  and  bookstores.  D 

Civil  service  purge 
possible  in  colony 

HONG  KONG  —  The  South  China 
Morning  Post  has  revealed  the  existence 
of  a  secret  directive  instructing  govern- 
ment departments  to  report  homosex- 
uals in  the  colony's  civil  service. 

The  directive,  signed  by  civil  service 
secretary  Martin  Rowlands,  states  that 
known  homosexuals  should  not  be  ap- 
pointed to  the  civil  service,  and  that  gay 
civil  servants  should  be  dismissed  "in 
accordance  with  established  civil  service 
practice." 

Rowlands  was  quoted  as  saying  he 
thought  it  would  be  "helpful"  to  re- 
mind department  heads  of  existing  poli- 
cy following  publication  of  the  Yang 
Commission  report  on  the  death  two 
years  ago  of  Police  Inspector  John  Mac- 
Lennan.  MacLennan,  who  was  about  to 
be  arrested  for  homosexual  offences, 
was  found  shot  five  times.  The  report 
declared  MacLennan's  death  a  suicide, 
but  there  is  speculation  that  he  was 
murdered  because  he  had  seen  a  list  of 
"highly  placed"  suspected  homosexuals. 

Homosexual  activity  is  still  illegal  in 
Hong  Kong.  A  subcommittee  of  the  col- 
ony's Law  Reform  Commission  is  con- 
ducting a  review  of  anti-gay  laws. 

Meanwhile,  the  Hong  Kong  gay 
movement's  continued  growth  has  been 
marked  by  the  publication  of  a  book. 
Twenty-five  Questions  on  Homosexual- 
ity, by  Sam  Shasha.  This  is  the  first  pro- 


gay  book  to  be  published  in  Chinese 
and  distributed  in  Hong  Kong.  Shasha 
was  also  involved  in  two  short-lived  gay 
magazines  in  the  colony.  Pink  Triangle 
and  East  Tide.  D 

Mass  killer  of  gays 
gets  gas  chamber 

LOS  ANGELES  —  A  Superior  Court 
jury  here  has  found  a  twice-paroled  sex 
offender  William  Bonin  guilty  often 
counts  of  first  degree  murder  involving 
young  gay  victims.  Following  its  Janu- 
ary 6  verdict,  the  jury  also  recommend- 
ed that  the  35-year-old  former  truck 
driver  be  executed  in  the  gas  chamber. 

Bonin,  a  decorated  Vietnam  veteran, 
had  been  charged  with  12  counts  of 
murder,  11  counts  of  robbery,  one  of 
sodomy  and  one  of  mayhem.  The  12 
victims  were  among  44  young  gay  men 
and  boys  who  had  been  sexually  assault- 
ed, tortured  and  killed  in  the  gruesome 
"freeway  killings,"  so  named  because 
the  often  mutilated  bodies  were  found 
along  the  freeways  which  crisscross  the 
metropolitan  Los  Angeles  area. 

Defence  attorney  William  Charvet       , 
had  argued  that  society  was  partially  to 
blame  for  the  slayings,  as  Bonin  had  re- 
turned from  Vietnam  a  trained  killer 
and  had  not  received  any  psychological 
help.  But  in  his  closing  arguments,  pros- 
ecutor Sterling  Norris  told  the  jury  that 
"it  would  be  an  injustice  to  give  this 
man  anything  less  than  the  penalty  of 
death." 

Bonin  is  the  eighty-fifth  person  on 
California's  death  row.  The  last  execu- 
tion took  place  in  1967.0 

World  lesbian  group 
wants  more  visibility 

ANTWERP,  BELGIUM  —  A  con- 
ference of  the  International  Lesbian  In- 
formation Service  (ILIS)  has  resolved  to 
leave  lobbying  at  the  international  level 
to  the  International  Gay  Association 
(IGA),  and  to  "concentrate  on  fighting 
compulsory  heterosexuality  by  creating 
and  strengthening  our  own  lifestyles  and 
making  ourselves  more  visible." 

Ninety  women  from  Finland, 
Belgium,  Holland,  Norway,  Denmark, 
Britain,  France,  the  USA,  New  Zealand 
and  Spain  gathered  over  the  new  year 
holidays  in  a  nature  reserve  near 
Lichtaart,  Belgium  for  the  third  ILIS 
conference. 

The  organization,  created  by  women 
in  the  International  Gay  Association, 
voted  to  become  independent  before  the 
I98I  IGA  Conference  in  Turin.  Its  secre- 
tariat is  presently  located  in  Helsinki, 
Finland.  Membership  is  open  to  organ- 
izations around  the  world  and  individ- 
uals from  countries  where  lesbian  or- 
ganizations do  not  exist.  Members  in- 
clude those  who  call  themselves  lesbian 
and  others  who  identify  themselves  as 
gay  women.  Both  separatist  and  non- 
separatist  groups  are  represented. 

The  organization  will  spend  the  next 
year  planning  how  to  maximize  lesbian 
impact  during  1983,  which  has  been 
proposed  as  the  International  Year  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Action  by  the  IGA.D 

State  senator  loses 
posts  after  slurs 

SACRAMENTO,  CA  —  A  public  out- 
burst of  anti-lesbian  and  anti-Semitic 
sentiment  has  cost  California  State  Sen- 
ator John  Schmitz  his  .seat  on  two  legis- 
lative committees. 
Schmitz,  a  sponsor  of  an  amendment 
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to  the  California  Constitution  which 
would  criminalize  abortion,  had  been 
holding  legislative  committee  hearings 
throughout  the  state  on  the  proposed 
measure.  After  receiving  a  rough  recep- 
tion at  some  of  the  hearings,  Schmitz 
issued  a  press  release  entitled  "Senator 
Schmitz  and  his  committee  survive  'The 
Attack  of  the  Bulldykes'." 

Describing  the  Los  Angeles  hearing, 
the  statement  reported,  "The  front 
rows  of  the  state  auditorium  were  filled 
with  a  sea  of  hard  Jewish  faces  and 
(arguably)  female  faces  who  reassured 
those  of  us  on  the  committee  dais  that 
had  we  somehow  fallen  from  the  stage 
we  would  have  been  devoured  as  so 
many  carcasses  thrown  to  the  piranha." 
Schmitz  also  described  a  prominent 
feminist  attorney  present  at  the  meeting 
as  "a  slick  butch  lawyeress." 

State  Senate  President  Pro-Tem  David 
Robert!  immediately  removed  Schmitz 
from  his  position  as  chairman  of  the 
Senate  Committee  on  Constitutional 
Amendments  and  from  his  seat  on  the 
Commission  on  the  Status  of  Women. 
"Schmitz  stands  condemned  by  his  col- 
leagues," Roberti  proclaimed.  D 

Two  NAMBLA  men 
arrested  in  Boston 

BOSTON  —  Prominent  man-boy  love 
activists  Tom  Reeves  and  Michael 
Thompson  were  arrested  shortly  before 
midnight  January  19  and  charged  with 
"indecent  assault  and  battery  with  child 
under  the  age  of  fourteen  years."  Both 
men  maintain  they  are  innocent  of  the 
charges,  which  involve  alleged  sexual 
contact  with  a  13-year-old. 

Reeves  is  a  founder  of  the  North 
American  Man /Boy  Love  Association 
(NAMBLA),  and  Thompson  is  a  photo- 
grapher who  contributes  to  Boston's 
Gay  Community  News  and  Fag  Rag. 

The  youth,  Joey  Baker,  now  16  and  a 
runaway,  told  police  after  he  was  picked 
up  for  questioning  that  he  had  some 
form  of  sexual  contact  with  both  Reeves 
and  Thompson  on  May  13,  1979.  Since 
the  only  charge  against  the  two  men  is 
"indecent  assault"  rather  than  statutory 
rape,  it  would  appear  that  sexual  inter- 
course is  not  alleged. 

Since  police  seized  address  books  and 
other  lists  of  names  in  a  post-arrest  raid 
of  the  men's  home,  it  is  also  possible 
that  charges  could  be  laid  against  other 
men.D 

Fired  teacher  fasts 
to  win  reinstatement 

BRUSSELS  —  Belgian  teacher  Elaine 
Morissens,  who  was  dismissed  as  assis- 
tant headmistress  of  a  provincial  girls' 
school  after  she  came  out  on  television, 
went  on  an  unlimited  hunger  strike 
January  18,  vowing  to  go  without  food 
until  she  wins  reinstatement.  As  of  press 
deadline  the  60-year-old  teacher  has 
been  without  food  for  nearly  a  month 
and  there  were  serious  concerns  for  her 
health. 

On  the  October  1980  TV  programme, 
Morissens  recounted  how  she  had  been 
denied  the  position  of  headmistress  of 
her  school  because  of  her  homosexuality 
and  added, "Two  men  are  now  head- 
masters of  this  school.  Isn't  that  more 
dangerous  for  the  1000  girls?" 

Ahhough  the  provincial  administra- 
tion is  controlled  by  the  Socialist  Party, 
which  officially  supports  gay  rights,  her 
dismissal  was  upheld  on  the  grounds 
that  she  had  attacked  her  school  and  in- 
sulted its  headmasters.  A  national 
rebroadcast  of  the  programme  February 


2  showed  clearly,  however,  that  neither 
Morissens  nor  her  school  had  been  iden- 
tified by  name  on  the  air. 

Morissens  appealed  the  ruling  in 
November  1981,  but  has  still  not  receiv- 
ed a  decision.  This  prevents  her  from 
taking  the  case  before  the  Human 
Rights  Commission  in  Strasbourg.  The 
Belgian  government  voted  in  favour  of 
gay  rights  in  the  Council  of  Europe  in 
Strasbourg  last  October. 
The  case  received  the  support  of  the  In- 
ternational Lesbian  Information  Service 
(ILIS)  Conference  and  member  groups 
of  the  International  Gay  Association 
have  organized  demonstrations  in  front 
of  Belgian  embassies  in  Oslo,  the 
Hague,  Rome,  Paris,  London,  Bonn 
and  Helsinki.  A  demonstration  of  300 
in  downtown  Brussels  February  6  was 
broken  up  by  police.  More  than  50  peo- 
ple, including  a  member  of  parliament 
for  the  Ecologist  Party,  were  detained 
but  later  released  without  charges. 
Three  other  people  began  hunger  strikes 
early  in  February  in  a  show  of  support. 

Pressure  is  being  put  on  the  national 
organization  of  the  Belgian  Socialist 
Party  to  criticize  its  provincial  counter- 
part for  its  antigay  stand.  A  petition 
signed  by  Italian  Socialist  Party 
members  of  Parliament  was  received,  a 
long  with  a  request  from  the  Dutch 
government  asking  the  Belgians  to  live 
up  to  their  commitments  on  gay 
rights. 

Morissens  is  demanding  that  the 
Council  of  Europe's  resolutions  protec- 
ting minorities,  including  gay  people,  be 
applied  in  her  case.  She  says  she  will 
continue  to  refuse  food  until  she  is 
reinstated  and  has  the  assurance  that 
private  schools  will  come  under  the 
same  anti-discrimination  laws  as  now 
apply  to  public  schools.  Donations  to 
the  defence  fund  and  letters  of  support 
can  be  sent  to  Comite  de  Soutien  a 
Elaine  Morissens,  2  rue  du  Petit 
Moulin,  6520  FELUY,  Belgium. D 

Law  reform  bid  fails 
in  New  South  Wales 

SYDNEY  —  After  a  long  and  heated 
debate,  the  New  South  Wales  Parlia- 
ment defeated  a  private  member's  bill 
December  3  which  would  have  decrim- 
inalized homosexuality. 

The  bill,  introduced  by  Labour  MP 
George  Petersen,  was  endorsed  by  33  of 
the  state's  gay  groups.  It  would  have  de- 
criminalized homosexual  acts  between 
persons  over  16  years  of  age,  the  state's 
age  of  consent  for  heterosexual  sex. 

After  the  defeat  of  the  Petersen  bill. 
Labour  MP  Michael  Egan  introduced  a 
bill  which  would  have  maintained  the 
illegality  of  homosexual  acts  but  ended 
prosecution  of  cases  involving  men  over 
18  years  of  age.  This  bill  was  also  de- 
feated, and  many  of  those  who  had  sup- 
ported the  Petersen  bill  described  it  as 
"atrocious  and  shoddy."  "There  is  no 
such  concept  as  partial  equality,"  said 
Petersen. 

In  spite  of  his  defeat,  most  MPs  indi- 
cated they  favoured  some  kind  of 
homosexual  law  reform.  Petersen  has 
vowed  to  table  a  new  bill  in  1982.  Until 
that  time,  the  maximum  sentence  for 
rape,  either  homosexual  or  heterosex- 
ual, continues  to  be  seven  years'  impris- 
onment, while  consensual  homosexual 
acts  carry  a  fourteen-year  sentence.  □ 


International  News  Credits 

(  ampainn  (Sydney).  Cay  Cornmuniiy  Sews  (Melbourne), 
fink  7/-ian(;/r  (Wellington),  Gay  Newi  (London),  Gay  Com- 
muniiv  News  (Bosion),  Bay  Area  Reporter  (San  Francisco). 
C/uv  ti/f  (Chicago),  Mom...  Guess  (V/iar  (Sacramenio),  The 
Srniinel  {San  Francisco).  TW/V  (Miami),  NaiionalCay  Task 
I  line  Hulleiin  (New  Yorli) 


JACK  E.  FOWLER,  M.D, 

(Queen's  University,  1975) 

Announces 

the  opening  of  his 

general  medical  practice 

for  the  gay  community 


269  Berkeley  Street 
Toronto,  Ontario  MSA  2X3 


By  appointment 
368-0930 


MARCH  1982 


THE  BODY  POLITIC/21 


^ 


\ 


A 


'M 


^5ristaD's 

THE  BEST  BY  FAR«« 

A  GAY  CLUB 

DISCO- NEW  WAVEAFTERHOURS 

RESTAURANT 

OVER  8,661  SQUARE  FEET 
THE  CHEAPEST  BAR  PRICES 

AN  800  SQ.  FOOT  DANCE  FLOOR 

NIGHTLY  DRAWS 

OPEN  'TIL  6A.M.  ON  WEEKENDS 

21\6rkvilIeAve., 

(JUST  NORTH  OF   YONGE  &  BLOOR) 

Toronto^Ontario.... 

TEL.:923-3263 
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chew  along  dotted    line 


50/ Off 
Admission 

VALID   BEFORE 
10  P.M.  ONLY 


DISCO-NEW  WAVE  /  RESTAURANT 

21   YORKVILLE  AVE. 
TORONTO,  ONTARIO 

TEL.:  923-3263 


50/ Off 
A  Refreshment 


VALID  AFTER 
1  A.M.  ONLY 
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DISCO-NEW  WAVE  /  RESTAURANT 

21   YORKVILLE  AVE. 
TORONTO,  ONTARIO 

TEL.:  923-3263 
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GAY  AND  LESBIAN  LIFE  IN  TORONTO,  MARCH  1982 


stage 


D Robin  lyier.  Winnipeg-born  lesbian  comic 
returns  to  Toronto  to  help  celebrate  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Awareness  Week  at  the  University  of 
Toronto.  Robin's  motto:  "If  I've  offended 
any  of  you,  you  needed  it."  Tickets  $4.50  at 
Glad  Day  Bookshop,  Toronto  Women's 
Bookstore,  SCM  Books,  Parliament  Gold 
Records,  This  Ain't  the  Rosedale  Library 
and  SAC  ticket  outlets.  Convocation  Hall,  U 
of  T campus  Fri,  Feb  26  at  8  pm. 
D  Michael  Greer.  The  hilarious  standup  com- 
ic, satirist,  impressionist  and  singer  opens 
The  Mainstage,  a  new  nightclub  and  bar  (251 
King  St  at  Sherbourne).  With  appearances  in 
Fortune  and  Men 's  Eyes  (remember 
Queenie?)  and  The  Rose  to  his  movie  credits, 
Greer's  club  act  allows  him  a  chance  to 
display  a  versatile  singing  voice.  Tues  to  Sat 
at  8:30  and  10:30  pm.  Sun  show  brunch  at  12 
and  3:30  pm.  Tickets  $6.50,  $7.50  or  $13,  de- 
pending on  the  day.  Pre-show  dinner  avail- 
able in  The  Mainstage  or  upstairs  in  The  VS 
Restaurant.  Reservations:  365-9972.  Tlies, 
March  9  to  Sun,  March  28. 
DThe  Saga  of  the  Wet  Hens  (La  Saga  des 
poules  mouiilees).  The  English-language 
adaptation  of  the  play  by  Quebec  lesbian 
playwright  Jovette  Marchessault  about  four 
Quebec  women  writers.  Praised  by  7"BP  dur- 
ing the  Toronto  Theatre  Festival,  the  play 
again  features  one  of  the  stars  of  that  French 
version,  Monique  Mercure.  Tarragon  Thea- 
tre, 30  Bridgman  Avenue.  Through 
March  20. 

D  Nion  and  Company.  Opening  the  new 
Rivoli  cabaret  on  Queen  St  is  this  very  differ- 
ent clown  show,  a  "Comedia  Bizarre."  A 
dazzling  blend  of  mime,  magic  and  stage  ef- 
fects, Ian  Wallace's  virtuoso  performance 
plays  with  gender  and  sexual  satire.  Directed 
by  Richard  Pochinko.  Thurs,  8:30  pm;  Fri 
and  Sat,  8:30  and  11:30  pm;  Sun,  2:30  and 
11:30  pm.  The  Rivoli,  334  Queen  St  W. 
363-4926.  Opens  Fri,  March  5. 
DAn  Evening  with  David  Roche.  As  part  of 
Factory  Theatre  Lab's  Brave  New  Works, 
Toronto  writer/performer  David  Roche  pre- 
sents three  of  his  pieces  —  Din  is  My  Profes- 
sion, David  Roche  Talks  to  You  About  Love, 
and  a  new  piece.  Tues-Wed,  March  23-24, 
8:30  pm.  Adelaide  Court,  57  Adelaide  St  E. 
363-6401. 

D Loving  Women.  A  dramatic  performance 
of  songs,  stories,  and  poems  that  celebrate 
women  and  the  myths  of  Womanhood.  The 
piece  is  conceived  and  performed  by  the 
Women's  Drama  Collective,  directed  by 
Mira  Friedlander.  Thurs-Sun,  March  4-14, 
8  pm.  Palmerston  Library  Theatre,  560  Pal- 
merston  Blvd.  463-4279. 
nwhal  the  Butler  Saw.  Joe  Orion's  manic 
farce  is  presented  by  Theatre  Next  Door. 
Thurs-Sat.  March  4-6  and  11-13,  8:30  pm. 
Ralph  Thornton  Community  Centre,  765 
Queen  St  E  (2  blocks  east  of  Broadview). 
461-6311. 

[  iMummenschanz.  A  return  engagement  by 
one  of  the  most  creative  of  mime  companies. 
Part  of  their  show  deals  with  male-female 
relations.  The  company  is  presented  by 
Stage,  the  umbrella  group  that  also  produces 
the  dance  series  at  Rycrson.  Fri-Sun,  March 
5-7,  7:30  pm;  Sun  mat,  2:30  pm.  Ryerson 
Theatre,  43  Gerrard  St  E.  363-5427  and 
Ticketron  outlets. 

[  IHaif  Human,  Half  Heartache.  A  return  of 
the  Clichettes'  anti-nostalgic  musical  about 
the  early  Sixties,  especially  the  adventures  of 
three  singing  women  from  outer  space  who 
discover  fishnet  stockings  and  the  world  of 


Nion:  the  Birth  of  a  Clown 
Ian  Wallace  is  Nion,  the  Montreal- based  cabaret 
artist  who  conjures  up  the  sexual  superheroes  of 
the  century:  Marilyn  Monroe,  John  Wayne  and 
Elvis  Presley.  A  theatrical  montage  of 
ingenious  lighting  and  costumes,  sly 
comedy  and  mime.  Nion  and  Company 
at  The  Rivoli,  from  March  5. 


dating.  Old  Angelo's.  45  Elm  St.  Mon-Fri, 
8:30  pm,  Sat,  8  and  10:30  pm.  597-0155. 
Through  March  7,  with  a  possible  1-week  ex- 
tension. 

n Seduced.  A  bizarre  comedy  by  Sam  Shep- 
erd  about  a  Howard  Hughes-type  recluse. 
Presented  by  Equity  Showcase.  Thurs-Sun, 
March  11-14,  8:30  pm.  Free  admission.  Har- 
bourfront  Studio  Theatre,  Queen's  Quay  W. 
869-8412. 

DPfaf  —  Her  Songs,  Her  Loves.  A  music- 
and-drama  show  starring  the  wonderful 
Kathy  Michael  McGlynn  as  Edith  Piaf, 
whose  songs  and  emotionalism  won  the 
hearts  of  many.  Mon-Sat,  6  pm.  The  Ports 
Dinner  Theatre,  1145  Yonge  St.  961-7678. 
Through  March  27. 

DLet  My  People  Come.  A  musical  about 
sex,  including  some  lesbian  and  gay  material. 
Basin  St  Cabaret,  180  Queen  St  W.  Mon- 
Thurs,  9  pm;  Fri-Sat,  8  and  11  pm.  598-3013. 
Unlimited  run. 


TV/Radio 


DNew  Waves:  Anti-Art  and  Punk.  The 
culture  of  negativity,  the  political  and  com- 
mercial forces  shaping  pop  music.  A  4-part 
series  on  CBC  Stereo's  "Ideas."  Part  I:  Vic- 
tims of  Fashion  (Thurs,  March  12,  8  pm) 
focuses  on  futurism,  dada  and  art  forms 
since  World  War  II.  Part  II:  Guerillas  of  Cul- 


ture (Thurs,  March  18)  talks  to  major  New 
Wave  performers  and  discusses  New  Wave's 
intellectual  and  political  implications.  (Parts 
I  and  II  prepared  by  TBP  contributor  and 
Glendon  College  English  teacher  Robert 
Wallace.)  Part  III:  Revolution  Rock  (Thurs, 
March  25)  and  Part  IV:  Riot  from  Beginning 
to  End  (Thurs,  April  1)  concludes  the  series. 
Participants  include  Talking  Heads,  Brian 
Eno,  Anna  Banana,  Michael  Kirby,  editor  of 
Drama  Review,  and  Dick  Hebdige,  author  of 
Sub-Culture:  The  Meaning  of  Style.  Ideas, 
CBC  Stereo  Radio,  8  pm. 
DBrideshead  Revisited.  PBS-TV  continues  its 
epic  serialization  of  Evelyn  Waugh's  explora- 
tion of  the  hidden  links  between  bad  art, 
homosexuality  and  the  Roman  Catholic 
church.  Charles  Ryder  (Jeremy  Irons)  likes 
Sebastian  Flyte  (Anthony  Andrews)  a  whole 
lot,  but  when  this  ends  in  alcoholism  and 
despair,  Charles  falls  for  Sebastian's  sister. 
When  that  collapses,  what  else  can  Charles 
do  but  convert  to  Catholicism?  rated  PC  — 
very  Pretty  and  Colourful.  Every  Monday 
on  PBS-TV  at  9  pm  through  mid-March. 
DThe  Importance  of  Being  Gertrude.  A  pro- 
gramme about  the  influence  of  American  les- 
bian author  Gertrude  Stein  and  her  Paris 
salon  on  the  film,  art  and  literature  of  this 
century.  Part  of  a  2-part  programme  called 
"Escape  Artists."  Audience,  CBC  Stereo 
Radio,  Sat,  Feb  27  at  8:05  pm. 


Lunchtime  in  Venice:  Sebastian  Flyte  (Anthony  Andrews,  left)  and  dearies  Ryder  (Jeremy 
Irons).  Brideshead  Revisited  back  for  anottter  run.  on  PBS.  Channel  17.  Mondays  at  9:00  pm. 


MARCH  1982 


n  Women's  Music  by  Sound  Women.  Pro- 
gramme of  alternature  and  mainstream 
music  by  women  performers,  along  with 
public  service  announcements  for  the 
women's  community.  11  am-noon,  Sundays, 
CKLN-FM,  102.9.  (With  Roger's  Cable  out- 
side of  Ryerson.)  For  PSA  listings  and  info, 
call  Lyne  597-0723  (days)  or  Shelley  531-1339 
(eves). 

D  Married  Gay  People.  A  2-part  series  on 
CITY-TV'S  "You're  Beautiful."  Profiles  of 
married  gays  and  spouses  who  talk  about  the 
effects  of  coming  out  on  their  marriages. 
Members  of  Gay  Fathers  and  Spouses  of 
Gays  speak  out.  Part  I:  Thurs,  March  4; 
Part  II:  Fri,  March  5.  3  pm. 


Dafice 


n  American  Ballet  Theatre  IL  Replacing 
Murray  Louis  Dance  Company  in  the  Dance 
series  will  be  the  second-string  company  of 
the  American  Ballet  Theatre.  Second-string 
does  not  mean  second-best.  ABT  II  will  per- 
form classical  and  modern  pieces.  Tues-Sat, 
March  16-20,  8  pm.  Ryerson  Theatre,  43 
Gerrard  St  E.  363-5437. 
DToronto  Dance  Theatre.  A  retrospective  of 
works  by  artistic  director  Peter  Randazzo 
spanning  the  history  of  Toronto  Dance 
Theatre.  There  will  be  two  different  pro- 
grammes performed  —  one  on  Tues,  Wed, 
and  Sat,  the  other  on  Thurs  and  Fri.  March 
23-27.  Toronto  Dance  Theatre,  80  Winches- 
ter St.  967-1365. 

HEdouard  Lock  and  Dancers.  A  Montreal- 
based  choreographer.  Lock  presents  the 
Toronto  premiere  of  his  new  work  called 
Oranges,  a  collective  vision  of  the  city. 
Thurs-Sun,  March  11-14,  8  pm.  Harbour- 
front,  York  Quay  Centre,  234  Queen's 
Quay  W.  869-8412. 


Art 


Roman  Balicki.  Exhibition  by  Toronto- 
based  artist  and  illustrator.  Provocative 
erotic  images  attacked  with  slashes  of  pris- 
matic colour  on  paper.  Artery,  334  King 
St  E.  862-1390.  Mon-Fri,  II  am-6  pm;  Sat, 
12-6  pm.  March  1-13. 

I.ipslick  Art.  Work  by  4  artists  at  the  Cab- 
bagctown  cafd-bar.  Photographs  by  Richard 
Plowright.  Cibachrome  photos  by  Richard 
Gordon,  and  abstract  art  by  Angus  McCal- 
lum  and  Grith  I  udwig.  Lipstick.  580  Parlia- 
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Reel  to  Real  Film  Series 

Aiming  to  create  alliances  between  various 
diverse  community  groups  in  Toronto,  the 
Reel  to  Real  Film  Committee  tias  assembled  a 
series  of  political  documentaries  with  films 
on  subjects  ranging  from  El  Salvador  to  gay 
rights.  Included  on  the  agenda  are:  Rosie 
the  Riveter,  a  film  about  the  rise  and  fall  of 
women  labourers  during  wwii;  Deadly 
Force,  the  document  of  an  extraordinary 
case  of  the  abuse  of  police  power  in  Los 
Angeles:  and  Witches,  Faggots.  Dykes  and 
Poofters,  an  Australian  production  which 
uses  impressive  documentary  footage  to 
chronicle  how  a  gay  mardi-gras  parade  was 
sabotaged  by  police,  eventually  resulting  in 
184  arrests.  Each  screening  is  sponsored  by 
a  group,  and  is  to  be  followed  by  live 
entertainment. 

The  full  schedule: 
Feb  28:  Rosie  the  Riveter  (sponsored  by 
Action  Daycare). 

March  7:  Resurgence:  The  Movement  of 
Equality  versus  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  ( The  Park- 
dale  and  Riverdale  Action  Committees 
Against  Racism) 

March  14:  The  Uprising  (Canadian  Action  for 
Nicaragua) 

March  21:  Witches,  Faggots,  Dykes  and 
Poofters  (LAR  and  GLARE) 
March  28:  Donna  (Cross  Cultural  Commu- 
nication Centre) 
April  4:  Deadly  Force  (CIRPA) 

Screenings  are  at  the  Bloor  Cinema,  427 
Bloor  West.  Daycare  will  be  provided. 
Admission:  $3.50.  Info:  Brian  Woods  at 
964-6901. 

ment  St.  922-6655.  Feb  25-March  31. 
D  Destroy  These  Pictures.  Artists  in  this 
show  assault  the  artificial  frames  between 
paintings  and  photographs  to  show  both 
media  as  vehicles  for  image  and  thought.  In- 
cludes Andy  Fabo,  General  Idea,  Rae 
Johnson,  Jayce  Salloum.  ChromaZone  Gal- 


lery, 320  Spadina  Ave.  2nd  noor,  366-6349. 
Through  Sat,  Feb  27. 

DThe  Happy  Martyrs.  Adrien  Mitchel  and 
Natalie  Olanick  mount  a  3-day  installation, 
with  film  and  performance.  ChromaZone, 
320  Spadina  Ave,  2nd  floor.  Wed-Sat 
12-6  pm.  366-6349.  Thurs,  March  4  to  Sat, 
March  6. 

Cinema 

Current 

n Making  Love.  Dir:  Arthur  Hiller.  With 
Michael  Ontkean,  Kate  Jackson.  A  teary 
rendition  of  the  destruction  of  a  perfect  mar- 
riage by  the  husband's  affair  with  another 
man.  Its  gangling  awkwardness  is  the  unfor- 
tunate result  of  being  too  self-consciously 
The  Gay  Film,  but  used  as  a  gauge  to  test  the 
mass  tolerance  level  of  such  subject  matter, 
this  could  prove  very  important.  (See  review 
p  36.)  Uptown  I,  Yonge  at  Bloor.  922-3113. 
D Personal  Best.  Dir:  Robert  Towne.  With 
Mariel  Hemingway.  A  precision  piece  in 
which  a  lesbian  pentathlon  athlete  struggles 
to  prove  herself  as  both  a  lover  and  a  com- 
petitor. Presented  with  sober  grace  and  fine 
strength,  although  the  David  Hamiltonesque 
photography  borders  on  titillation.  (See 
review  pg  37.)  Uptown  2,  Yonge  at  Bloor. 
922-3113. 

Repertory 

DThe  Consequence  and  The  Naked  Civil 
Servant.  U  of  T  Gay  and  Lesbian  Awareness 
Week  features  a  showing  of  two  popular  gay 
films,  both  originally  made-for-TV.  The  Con- 
sequence (1977)  is  a  West  German  film  about 
a  love  affair  between  a  man  and  a  teenager 
destroyed  by  an  uncaring  prison /reform 
school  world.  The  Naked  Civil  Servant 
(1977)  is  a  British  film  based  on  the  auto- 
biography of  Quentin  Crisp,  the  man  who 
taught  us  how  to  use  Hamboyance  as  a  tool 
for  survival.  Sidney  Smith  Hall,  Rm  2135. 
Thurs,  Feb  25. 

DMyra  Breckinridge  (I%8).  Dir:  Michael 
Same.  So  tasteless  it's  lethal.  Rex  Reed  has  a 
sex-change  operation  that  transforms  him  in- 
to Raquel  Welch.  The  director,  by  the  way, 
has  never  worked  in  Hollywood  since. 
March  3,  7  pm.  Bloor  Cinema,  506  Bloor 
St  W,  $2.  532-6677. 


The  Nylons:  Arnold  Robinson,  Claude  Morrison,  Paul  Cooper,  Marc  Connors.  Mar  4,  MasseyHall 


D Outrageous  (1977).  Dir:  Richard  Benner. 
Starring  Craig  Russell  before  his  nasty  mar- 
riage where  he  told  reporters,  "I've  been 
fooling  around  with  boys  long  enough.  It's 
time  I  settled  down  with  a  womanl"  and 
then  ravaged  his  wife's  face  with  wet  kisses. 
Draw  your  own  conclusions.  March  3, 
9:30  pm.  Bloor  Cinema,  506  Bloor  St  W,  $2. 
532-6677. 

DGallipoli  (1981).  Dir:  Peter  Wier.  A  loving 
friendship  between  two  soldiers  is  pitted 
against  the  machismo  of  military  combat 
during  the  Boer  War.  The  film's  questioning 
of  traditional  masculinity  caused  quite  a 
fracas  in  Australia  where  it  was  made,  as 
some  viewed  it  as  a  subversive  expose  of 
homosexuality  in  the  ranks.  March  5  and  6. 
7  and  9:30  pm  respectively.  Bloor  Cinema, 
506  Bloor  St  W,  $2.  532-6677. 
DThe  Rocky  Horror  Picture  Show.  Now's 
your  chance  to  do  The  Time  Warp  in  a  gay 
setting.  Meet  the  old  gang:  Brad  and  Janet 


Cheeriul  cynicism 
on  the  romantic  front 

David  Roche  Talks  to  You  About  Love.  Indeed 
he  does  —  in  lyrical  wisps  of  erotic  memory, 
sardonic  asides  and  poignantly  funny  confes- 
sions. Underlying  his  swift  perceptions  and 
the  uneasy  laughter  they  provoke  is  a  reluctant 
cynicism  about  love  and  relationships  that  is 
more  painful  at  thirty  than  at  any  other  age. 

In  his  performance  Roche  mentions  turning 
thirty,  without  exploring  the  subject  directly 
But,  for  me.  it  underlies  his  need  to  be  droll, 
detached,  amused  by  life  and  love.  At  thirty 
youth  is  gone  and  society's  expectations 
crowd  in  to  demand  maturity,  responsibility 
being  "settled"  and  having  one's  career 
determined. 


David  Roche,  slim,  handsome  and  vulner- 
able, turns  from  these  demands  and  takes  us 
through  a  sketchy  review  of  his  life  to  date. 
The  very  ordinariness  of  his  life  as  a  gay  boy 
and  man  immediately  wins  the  attention  of  his 
audience. 

We  recognize  the  small-town  life  with  the 
Protestant  mother  and  the  Catholic  father;  we 
know  the  sensitive  child  who  wanted  to  be  a 
dancer  ("I  used  to  copy  all  those  Alan  Lund 
routines  on  Juliette").  We  identify  with  his 
crush  on  Kent  and  his  guilty  joy  in  smelling 
Kent's  discarded  shirt;  with  his  tentative  ap- 
proach to  a  gay  bar  ("..  .you're  going  to  need 
every  ounce  of  faith  and  stamina  you  can 
muster").  We  squirm  at  his  plaintively  comic 
cry:  "I'm  in  love  with  him!  Why  can't  he  see 
that?  Right  now  it's  a  secret,  but  you'd  think 
he'd  guess." 


No  cross-referencing:  David  Roche  checks  through  the  files  of  his  loves  and  losses 


In  this  subtle,  low-key  production,  Roche 
commands  attention  by  his  apparent  diffi- 
dence. His  moves  and  pauses  are  telling  in 
their  simplicity;  the  music  is  nostalgic,  the 
lighting  restrained.  Props  are  minimal:  a  table 
and  two  filing  cabinets,  which  provide  a  mem- 
orable moment  in  the  monologue.  From  one 
cabinet,  Roche  takes  a  file  containing  the 
names  of  people  who  have  loved  him;  from  the 
other,  a  folder  of  the  people  he  has  loved. 
Holding  the  first,  he  says,  "In  no  case  does  a 
name  appearing  in  this  file  appear  also  in  the 
other  one.  In  other  words,  there's  no  need  for 
cross-referencing." 

Empathy  runs  through  the  audience  like  an 
electric  shock.  And  then  Roche  jolts  us  into 
laughter:  "It's  A  who  loves  B,  who  loves  C, 
who  loves  D  —  who  has  a  vibrator." 

If  Roche's  cheerful  cynicism  simply  covers  a 
romantic  longing  for  love  and  commitment,  the 
audience  is  left  to  read  in  that  possibility  for 
itself 

The  show  ends  with  a  mischievous  parody 
of  Tom  Joad's  plea  for  universal  brotherhood, 
which  closed  The  Grapes  of  Wrath:  "I'll  be 
everywhere.  I'll  be  wherever  you  look.  Wher- 
ever there's  a  cop  beating  up  a  guy  I'll  be 
there. . .  wherever  there's  a  poor  bastard  star- 
ing at  the  3  am  ceiling  wondering  what  went 
wrong...  I'll  be  there." 

Fade  to  black. 

Norman  HaylJ 

David  Roche  Talks  to  You  About  Love  was  direct- 
ed by  Bob  White  as  part  of  ttie  Rttubarb!  festival  of 
new  works,  a  joint  venture  of  Sky  Gilbert's  Bud- 
dies In  Bad  Times  and  Cynthia  Grant's  Nightwood 
group.  The  series  was  presented  in  November  at 
the  Theatre  Centre.  666  King  St  W,  Toronto. 

David  Roche  will  repeat  his  performance  on 
March  23  and  24  at  8:30  pm  at  Adelaide  Court 
Ttieatre,  57  Adelaide  St  E.  See  Stage. 


and  that  Transylvanian  transvestite  himself, 
Dr  Frank  'n'  Furter.  Bring  newspapers, 
pieces  of  toast,  squirt  guns  and  candles.  MCC 
Movie  Nite.  730  Bathurst  St.  Sat,  March  6  at 
8  pm. 


IVIusic 


D  Joan  Armatrading.  Britain's  best  export 
sings  rock  &  roll  with  a  twist  of  blues  jazz  — 
and  her  guitar  work  is  briUiant.  Massey  Hall, 
Thurs,  Feb  25  and  Fri,  Feb  26  at  8  pm. 
$12.50  and  $10.50  through  BASS  698-2277. 
DJoan  Baez  in  Concert.  Sixties'  heartthrob 
meets  the  get -over-it  Eighties  in  snowbound 
Toronto.  One  performance  only.  Massey 
Hall.  Sat,  Feb  27  at  8  pm.  $15  or  $12.50 
through  BASS  698-2277. 
DThe  Nylons.  The  male  a  cappella  singing 
group  with  the  do-wah  sound  and  tight  black 
pants  highlights  a  cross-Canada  tour  with  an 
engagement  at  Toronto's  Massey  Hall.  New 
staging,  costumes  and  slick  publicity  go  with 
the  quartet's  familiar  glossy  vocal  har- 
monies. Tickets  $9  and  $11  through  BASS 
698-2277.  Thurs,  March  4  at  8  pm. 
DThe  Women  TIroubadours.  First  of  3  lec- 
ture/concerts intended  to  revive  part  of  the 
history  of  women  composers  and  their 
works.  Featuring  guest  lecturer  Judith  Cohen 
and  the  medieval  women's  ensemble  Sanz 
Cuer.  Tlies,  March  9,  5:30-7  pm.  Later  pres- 
entations: The  Romantic  Women  Composers 
(April  6)  and  Baroque  Women  Composers 
(May  18).  Directed  by  Ottie  Lockey.  Trinity 
United  Church,  427  Bloor  St  W.  Info: 
920-9797. 

DMama  Quilla  IL  The  women's  rock  band 
that  Toronto's  lesbian  community  loves  to 
love.  A  1-night  stand  at  the  Isabella  Hotel, 
556  Sherbourne  St.  921-4167.  Sun,  March  21. 
DTeresa  Tk-ull  and  Julie  Homi.  An  evening 
of  jazz,  blues  and  popular  music  with  vocal- 
ist Teresa  Trull  and  Julie  Homi.  Free  child- 
care,  interpreted  for  the  hearing  impaired, 
wheelchair  accessible.  Tickets  $6  available  at 
Toronto  Women's  Bookstore,  SCM  Books, 
Harbourfront  Box  Office  (869-8412)  or  BASS 
(698-2277).  The  Brigantine  Room,  York 
Quay  Centre,  Harbourfront,  235  Queen's 
Quay  West.  Thurs,  March  25  at  8  pm. 


Restaurants/cafes 

Gay  managennent/gay-positive  ambience 

nihe  Chuck  Wagon.  592  Sherbourne  St. 
921-3142.  Inexpensive  steak  and  ctiicken 
restaurant.  Salad  bar. 

nCrispins.  64  Gerrard  St  E.  977-1919.  Medium- 
priced  restaurant, 

MEmpire  Diner.  678  Yonge  St.  967-331 1 . 
Restaurant  and  after-hours  caf6. 
r  JFare  Exchange.  4  Irwin  Ave.  923-5924.  Small 
neigtibourhood  cafe, 
rUThe  Fat  Squirrel  Catering  Company.  18  Eastern 
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Ave.  368-4040.  Informal,  reasonably  pricecl  home- 
cooked  meals. 

DLipstick.  580  Parliament  St.  922-6655.  Cafe-bar 
with  informal  dining. 

DMajor  Roberts  Upstairs  and  Downstairs.  124  Har- 
bord  St.  968-7000  Neighbourhood  bar  upstairs, 
dining  room  downstairs.  Inexpensive  lunches. 
DNeigtibours.  562  Church  St.  924-1972.  Medium- 
priced  restaurant. 

DPimblett's.  249  Gerrard  St  E  929-9525.  English 
bistro  with  dinner  menu. 

New  this  issue: 

DJennie's.  360  Queen  St  E  (at  Parliament). 
861-1461 .  Casual  restaurant  with  light  snacks, 
fixed-price  menu.  Fully  licensed. 
nihe  Queen  Mother  Ca»6.  206  Queen  St  W 
598-4719.  Cosy,  informal  eating  place  with 
reasonably  priced  soups,  salads,  sandwiches  and 
desserts.  Licensed. 

DThe  VS  Restaurant.  251  King  St  E  (at  Sher- 
bourne),  upstairs.  365-9972.  Comfortably  elegant, 
with  continental  menu.  Dinner  for  two  with  wine: 
$40.  Pre-show  dinner  also  available  downstairs  in 
The  Mainstage. 


Bars 


DThe  Albany  Tavern.  158  King  St  W  861-1155. 

Large  lounge,  beverage  room  and  patio. 

DThe  Barn.  83  Granby  St.  977-4702.  Leather  and 

western,  casual  stand-up  bar  and  disco. 

DBoots  at  the  Selby.  592  Sherbourne  St 

921-3142.  Beverage  room  (The  Saloon),  large 

lounge  (The  Long  Bar)  and  upstairs  piano  bar. 

DBuddy's  Backroom  Bar.  370  Church  St 

977-9955.  Casual  stand-up  bar. 

aCameo  Club.  95  Trinity  St.  368-2824.  Licensed 

private  dance  club  for  women.  Fri  and  Sat  only 

DDudes.  10  Breadalbane  St  (laneway  behind 

Parkside  Tavern).  923-6136.  Small  stand-up  and 

after-hours  bar  and  restaurant. 

ni8  East.  18  Eastern  Ave.  368-4040  Leather  and 

denim  tavern.  Home  of  the  leather  clubs. 

DKT's.  5  St  Joseph  St.  922-4118.  Stand-up  bar 

with  dance  floor.  Open  Fri  and  Sat  to  4  am.  Cover 

charge  on  weekends.  Dining  lounge. 

DLes  Cavaliers.  418  Church  St.  977-4702.  Piano 

bar  popular  with  older  men. 

nParkslde  Tavern.  530  Yonge  St.  922-3844.  Bar, 

dining  room  and  men's  beverage  room. 

DThe  Quest.  665  Yonge  St.  964-8641 .  Bar,  dining 

room  and  upstairs  disco. 

DSt  Charles  Tavern.  488  Yonge  St.  925-551 7. 

City's  landmark  straight-owned  gay  bar. 

DTogether.  457  Church  St  923-3469.  Bar,  dining 

room^  Comfortable  space  for  women. 

New  this  issue: 

nChristan's.  21  Yorkville  Ave.  923-3263. 
Disco/New  Wave  after-hours  club.  Open  until  6  am 
with  cover  on  weekends.  Dining  room  open  for 
lunch  and  dinner,  steak  and  seafood  menu. 
DHotel  California.  319  Jarvis  St  (south  of  Gerrard. 
side  entrance).  925-6215.  Lounge  with  stand-up 
bar.  Dinmg  room,  moderately  priced  with  daily- 
specials.  Pool  room.  Overnight  accommodations 
TBA. 

DThe  Mainstage.  251  King  St  E  (at  Sherbourne). 
365-9972.  Nightclub  and  bar  featuring  musi- 
cal/comedy acts.  Tues-Sat,  two  shows  nightly  at 
8:30  and  10:30  pm:  Sun,  showbrunchat  12  and 
3:30  pm.  Hamburg  menu  plus  pre-show  dinner 
available  VS  Restaurant  upstairs.  Opening  enter- 
tainment Mar  9. 


Baths 


DThe  Backdoor  Gym  and  Sauna.  12  1/2  Elm  St 

(laneway  west  of  Yonge  St,  2  blocks  south  of  Ger- 
rard St).  977-5997.  Open  24  hours. 
DThe  Barracks.  56WidmerSt.  366-1292.  Leather 
and  denim.  Open  6  pm  to  10  am  during  week  and 
24  hours  on  weekend. 

DThe  Club.  231  Mutual  St.  977-4629.  Open  24 
hours 

DRoman's  Health  and  Recreation  Spa.  742  Bay  St 
598-21 10.  Open  24  hours. 

Discos 

nCharly's.  488  Yonge  St,  925-5517  Men  only  Fri 

and  Sat  10  pm  to  3:30  am. 

I  IManatee.  1 1A  St  Joseph  St.  922-1898.  Men 

only.  Fri.  Sat  and  Sun 

I  jStages.  530  Yonge  St.  928-0492.  Mixed  Sat 

12-5  am.  Sun  10:30  pm-4  am. 

Accommodation 

nCatnaps  Guesthouse.  246  Sherbourne  St 
968-2323  tight  rooms.  TV  lounge,  laundry  and 
kitchen  facilities,  sundeck  One  person  $15,  two 
people  $18  Also  weekly  rates 


Quebecoise  writer  Jovette  Marchessdult  s  La  Saga  des  Poules  Mouillees,  praised  during  the 
theatre  festival  in  its  French  version,  reaches  the  Tarragon  Theatre  in  an  English  translation, 
The  Saga  of  Wet  Hens.  ("Wet  hen  "  isa  slang  expression  for '  'coward, ' '  with  the  added  pun 
on  "chick. ")  Seen  here  are  some  of  the  people  involved  in  the  production:  top  row:  Monique 
Mercure,  Louise  Lemieux,  Jennifer  Phipps:  middle  row:  Linda  Gaborlau,  Chapelle  Jaffe, 
Michelle  Rossignol:  bottom:  Diane  D'Aquila. 

h/larchessault  is  clear  that  her  play  Is  intended  for  all  human  beings:  "I  write  as  a  feminist, 
but  my  message  is  for  men  as  well  as  women.  The  creation  process  is  the  same  for  both.  I 
don 't  believe  in  discrimination  of  that  sort. ' '  The  energetic  Marchessault,  who  is  a  sculptor 
and  painter  as  well  as  a  writer,  is  currently  working  on  a  play  about  two  lesbian  couples  and  a 
man:  the  characters  include  Gertrude  Stein  and  Alice  Toklas,  Renee  Vivien  and  Natalie 
Barney,  and  Ernest  Hemingway.  JonKaplann 


DIB  East  Hotel.  18  Eastern  Ave.  368-4040. 
Recently  renovated  older  hotel  with  bar  and  dining 
room.  22  rooms,  TV  lounge.  One  or  two  people: 
$20. 

DThe  Selby  Hotel.  592  Sherbourne  St 
921-3142.  Victorian-style  hotel  with  bar  and  din- 
ing room.  72  rooms  with  private  bath.  No  house- 
keeping. One  person:  $23.50:  two  people: 
$29.50. 


DToronto  Gay  Community  Council.  730  Bathurst 
St,  M5S  2R4.  Umbrella  organization  of  Toronto  les- 
bian and  gay  groups.  Forum  for  sharing  informa- 
tion and  discussing  political  controversies. 

Social/political  action 

DBIack  and  White  Men  Together.  Drawer  C446, 
c/o  The  Body  Politic,  Box7289,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X9. 
An  interracial  support  group  for  men. 
DCame  Out  Decades  Ago  (CODA).  Box  6248,  Stn 
A,  M5W  1 P6.  For  lesbians  and  gay  men  over  40. 
DCoalltion  for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario  (CGRO).  Box 
822,  Stn  A,  M5W  1G3.  533-6824  Toronto  Office: 
730  Bathurst  St,  M5S  2R4 
DCommittee  to  Defend  John  Damien.  Box  608, 
Stn  K,  M4P  2H1   925-6729. 
DFoundation  tor  the  Advancement  of  Canadian 
Transsexuals  (FACT)  —  Toronto.  Box  281 ,  Stn  A, 
Rexdale,  ON  M9W  5L3  741-7223. 
DGay  Academic  Union  (GAU).  275  Broadview  Ave, 
No 47,  M4M  3H5  469-4244 
(IGay  Asians  of  Toronto.  Drawer  R999,  c/o  The 
Body  Politic,  Box  7289.  Sin  A,  M5W  1X9. 
r  IGay  Community  Appeal  of  Toronto.  Box  221 2. 
Stn  P,  M5S  2T2  869-3036  Fund-raising  organi- 
zation for  gay  and  lesbian  community  proiects 
I  JGay  Community  Dance  Committee  (GCDC).  730 
Bathurst  St.  M5S  2R4  Organizes  community  fund- 
raising  dances 

'   Gay  Fathers  Support  Group.  Box  187.  Sin  F, 
M4Y  2L5  532-2333  or  967-0430 

Gay  Liberation  Against  the  Right  Everywhere 
(GLARE).  Box  793,  StnQ,  M4T  2N7 
[  IGay  SIG.  Drawer  C622.  c/o  The  Body  Politic,  Box 
7289,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X9.  Group  of  gay  members  of 
MENSA  in  Canada 


DGay  Self-Defence  Group.  Box  793,  Stn  Q, 
M4T  2N7.  960-5579.  Organizes  courses  in  self- 
defence  in  and  outside  of  Toronto 
DGays  at  University  of  Toronto  (GAUT).  c/o  SAC 
Office,  12  Hart  House  Circle,  University  of  Toronto. 
M5S  1A1.  978-4911. 

DGEM  Gay  Community  Outreach.  Box  62.  Bramp- 
ton, ON  L6V  2K7.  Peel  Region  (Brampton- 
Mississauga)  group  for  gays  and  lesbians.  Gayline 
West:  453-GGCO 

DLesbian  and  Gay  History  Group  of  Toronto. 
Box  639,  Stn  A,  M5W  1G2.  961-7338. 
DLesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day  Committee.  Box  793, 
Stn  Q,  M4T  2N7.  Organizes  June  27  celebration. 
DLesbian  and  Gay  Youth  Toronto.  730  Bathurst  St, 
M5S  2R4.  533-2867.  Phone  counselling:  Mon, 
Fri,  Sat  7  pm-10:30  pm. 

DLesbian  Mothers'  Defence  Fund.  Box  38.  Stn  E. 
M6H  4E1.  465-6822. 

DLesbians  Against  the  Right  (LAR).  Box  6579,  Stn 
A,  M5W  1X4.  Lesbian-feminist  political  action 
group. 

DNew  Democratic  Party  Gay  Caucus.  Box  792, 
Stn  F.  M4Y  2N7.  964-1049. 
DNDVA.  Box  5794,  Stn  A,  M5W  1P2.  921-1938.  A 
collective  concerned  with  theory  and  practice  of 
non-violent  direct  action. 

n Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays.  100 
MaitlandSt,  No  506,  M4Y  1E2.  Info:  June  Tattle  at 
961-3415, 

DPotluck  Suppers.  Box  6771,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X5. 
Lesbian  social  group.  368-0355. 
DRight  to  Privacy  Committee  (RTPC).  730  Bathurst 
St,  M5S  2R4  Defence  committee  for  gays  arrested 
under  bawdyhouse  laws  Cheques  or  charges 
payable  to  Harriet  Sachs  in  trust  for  RTPC  Info 
368-4392 

I IRTPC  Gay  Street  Patrol.  730  Bathurst  St, 
M5S  2R4.  Volunteers  welcome.  Info:  Dennis  at 
961-8046 

.  IRyerson  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men.  c/o  SURPI. 
Ryerson  Polytechnical  Institute.  Jorgensen  Hall, 
380  Victoria  St.  M5B  1W7  Office:  Rm  A374, 
Jorgensen  Hall  Hrs  Mon  1-6  pm  Ryerson 
Gayline  593-4030  Mon  1-6  pm.  Thurs6-9  pm, 
I  iSpouses  of  Gays,  c/o  Caryn  Miller.  260  Carlton 
SI,  MSA  2L3  Phoneline  9670597  Wed  and  Thurs 
6:30-8  30  pm 

1   Toronto  Gay  Community  Choir.  158  Brunswick 
Ave.  M5S  2M2  PhKalhy  Anthony-May. 
534-8710  Practice  Thurs  8  pm  at  519  Church  St 
Community  Centre 


DThe  Women's  Group.  519  Church  St  Community 
Centre,  Info:  Rosemary  Doughty  at  923-2778.  Sup- 
port and  discussion  group  for  lesbians. 
[1York  Rainbow  Society  of  the  Deaf.  Box  671 . 
Stn  F,  M4Y  2N6. 

New  this  issue: 

DAfter  You're  Out.  Weekly  groups  for  gay  men. 
Groups  of  8-10  people  committed  to  meeting  for 
10  weeks  to  discuss  personal  goals,  problems 
and  topics  of  Interest  Organized  by  TAG.  Info: 
964-6600. 

D Doing  It!  Lesbians  and  Gay  Liberation  in  the 
'80s:  Conference  Organizing  Committee.  730 
Bathurst  St.  M5S  2R4  Info:  Philip  at  961 -8046 
Committee  planning  Canada-wide  conference 
scheduled  for  Toronto  June  26-July  5.  1982 
DFat  Lesbians.  730  Bathurst  St.  M5S  2R4.  Info: 
Christine  Donald  at  533-6824.  Consciousness- 
raising  group  discussing  issues  that  affect  and 
oppress  fat  lesbians. 

rJGay  Alliance  at  York,  c/o  CYSF,  105  Central  Sq. 
York  University,  4700  Keele  St.  Downsview,  ON 
M3J  1P3.  667-2515. 

DLesbian  Speakers  Bureau.  Box  6597,  Stn  A, 
M5W  1X4.  Info:  Michelle  at  789-4541  or  Debbie 
at  964-7477.  Provides  speakers  for  myth- 
shattering  seminars  and  workshops  about 
lesbians 

Health/ social  services 

DA  Way  Out.  530-GAYS.  24-hour  recorded 
messages  for  young  lesbians  and  gays.  Four  to  five 
minutes  of  supportive  info  on  dealing  with  parent, 
friends,  fears  and  coming  out  problems.  Drawer 
C614.C/OTBP.  Box  7289.  Stn  A,  M5W  1X9. 
DAIcoholics  Anonymous.  Lesbian/gay  fellowships 
964-3962 

DGay  Counselling  Centre  of  Toronto.  730  Bathurst 
St.  M5S  2R4.  534-8207.  Open  Tues  and  Thurs 
6:30-9:30  pm.  Professional  counselling  clinic  for 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  Call  for  appt  or  drop  in. 
Volunteers  needed. 

DHassle-Free  Clinic  -  Men.  556  Church  St.      ■ 
second  floor  922-0603.  VD  info,  testing  and  treat- 
ment. Hours:  Mon,  Wed,  4-9  pm:  Tues.  Thurs. 
10  am-3  pm:  Fri,  4-7  pm;  Sat.  11  am-4  pm.  Call 
ahead  VO  testing  at  baths:  Roman's.  Fri  from  9 
pm:  The  Backdoor,  every  second  Tues  from  9  pm, 
The  Club,  every  second  Wed  from  9  pm. 
DLesbian  Phoneline.  Box  70,  Stn  F,  M4Y  2L4. 
960-3249.  Tues  7:30-10:30  pm.  Recorded 
message  other  times  Speakers  available. 
DSex  Ed  Centre.  44  St  George  St,  Rm  25. 
978-3977.  Sex  counselling  for  U  of  T campus.  Open 
from  10  am.  Tues:  gay  male  counsellor,  10  am- 
10  pm.  Lesbian  coming  out  group  and  drop-in: 
Wed  6  pm.  Gay  men's  discussion  groups. 
DToronto  Area  Gays  (TAG).  Box  6706  Stn  A, 
M5W  1X5.  964-6600.  Free  peer  counselling  and 
info  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  Discussion  groups, 
women's  groups  and  coming  out  groups.  Call  Mon- 
Sat:  7pm-10:30pm 

DTri-Aid  Charitable  Foundation.  8  Irwin  Ave. 
M4Y  1 K9.  Gay  youth  counselling  and  street  work. 


Professional 


D Association  of  Gay  Social  Workers.  Box  182.  Stn 

0.  M4A  2N3.  Social  work  students  welcome. 

DGays  in  Health  Care.  Box  5712.  Stn  A. 

M5W  1N8.  920-1882  (Stephen)  or  929-5901 

(Lorna).  Includes  nurses,  physicians,  medical 

students  and  psychologists 

DOntario  Gay  Teachers'  Caucus.  730  Bathurst  St. 

M5S  2R4 

DToronto  Lambda  Business  Council.  Box  513. 

Adelaide  St  Stn.  M5C  2J6 


Religious 


[  1  Dignity/Toronto.  Box  249.  Stn  E,  M6H  4E2. 

960-3997  Group  for  gay  and  lesbian  Catholics  and 

friends 

DIntegrity/Toronto.  Box  873.  Stn  F.  M4Y  2N9 

961-1707  or  487-7406  Pastoral  ministry  tor  gay 

and  lesbian  Anglicans  and  friends 

:  Lutherans  Concerned,  c/o  Edward  Schlauch. 

980  Broadview  Ave.  Apt  2309.  M4K  3Y1   Support 

and  fellowship  for  gay  and  lesbian  Lutherans  and 

their  friends 

I   Metropolitan  Community  Church.  730  Bathurst 

St.  M5S  2R4  532  2333  Christian  church  with 

special  ministry  to  gay  community 

Toronto  Organization  of  United  Church  Homo- 
sexuals (TOUCH).  Box 626  StnQ.  M4T  1L0 

New  this  issue: 

Salvation  Army  Gay  Association  (SAGA).  730 

BalhurslSI.  M5S  ?R4   743  8948  Support  group 
tor  gay  and  lesbian  Salvationists  and  triends 

The  Sisters  of  Perpetual  Indulgence.  Drawer  OPI. 
c/o  TBP,  Box  7289.  Stn  A.  M5W  1X9 

Continued  on  page  28 
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Wed/Feb  24 

U  Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Ash 

Wednesday  service  for  the  beginning  of  Lent. 
All  welcome.  7:30  pm,  730  Bathurst  St. 
nPolice-Gay  Relations.  Part  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Awareness  Week  at  U  of  T.  A  talk 
by  Arnold  Bruner.  University  College  media 
room,  8  pm. 

nToronIo  Gay  Community  Council.  519 
Church  St  Community  Centre,  7:30  pm. 
Community  forum  for  sharing  info  and 

debating  issues.  Info:  923-GAYS. 

n  No-Name  Cafe.  For  people  who 
want  an  alternative  to  the  bar  scene.  A  place 
to  relax  with  coffee,  tea  and  conversation  on 
the  menu.  519  Church  St  Community 
Centre,  8-10  pm. 


TBP's  guide  to  goings-on  from  Wednesday,  February  24  to.. 


Buttery,  Gerald  Larkin  Building,  Devonshire 
Place,  U  of  T.  Admission  $4. 


Sun/Feb  28 


DOul  and  Out.  Snowshoeing,  day  trip. 
Bring  snowshoes  (or  call  Ian,  921-6947,  a 
week  in  advance)  and  something  for  lunch  to 
the  southern  exit  of  the  York  Mills  subway 
stop,  Yonge  and  Old  York  Mills  Rd,  at  10 
am.  Bring  your  car  if  possible. 
D  Dignity /Toronto.  Workshop  followed  by 
discussion  meeting.  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes 
Church,  Sherbourne  St,  4  pm.  Speaker:  Dr 
Doris  Dyke  of  Emmanuel  College.  Info: 
960-3997. 

Mon/March  1. 

DSexuality  Awareness  Week  begins  at  the 
University  of  Toronto  with  the  film  "Men's 
Lives"  and  a  discussion  including  speakers 
Brian  Lauder  (Men's  discussion  group),  Leo 
Casey  ("Male  socialization  from  the  point  of 
view  of  a  gay  male")  and  Kathryn  Morgan 
("Female  socialization").  University  Col- 
lege, Rm  179,  7:30-10  pm. 


Tues/March  2 


[]  Integrity/Toronto.  Lenten  Quiet  Evening 
and  Dinner.  6:30  pm,  Holy  Trinity  Church, 
Eaton  Centre.  Dinner  cost  $4.  Info:  921-4778 
evenings  before  8:30  pm. 
DGEM  Gay  Community  Outreach.  Unitar- 
ian Hall,  84  South  Service  Rd,  Port  Credit,  8 
pm.  Info:  Gayline  West  453-GGCO. 
D Spearhead  Bar  Night  at  18  East. 


Wed/March  3 


riNo-NameCafe.  519  Church  St,  8-10  pm. 
See  Feb  24. 

DFilm  on  rape.  "A  Scream  from  Silence." 
Part  of  Sexuality  Awareness  Week  at  the  U 
of  T.  7:30  pm.  University  College,  Rm  179, 
with  speaker  following. 
D  Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Rev 
Brent  Hawkes  will  conduct  a  class  on  homo- 
sexuality and  the  Bible.  7:30  pm,  730  Bath- 
urst St. 

D International  Women's  Day  Committee. 
Organizing  meeting  at  Cecil  St  Community 
Centre,  58  Cecil  St,  7:30  pm.  More  info: 
789-4541. 


Thurs/March  4 


n  Forum  on  Feminism  and  Gay  Men.  Event 
in  support  of  International  Women's  Day 
(March  6).  Panelists  will  include  Brian  Con- 
way (GLARE),  Hugh  English  (Gay  Self- 
Defence  Group)  and  Lorna 


sponsored  by  Ryerson  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Men's  Group  and  the  Toronto  Gay  Patrol. 
Oakham  House,  63  Gould  St.  8:30  pm-l  am. 
Licensed  with  dj.  $3  iivadvance,  $4  at  door. 

Sat/March  6 

D  International  Women's  Day. 
DGay  Self-Defence  Group.  Free  demonstra- 
tion at  519  Church  St,  3  pm. 
DAII-women's  Dance.  St  Lawrence  Market 
North,  9  pm-l  am.  $4.  Jointly  sponsored  on 
the  evening  of  International  Women's  Day 


Michael  Greer:  at  the  Mainstage  from  Marcti  9 

by  Lesbians  Against  the  Right  and  the  Rape 

Crisis  Centre. 

nThe  Rocky  Horror  Picture  Show.  MCC 

Movie  Nite.  See  Cinema. 
DOut  and  Out.  Yes!  The  people  who 
brought  you  the  SS  Carmen  Miranda  hou.se- 
boat  trip  offer  you  your  choice  of  two  out- 
ings this  weekend.  Option  1:  Lodge  weekend 
in  Killarney  Park  area.  Cross-country  skiing, 
snowshoeing,  from  Blue  Mountain  Lodge  on 
Bell  Lake.  Reserve  as  soon  as  possible.  Club 
phone:  466-2709.  Option  2:  Cottage  week- 
end, with  skiing  and  snowshoeing,  at  Buck- 
horn  Farm  near  Peterborough.  Limited  to 
20.  Phone  Stuart  (921-6033)  for  reservations 
and  details. 


Sun/March  7 


n  Lesbian  Mothers'  Defence  Fund.  Potluck 
brunch,  1-4  pm.  Share  food,  friendship  and 
thoughts  on  raising  children.  Info  on  loca- 
tion: 465-6822. 

LI  York  Rainbow  Society  of  the  Deaf. 
Monthly  meeting.  730 
Bathurst  St,  1  pm. 


Mon/March  8 


GCDC  Dance:  get  spaced  out  Marcti  20  at  the 
Concert  Hall.  Licensed;  9  pm  to  5  am 

Weir  (Lesbians  Against  the  Right).  519 
Church  Si,  8  pm.  Sponsored  by  GLARE. 
DNot  a  Love  Story.  Screening  of  film  on 
pornography  in  Sidney  Smith  Hall,  U  of  T. 
Free  tickets  available  from  the  Sex  Ed  Cen- 
tre. For  info  call  978-3977.  A  part  of  Sexual- 
ity Awareness  Week  at  the  U  of  T. 
ri Loving  Women.  See  Stage. 

iThe  Nylons.  See  IVIusiC. 
;  IWhai  the  Butler  Saw.  See  Stage. 

Fri/Marcti  5 

!  IN  ion  and  Company.  See  Stage. 

r  iMummenschanz.  See  Stage. 

f    No-Name  Gay  Dance  —  For  the  Love 

That  Dare  Not  Speak  Its  Name.  Dance  co- 


TUESDAYS 


1  Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth  Toronto. 

7:30  pm,  519  Church  St. 

Lesbians  Against  the  Right.  Meetings 
ai  7:30  to  plan  for  the  National  Lesbian 
Day  of  Action  (March  27).  Tentative 
location:  south  sitting  room,  Hart 
House,  U  of  T  More  info:  Gay  Bell  at 
466-3601. 


26/THE  BODY  POLITIC 


DRTPC  General  Meeting.  Ward  6 
Alderman  Gordon  Chong  speaks 
on  "Gays,  the  police  and  city 
hall."  519  Church  St  ,8  pm. 

D  Ryerson  Lesbian  and  Gay  Men's  Group. 

6  pm,  Time  Out  Centre,  Jorgensen  Hall. 

Topic,  S/M. 


Tues/Marcti  9 


n Michael  Greer.  Opens  3-week  stint  at  The 
Mainstage.  See  Stage. 
DThe  Women  Troubadours.  See  IVIusic. 
DTrident  Bar  Night  at  18  East. 


Wed/Marcti  10 


n No-Name  Cafe.  519  Church  St,  8-10  pm. 
See  Feb  24. 

DGay  Self-Defence  Group.  8-week  course 
begins.  Cost:  $40.  Call  960-5579. 


Phone  counselling  lines 

DGay  Counselling  Centre  of  Toronto: 

534-8207.  Tues  and  Thurs  6:30-9:30  pm.  Pro- 
fessional counselling  by  phone  and  in  person. 
GLesbian  Phoneline:  960-3249.  Tues 
7:30-10:30  pm 

r  ILesbian  and  Gay  Youth  Toronto:  533-2867. 
(Vlon,  Fri.Sat,  7-10:30  pm. 
LIU  of  T  Sex  Ed  Centre:  978-3977.  Gay  coun- 
sellors: Tues  10  am-10  pm. 
r  iSpouses  of  Gays:  967-0597.  Wed  and  Thurs 
6:30-8:30  pm.  ^ 

nToronto  Area  ^ays  (TAG):  964-6600.  Mon-Sat 
7-10:30  pm.  Counsellmg  and  info. 


INTERNATIONAL  WOMEN'S  DAY 
MARCH  6 "  19821 


The  struggle  goes  on.  Since  1910,  women  around  the  world  have  chosen  a  day  to  gather  to 
dramatize  the  need  for  change  in  their  economic  and  social  situation.  This  year  in  Toronto  it's 
Saturday,  March  6.  The  issues  of  the  day  are:  women 's  right  to  safe  jobs  at  decent  wages:  their 
right  to  choose  how  to  live  their  lives,  including  the  freedom  to  choose  their  own  sexuality:  and 
their  right  to  independence,  economic  security  and  freedom  from  physical  coercion.  A  rally  and 
demonstration  t)egins  at  11  am  sharp  in  City  Hall  Rotunda  and  will  be  interpreted  for  the  hearing 
impaired.  This  is  followed  by  a  march  to  Harbord  Collegiate,  286  Harbord  St,  where  a  Women 's 
Fair  will  be  held  from  1  to  4  pm,  featuring  workshops,  displays,  films,  music  and  food.  Daycare 
is  available.  Call  Bob  (537-5540),  George  (690-6704)  or  Stephen  (491 -5050,  ext681).  t\/ien 
interested  in  helping  with  daycare  call  Bob  at  above  number.  The  day's  events  are  organized  by 
the  l\/larch  8th  Coalition.  Info:  652-3389. 

An  all-women's  dance  follows  the  day's  celebrations  at  the  St  Lawrence  Market  North. 
Licensed,  9pmto1  am.  Sponsored  by  Lesbians  Against  the  Right  and  the  Rape  Crisis  Centre. 

Gay  Liberation  Against  the  Right  Everywhere  will  be  sponsoring  a  forum  on  Feminism  and  Gay 
Men  on  Thursday,  March  4  as  a  prelude  to  International  Women 's  Day.  GLARE  will  also  be 
leading  a  gay  men 's  contingent  in  the  March  6  demonstration.  Watch  for  the  GLARE  banner. 


Thurs/ March  11 

DEdouard  Lock  and  Dancers.  See  Dance. 
DGay  Fathers'  Support  Group.  Discussion 
at  8  pm.  Further  info:  532-2333  or  967-0430. 
D  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day  Committee. 
Meeting  to  organize  the  June  27  celebration 
at  Grange  Park.  519  Church  St,  8  pm. 
n  Lambda  Business  Council.  General  meet- 
ing in  auditorium  at  519  Church  St,  7:30  pm. 
nSeduced.  See  Stage. 
DToronto  Organization  of  United  Church 
Homosexuals.  Meeting  at  7:30  pm.  Info  on 
location:  466-1713. 


Trouble  with  the  Police? 

Phone  960-6318.  24-hour  hotline  Confidential- 
ity guaranteed  Citizens'  Independent  Review 
of  Police  Activities  (CIRPA).  Call  us  first! 


Self-defence:  New  courses  begin  March  10 


Fri/Mar  12 


D  Foundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Can- 
adian Transsexuals.  Monthly  meeting.  519 
Church  St  Community  Centre,  8  pm. 


Sat/March  13 


DOut  and  Out.  Downhill  skiing  at  Blue 
Mountain,  leaving  Toronto  at  7:30  am.  All 
are  welcome.  To  arrange  transportation,  call 
the  club  phone  (466-2709)  at  least  a  day 
ahead.  Out-of-towners  can  arrange  to  meet 
the  group  at  Blue  Mountain  by  calling  the 
same  number. 

DMCC  Dance.  "A  Fantasy  Dance."  9  pm, 
licensed  to  I  am.  Costumes  welcome.  730 
Bathurst  St.  $3.50  in  advance,  $4  at  door. 

Sun/March  14 

D  Dignity/Toronto.  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes 
Church,  Sherbourne,  4  pm.  Worship/discus- 
sion meeting.  Speaker:  Dan  Heap,  NDP  MP 
for  Spadina  riding. 

Mon/March  15 

[  IRyerson  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men's  Group. 


WEDNESDAYS 


Ga>  Alliance  at  York.  6-10  pm,  facul- 
ty lounge,  S-869  Ross. 
i    Metropolitan  Community  Church. 
Midweek  services.  730  Bathurst  St. 
I  : Lutherans  Concerned/Toronto.  8  pm 
in  a  member's  home.  Call  James  or 
David  at  463-7354  for  info  on  location. 
March  3  and  17. 

i  IRivcrdale  Volleyball  League.  Plays 
7-10  pm.  Further  info  at  Dudes, 
Buddy's,  Albany  Tavern  and  18  East. 
[  1  No-Name  Cafi  for  Lesbians  and  (Jay 
Men.  For  people  who  want  an  alicrna- 
live  10  the  bar  scene:  a  place  to  relax 
with  coffee,  tea  and  conversation  on 
ihc  menu.  8-10  pm,  519  Church  St. 


Wednesday,  March  31,  1982 


Bowling!  Meet  at  Time  Out  Centre, 
Jorgensen  Hall.  Bring  your  Laverne  and 
Shirley  masks.  6  pm. 

Tues/March  16 

D  Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and 
Gays.  Regular  meeting.  519  Church  St,  8 
pm.  Info:  961-3415. 

D  American  Ballet  Theatre  IL  See  Dance. 
DLanyard  Bar  Night  at  18  East. 

Wed/March  17 

D No-Name  Cafe.  8-10  pm.  See  Feb  24. 
DWoman's  Public  Lecture  Series.  Mary  F 
Dunbar,  lawyer,  speaks  on  "Women  and  the 
Law"  at  York  University.  More  info:  Foun- 
der's College,  667-3561. 

Thurs/March  18 

DGay  Academic  Union.  "Lesbians  and 
Gays  as  Parents:  Natural  and  Chosen 
Roles."  Panel  discus- 
sion with  represen- 
tatives from  the  Gay 
Counselling  Service, 
OISE,  and  Gay  Fath- 
ers. 8  pm  in  the  Sylves- 
ter Room,  Graduate 
Students,  Union,  16 
Bancroft  Ave,  U  of  T. 
DGay  Equality  Miss- 
issauga.  Coffee  with 
newcomers.  Youth, 
married  men  and  les- 
bians invited. 
Unitarian  Hall,  84 
South  Service  Rd,  Port 
Credit,  8  pm. 


Info:  921-4778  evenings  before  8:30  pm. 
DAn  Evening  with  David  Roche.  See  Stage. 
DToronto  Dance  Theatre.  See  Dance. 


Wed/March  24 


n No-Name  Cafe.  519  Church  St,  8-10  pm. 
See  Feb  24. 

□  Toronto  Gay  Community  Council.  Forum 
for  sharing  info  and  debating  issues.  519 
Church  St,  7:30  pm.  Info:  923-GAYS. 


Fri/ March  26 


Roman  Balicki:  at  Artery,  March  1  to  13 


Frl/March  19 


riGay  Equality  Mississauga.  Licensed  dance 
with  buffet.  Unitarian  Hall,  84  South  Service 
Rd,  Port  Credit,  8:30  pm. 

□  Weekend  retreat  for  gay  Christians. 

Retreat  at  Scarborough  Foreign  Mission 
sponsored  by  Dignity/Toronto.  Cost,  inclu- 
ding meals:  $45  per  person  or  $80  per  cou- 
ple. Further  info:  Vanessa  Magness,  120  Old 
Sheppard  Ave,  Willowdale  or  call  Paul  Bon- 
dy  at  757-0842  between  9  and  10:30  pm.  Fri 
eve,  March  19  to  Sun  noon,  March  21. 

Sat/March  20 

□  Colour  Your  World.  Special  theme  party  at 
Lipstick,  the  Cabbagetown  cafe-bar.  Waiters 
don  painter's  pants,  erect  scaffolding,  set  up 
ladders  to  paint  the  bar  red.  Special  drink 
list.  From  4:30pm.  Lipstick,  580  Parliament  St. 

□  Stargays.  Licensed  dance.  The  Concert 
Hall,  Yonge  and  Davenport,  9  pm-5  am. 
From  the  Gay  Community  Dance  Commit- 
tee, the  people  who  brought  you  the  hit 
dances  "Feverpitch!",  "Carnival  in  Rio," 
and  "The  Charleston."  Two  dance  floors: 
one  disco  with  laser  show  and  sci-fi  film 
clips,  one  rock /new  wave/women's  music. 
Proceeds  to  18  lesbian  and  gay  groups. 
Tickets  at  usual  outlets.  Guaranteed  to  get 
you  spaced  out! 


Sun/March  21 


[1  Lesbian  Potluck  Supper.  6  pm.  Info  on 

location:  368-0355. 

□  Mama  Quilla  II.  See  li^usic. 


Mon/March  22 


iRyerson  Lesbian  and  (iay  Men's  Group. 

Time  Out  Centre  in  Jorgensen  Hall,  2nd 
Floor,  6-7:30  pm.  Info:  593-4030.  Discussion 
topic:  promiscuity  vs  monogamy. 


Tues/March  23 


I  llnlegrity/Toronto.  Service  and  discussion, 
8  pm.  Holy  Trinity  Church,  Eaton  Cenirc. 


THURSDAYS 


I  'Canadian  (iay  Archives.  Open  for 
research  and  tours,  7-10  pm.  24  Duncan 
St.  fifth  floor.  Info:  977-6320. 
[   TAG  Coming  Out  (iroup.  Weekly 
meeting  in  a  private  home.  Supportive 
atmosphere  for  people  coming  to  terms 
with  their  sexuality.  8  pm.  Info: 
964-6600. 

Women  Against  Violence  Against 
Women.  519  C  hurch  St.  7:30  pni. 
March  4  and  18. 


□  TAG  Friday  Night  Group.  519  Church  St, 
8  pm.  Info:  964-6600.  See  Feb  26.  Topic: 
pedophilia. 

□  Gay  Fathers'  Support  Group.  Potluck 
supper  and  discussion.  Further  info: 
532-2333  or  %7-0430. 

□Gays  in  Health  Care.  Social  gathering. 
Call  Stephen  (920-1882)  or  Lorna  (929-5901) 
for  location. 

Sat/March  27 

^^  National  Lesbian 
Day  of  Action.  A  one- 
day  cultural  event  in 
Toronto,  Vancouver 
and  Montreal.  Work- 
shops; dinner  and  per- 
formance in  evening. 
More  info:  Gay  Bell  at 
466-3801. 
□  Out  and  Out. 
Shooting  the  rapids 
with  a  vengeance: 
Grand  Canyon  party, 
to  view  slides  of  the 
area  and  discuss  a  possible  outing  there  in 
fall  1982  or  spring  1983.  Starts  at  8  pm. 
Info:  466-2709. 

□  TBA.  The  notorious  modern  pop  quartet 
strikes  again,  now  with  girls,  guitars  and 
straight  guys.  A  must.  Lower  East  Side, 
Hotel  Isabella,  556  Sherbourne  St. 

Wed/March  31 

□  No-Name  Cafe.  519  Church  St.  8-10  pm. 
See  Feb  24. 


WEEKENDS 


Fridays 

□  Gays  at  U  of  T.  7:30  pm,  Interna- 
tional Student  Centre,  33  St  George  St. 

□  Lesbian/Bisexual  Women's  Group. 
Sponsored  by  U  of  T  Sex  Ed  Centre. 
7:30  pm.  International  Student  Centre, 
33  St  George  St. 


Saturdays 


□  Gay  Asians  of  Toronto.  519  Church 
St,  2  pm.  Feb  28,  March  13  and  27. 


Sundays 


□  Dignity/Toronto.  Worship  followed 
by  discussion  meeting.  Our  Lady  of 
Lourdes  Church,  Sherbourne  St,  4  pm. 
Info:  960-3997. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church. 
Regular  Sunday  services.  Singspiration 
at  7:10,  worship  at  7:30  and  fellowship 
following.  730  Bathurst  St. 

[  IConference  Organizing  Committee. 
Committee  to  plan  "Doing  It!  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Liberation  in  the  Eighties,"  to 
be  held  June  26  -  July  5.  Contact  Philip 
at  961-8046  for  time  and  location. 
March  7  and  21. 


Want  to  get  your  event  listed? 
Want  to  update  info  on  your 
group?  Send  all  information  to: 
Out  in  the  City,  The  Body  Politic. 
Box  7289,  station  A,  Toronto 
M5W  1X9.  Deadline  for  April's 
issue:  Wednesday,  March  10. 

For  more  up-to-date  info,  call 
923-GAYS  weekly 
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DARREILKENT 

REAL  ESTATE  LTD.  REALTOR 


484  f^pe  Ave.Joronto  Tel.  469-5317 

BUYING? 

SELLING? 

JUST  CRUISING? 

We  know  the  ins  and  outs 


Brad  Susan 

469-5319 


GRAND    OPENING 


THE  MAINSTACE  ...  A  new  nightclub 
at  the  vs  Restaurant 

presents 

MICHAEL 


from 
Bette  Davis 

to 
Mona  Lisa 


MARCH  9-28 


Showtimes:  Tues.  thru  Sat.  8:30  &  10:30  pm,  $6.50  and  $7.50 
Sunday  Showbrunch:  12:00  &  3:30  pm,  $13.00 

Pre-show  Dinner  Available,  Fully  Ucensed 

THE  MAINSTAGE 

King  and  Sherbourne  Streets 

RESERVATIONS:  365-9972 


MastefCard 


Pub  and  Restaurant 
107  Ontario  Street 
Stratford.  Canada 
271-1121 


the 


Jester 
Arms 


CEuciouS  Poop 
t>A<L 


books  for: 

lesbians 
gays 

feminists 
children 


librairie 

■  'androgyne 

3642  St.  lawrence  blvd. 
2nd  floor 
montreal  h2x  2v4 
tel:  (514)  842-4765 


□n^iOTOURS 


□□ 


Open  seven  days  a  week 

Monday  through  Saturday 
Noon  to  1  a.m. 

Sunday 
Brunch,  Noon  to  3:30  p.m. 
Dinner,  5  p.m.  to  9:45  p.m. 


562  Church  Street 

Toronto 

924-1972 

under  LLBO 


Continued  from  page  25 


Sports 


DCabbagetown  Group  Softball  League  (CGSL).  Box 

42,  Stn  L,  M6E  4Y4.  Watch  for  sign-up  nights  at 

the  Albany  Tavern  for  1982  summer  season  Fitness 

and  Softball  clinics  during  March.  Games  starting 

mid-April 

njudy  Garland  Memorial  Bowling  League.  Info 

bulletin  boards  in  Buddy's,  18  East,  Dudes,  The 

Barn  or  Boots. 

DGut  and  Out  Club,  c/o  Drawer  C322,  The  Body 

Politic,  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X9.  466-2709. 

Outdoor  activities  for  gay  people.  Include  phone 

number  with  enquiry. 

New  this  issue: 

DRiverdale  Volleyball  League.  Sept-April  season 
Info  at  Dudes,  Buddy's,  Albany  Tavern  and  18  East, 

Publications/information 

DAction!  Irregular  publication  of  Right  to  Privacy 
Committee,  730  Bathurst  St,  M5S  2R4.  924-4523. 
DThe  Body  Politic.  Box  7289,  Stn  A.  M5W  1X9. 
977-6320.  Monthly. 

DCanadian  Gay  Archives.  Box  639.  Stn  A, 
M5W  1G2.  977-6320. 

DGay  Community  Calendar.  Call  923-GAYS.  Twen- 
ty-four-hour recorded  message  of  weekly  events  in 
Toronto's  gay  community.  To  get  information  listed 
call  656-0372  between  7-10  pm  Mondays. 
DGlBdOay  Bookstore.  648A  Yonge  St,  2nd  floor, 
M5Y  2A6.  961-4161.  Hours:  Mon-Wed,  10am- 
6  pm;  Thur-Fri,  10  am-10  pm;  Sat,  10  am-6  pm. 
Dlntegrity/Toronto  Newsletter.  Box  873.  Stn  F. 
M4Y  2N9.  487-7406,  Bimonthly  publication  of  gay 
Anglican  movement. 

DRag  Magazine.  Box  15.  Adelaide  St  Stn, 
M5C  2H8.  Monthly. 

Women's  resources 

The  following  is  a  select  list  of  women's  services  in 
Toronto  of  particular  interest  to  lesbians. 
DBroadside.  Box  494,  Stn  P,  M5S  2T1 . 
598-3513.  Monthly  feminist  newspaper.  Substan- 
tial contributions  by  lesbians. 
DFireweed.  Box  279,  Stn  B,  M5T  2W2.  922-3455. 
Feminist  quarterly  of  politics  and  the  arts.  Special 
lesbian  theme  issue  to  be  published  in  June. 
DHassle-Free  Clinic  —  Women.  556  Church  St, 
second  floor,  M4Y  2E3.  922-0566.  Free  medical 
clinic.  Birth  control  and  gynecological  info.  VD  and 
pregnancy  testing,  abortion  counselling  and  refer- 
rals. Hours:  Mon,  Wed,  Fri,  10  am-3  pm;  Tues, 
Thur,  4  pm-9  pm.  Call  ahead. 
Dlnternational  Women's  Day  Committee.  Box  70, 
Stn  F,  M4Y  2L4.  789-4541 .  Independent  socialist 
feminist  organization  with  many  lesbian  members 
DMacphail  House.  389  Church  St,  M5B  2A1 , 
977-1037.  Long-term  YWCA  residence  for  women 
16-25.  Shared  co-op  apartments. 
DNellie's  Hostel  for  Women.  275A  Broadview  Ave, 
M4M  2G8.  461-1084.  Temporary  hostel  for  women 
16  and  over,  including  mothers  with  children. 
aRape  Crisis  Centre.  Box  6597,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X4 
Crisis  line:  964-8080.  Business  line:  964-7477, 
Counselling  and  info.  Self-defence  courses. 
DTImes  Cliange  Women's  Employment  Centre. 
932  Bathurst  St,  M5R  3G5,  534-1 161 .  Employ- 
ment counselling,  job  search  and  career  planning 
workshops. 

DToronto  Women's  Bookstore.  85  Harbord  St. 
M5S  1G4.  922-8744.  Hours:  Mon-Sat,  10:30  am- 
6  pm, 

DWomen  Against  Violence  Against  Women 
(WAVAW).  Box  174,  Stn  D,  M6P  3J8,  536-5666. 
Committed  to  action  from  a  feminist  perspective 
against  various  aspects  of  violence  against  women. 
nWomen  for  SurvivaL  427  Bloor  St  W,  M5S  1X7. 
Group  concerned  about  nuclear  proliferation  and 
ecology. 

DWomen  in  Trades,  c/o  Times  Change,  932 
Bathurst  St,  M5R  3G5.  534-1161. 
I  IWomen's  Counselling,  Referral  and  Education 
Centre  (WCREC).  348  College  St.  M5T  1S4 
924-0766.  Therapy,  counselling,  referrals  and  info. 
□Women's  Resource  Centre,  OISE.  252  Bloor  St 
W,  M5S  1V6,  923-6641,  Ext  244.  Books,  periodi- 
cals, audio  &  video  tapes  for  feminist  research. 
r  IWomynly  Way  Productions.  427  Bloor  St  W. 
M5S  1X7.  925-6568  Company  bringing  concerts, 
dance  and  theatrical  performances  to  city. 

New  this  issue: 

i  I  Jessie's  Centre  for  Teenage  Women.  154 

Bathurst  St,  M5V  2R3.  365-1888  Multi-service 
agency  for  teenage  women  Lesbian-positive 
I  iStop  86.  86  Madison  Ave.  M5R  284. 
922-3271 .  Crisis  housing  and  social  service  cen- 
tre for  women  under  25. 
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John  Allec  spends  a  night  on  the  town  with  seven  Sisters 
who've  discovered  some  highly  unorthodox  ways  to  get  their  message  across 

NO  MORE 

Gumr! 

A  tour  of  the  territory  of  Perpetual  Indulgence 


The  mysterious  call  had  been 
short  and  simple:  "Seven 
o'clock,  Friday  night,  519 
Church  Street  Community 
Centre."  After  days  of  letting 
it  be  known  through  labyrinthine  chan- 
nels and  elaborate  connections  that  I 
wanted  to  meet  them  face  to  face,  I  had 
finally  been  granted  an  audience  with 
the  Sisters  of  Perpetual  Indulgence. 

So,  like  a  good  little  cub  reporter  on 
his  first  big  story,  I  had  come  prepared, 
camera  and  tape  recorder  hidden  away 
beneath  my  parka  but  at  the  ready.  Like 
fairies  (in  more  ways  than  one),  the  Sis- 
ters are  difficult  to  find  and  even  harder 
to  hold  onto.  A  guerrilla  order  of  gay 
male  nuns,  they  Uke  to  keep  their  mani- 
festations both  sporadic  and  a  surprise, 
appearing  only  where  and  when  their 
blessings  will  have  the  best  effect. 

Few  can  forget  their  first  encounter 
with  the  Sisters  —  even  if  they  would 


like  to.  For  many  people  in  Toronto, 
that  encounter  occurred  last  June  28  in 
Grange  Park,  where  the  just-organized 
order  made  its  debut  at  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Pride  Day  picnic.  What  had  been  a 
pleasant  enough  event  became  a  celebra- 
tion only  when  those  turning  to  the 
commotion  at  the  far  end  of  the  park 
discovered  —  materiahzing  out  of  no- 
where —  an  outrageous  group  of  men 
wearing  flowing  black  robes  and  white 
wimples.  With  their  tambourines,  run- 
ning shoes,  sunglasses,  transistor  radios 
and  cancan  routines,  the  Sisters  were 
the  spark  the  event  needed.  Their  spirit 
energized  the  parade  to  Yonge  Street. 

But  one  never  does  get  entirely  used 
to  them.  The  sudden  entrance  into  the 
519  of  the  half-dozen  men  wearing  the 
winter  version  of  their  habits  sends  a 
shiver  of  excitement  through  the  lobby 
—  and  it  doesn't  leave  me  unaffected. 

"The  Sisters!"  squeals  the  reception- 
ist, rushing  over  to  take  in  the  latest  cor- 
nice extravaganza  of  Sister  Atrociata 
von  Tasteless  and  the  current  make-up 


1> 


job  (green  eye-shadow  and  sparkles)  of 
Sister  Opiate  of  the  Masses  (Opiata,  for 
short).  Reaction  to  the  Sisters  seems 
almost  invariably  polarized  between 
delight  and  disgust,  and  as  we  prepare 
to  leave  the  Centre,  we  experience  the 
second  as  well:  "Damn  stupid,  if  you 
ask  me,"  shouts  a  white-haired  gentle- 
man whose  sleep  in  one  of  the  lobby 
chairs  has  been  interrupted  by  the 
commotion. 

The  collective  feathers  are  only  tem- 
p)orarily  ruffled.  "Well,  you  are  entitled 
to  an  opinion,"  rephes  an  exiting  nun. 
"No  matter  how  abysmal  it  might  be." 
• 

Relieved  to  discover  I  will  not  be  ex- 
pected to  don  a  blindfold  on  this  out- 
ing, I  am  informed  that  I  will  be  witnes- 
sing an  evening  of  the  Sisters'  mission- 
ary work  as  they  go  about  attending  to 
the  spiritual  needs  of  their  (usually  will- 
ing) community. 

I  am  sent  ahead  to  the  first  of  our 


Bawdlerized:  Sisters  Atrociata, 
Opiata,  Florida  Naranja  and 
Appassionata  lead  revellers 
in  a  few  dirty  ditties 


d 


stops:  the  Hassle  Free  VD  clinic.  It's 
somewhat  less  than  SRO  tonight,  with 
more  staff  than  clients,  but  the  Sisters 
scurry  in  undaunted,  acknowledging  the 
giggly  applause,  and  bless  the  clinic  for 
letting  people  know  that  having  VD  is 
nothing  to  be  ashamed  about. 

"But  on  to  more  crucial  matters  — 
your  disrupted  cruising  schedules,"  ex- 
plains Sister  Robbed  at  Birth.  "Taking 
our  cue  from  Henry  Greengrocer,  we 
present  to  you;  Perpetually  Indulgent 
Rainchecks!" 

"Now,"  adds  a  fellow  nun,  distrib- 
uting the  small  white  leaflets,  "you  can 
frequent  your  favourite  spots  even  when 
you're  less  than  the  picture  of  health, 
and  flirt  without  feeling  like  a  leper." 
And  in  a  Mae  West  voice:  "Just  lay  one 
of  these  redeemable  coupons  on  the  ob- 
ject of  your  righteous  lust,  and  dream 
—  umph!  —  of  redemption!" 

And  with  a  final  flourish  —  "No 
More  Guilt!"  —  we  are  back  on  the 
street  and  into  a  favourite  ghetto 
restaurant,  appetites  sharpened  with  the 
successful  completion  of  our  first 
mission. 

Nuns.  Like  probably  every 
Catholic  child,  I  grew  up 
both  terrified  of  and  fascin- 
ated by  them.  Once  a  year, 
at  Hallowe'en,  my  friends 
and  I  would  be  let  into  the  local  convent 
to  receive  treats,  and  I  would  crane  my 
neck  hoping  to  see  more  of  the  mysteri- 
ous house  and  its  occupants.  The  nuns 
were  some  of  the  most  powerful  women 
in  town  and  —  ironically,  considering 
their  religion  —  the  closest  thing  to  inde- 
pendent women  in  the  community,  hav- 
ing willingly  given  up  marriage  and  chil- 
dren (although  that  sacrifice  now  strikes 
me  as  less  supreme  than  it  used  to). 

Somewhere  in  the  catechism  of  all 
nuns,  I  believe,  is  a  clause  specifying  a 
duty  to  give  joy  to  those  around  them. 
But  I've  seen  no  order  succeed  so  direct- 
ly and  so  immediately  as  the  Order  of 
Perpetual  Indulgence.  In  December, 
they  scheduled  a  skating  party  at  the 
popular  rink  in  front  of  Toronto's  city 
hall  to  celebrate  the  coming  of  the 
winter  solstice.  The  joy  with  which  most 
of  the  people  greeted  them  (a  couple  of 
suspicious  collisions  aside)  startled  even 
the  nuns,  who  spent  the  afternoon  sing- 
ing slightly  bawdlerized  carols  and 
gliding  serenely  through  the  crowds  with 
delighted  children  in  tow.  Had  they 
stooped  to  handing  out  candy  canes  and 
comics,  Santa  would  have  had  some 
pretty  serious  competition  this  year. 

The  first  group  of  men  who  hit  upon 
the  idea  of  "getting  into  the  habit"  sur- 
faced in  San  Francisco  four  years  ago. 
Although  communication  with  the 
American  group  has  been  spotty,  Tor- 
onto's order  sees  the  San  Francisco 
group  as  its  unofficial  mother  house. 

The  high  point  in  the  American 
order's  career  came  one  evening  in 
August  1980,  when  busloads  of  religious 
fundamentalists  invaded  Castro  Street, 
the  heart  of  New  Sodom,  to  try  to  per- 
suade the  men  cruising  the  street  to 
exchange  salivation  (as  it  were)  for  sal- 
vation. As  they  got  off  their  buses, 
however,  the  Christians  were  greeted  by 
a  dozen  hirsute  nuns  and  were  invited  to 
partake  of  very  loud  disco  music  and 
gay  rights  chants.  The  Sisters  soon  won 
the  battle  (no  matter  whose  side  God 
was  on). 

Their  motto  is  "Get  Rid  of  the 
Guilt!"  They  see  their  central  task  as 
encouraging  people  to  "yield  to  tempta- 
tion" and  replace  with  joy  the  stigma  of 
sin  and  guilt  about  sexual  and  other 
pleasures,  a  stigma  inherited  from  cen- 
turies of  Christianity.  Their  mission  is 


At  a  gay  leather 

bar,  one  irritated  co-patron 

called  the  Sisters  "faggots. " 

This,  as  one  nun  put  it,  "has 

all  sorts  of  dizzying 

implications,  if  you  thinl< 

about  it." 

not  limited  to  gay  people:  they  are  con- 
cerned about  anyone  who  has  ever  sup- 
pressed perfectly  healthy  desires  and 
needs  because  of  direct  or  subtle  pres- 
sure from  others.  Or,  having  succumbed 
to  desire,  experienced  guilt,  for  a 
moment  or  for  a  lifetime. 

Also  of  great  concern  to  the  Sisters  is 
the  present  epoch's  rigid  distinction  be- 
tween "male"  and  "female,"  and  the 
consequent  pressure  to  conform  to  arti- 
ficial gender  roles.  They  see  organized 
religion  as  the  major  perpetrator  of  sex- 
ism; their  parody  of  religion  is  a  re- 
minder of  the  inconsistencies  in  Chris- 
tian ethics  concerning  women  and  sex- 
ual minorities. 

A  strong  element  of  Radical  Faerie- 
ness  and  paganism  exists  in  some  of  the 
members  of  the  order,  and  for  inspir- 
ation the  Sisters  often  look  to  those  pre- 
Christian  societies  that  were  far  more 
sex-positive  and  less  hierarchical  than 
our  own.  Hence  the  observation  of  the 
solstice  rather  than  Christmas  —  which, 
you  will  recall,  was  craftily  imposed,  by 
Rome,  to  replace  the  traditionally  orgi- 
astic celebration  of  the  solstice  in  the 
first  place. 

"I  think  it's  important  to  offer 
people  alternatives,"  Sister  Appassion- 
ata  della  Bawdy  House  tells  me  over  the 
soupe  dujour,  "for  the  irrational  side  in 
all  of  us,  new  symbols  and  new  'myths' 
that  are  perhaps  more  alive  and  more 
relevant  to  our  experience  than  myths 
like  Christmas." 

That  they  have  managed  to  be  especi- 
ally entertaining  in  the  way  they  go 
about  teaching  their  tenets  indicates,  I 
think,  a  canny  sense  of  what  their  com- 
munity needs  at  the  moment.  And,  as 
one  Sister  says:  "Even  those  people  who 
don't  get  the  entire  message  will  at  least 
get  the  benefit  of  the  fun." 

Toronto's  order,  apparently  the  only 


one  in  Canada  so  far,  was  organized  in 
the  spring  of  1981.  The  design  for  the 
habits  was  loosely  based  on  information 
culled  from  the  "Nuns"  file  at  the 
Metropolitan  Toronto  Library.  For 
reasons  of  comfort,  adaptability  or  just 
plain  fashion,  the  outfits  have 
undergone  constant  modification  since: 
"Sister  Intelligentsia  was  cloistered 
away  for  months  developing  the  Guer- 
rilla Cornice  —  so  called  because  it  can 
be  applied  by  one  nun  in  a  matter  of 
minutes." 

There  are  presently  seven  nuns  in  the 
order,  and  all  were  present  save  Sister 
Florida  Naranja  (that's  Spanish  for 
orange),  who  was  engaged  in  secular 
duties:  making  a  living.  "With  us  in 
spirit,"  having  left  the  order  for  various 
reasons,  are  Sister  Hair  Apparent,  Sister 
Perpetually  Purietic  Prostate  and  Sister 
Exposia. 

Gay  religious  organizations  generally 
seem  to  react  to  the  Sisters  with  be- 
mused tolerance.  Last  year,  members  of 
Dignity,  the  gay  Catholics'  group,  in- 
vited the  order  to  attend  a  meeting.  The 
Sisters  didn't  feel  ready  for  the 
challenge  at  that  time,  but  the  invitation 
did  suggest  a  certain  amount  of  good 
will  (or  at  least  curiosity).  Anti-gay 
groups,  like  the  fundamentalist  Positive 
Parents  ("PP"  for  short)  are,  of 
course,  delighted  to  be  able  to  point  to 
what  they  see  as  obvious  evidence  of  the 
depravity  of  gay  people. 

The  secular  identities  of  the  Sisters 
are  known  only  to  a  few  select  con- 
federates, but  most  of  them  are  widely 
rumoured  to  have  had  eminent  careers 
in  quite  ordinary  gay  organizations 
before  having  heard  the  call  to  Sister- 
hood. (And  Vm  positive  one  of  them 
works  behind  the  cash  register  at  a 
bawdyhouse  I  frequent.)  I  asked,  over 
the  Poulet  a  la  Kiev,  whether  they  think 
the  traditional  techniques  of  gay  activ- 
ism have  outlived  their  effectiveness. 

"The  sameness  of  approach  by  libera- 
tionists  has  inculcated  a  rather  apathetic 
outlook  in  a  lot  of  people,"  Sister 
Atrociata  comments.  "Organizations 
have  to  start  attempting  new  ways  of 
addressing  the  issues. 

"The  idea  of  theatre  as  a  method  of 
communication  is  extremely  effective. 
We  probably  give  the  gay  movement, 
which  has  hardly  been  known  for  hav- 
ing a  sense  of  humour,  a  broader  and 
more  human  image.  Remember  what 
Mary  Poppins  said:  'In  every  job  that 
must  be  done  there  is  an  element  of 
fun.'  "  (Here  the  rest  of  the  order 
chimes  in,  right  on  cue,  with  a  chorus  of 
"A  Spoonful  of  Sugar  Helps  the  Medi- 
cine Go  Down.") 

They  are  extremely  conscious  of  the 
way  the  public  sees  them,  and  every 
manifestation  is  given  a  great  deal  of 
thought  and  preparation.  On  occasion 
they  have  drawn  criticism  from  their 
colleagues  in  the  gay  movement  for 
crowding  everyone  else  out  of  the  lime- 
light. To  their  own  consternation,  for 
example,  they  were  the  only  participants 
noted  by  the  local  media  at  the  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Pride  Day  festivities. 

"But  straight  people  are  intensely 
curious  about  who  we  are,  and  get  very 
excited  when  they  find  out  we're  gay," 
Sister  Appassionata  tells  me.  "They 
want  to  know  about  the  bath  raids  and 
why  they're  hearing  so  much  about  the 
gay  community  these  days.  Somehow,  if 
we're  able  to  break  the  ice  with  people 
like  that,  we  don't  think  the  sight  of 
us  in  public  is  detrimental  to  the 
movement." 

• 

"I  can't  stand  this  —  are  you  a 
theatre  group,  or  what?" 

The  spunky  woman,  later  identified 


as  "Trish,"  was  the  only  person  in  the 
packed  restaurant  to  approach  our  table 
to  satisfy  her  curiosity.  I  tried  to  be 
inconspicuous,  hoping  Trish  wouldn't 
think  I  was  a  nun  groupie. 

"You  can't  be  serious  —  I  saw  work 
boots  on  one  of  you.  You're  talking  to  a 
guUiblegirl  here." 

"Woman!"  came  the  almost  automa- 
tic chorus. 

"This  is,  like,  for  real?" 

"Your  eyes  do  not  deceive  you,  my 
dear  —  a  blessing  on  your  head,  Mazel 
Tov,  Mazel  Tov...." 

"I  really  like  that,"  Trish  says  point- 
ing to  a  religious  accessory  Sister 
Appassionata  is  wearing. 

"Why,  thank  you.  The  children  in  my 
mission  in  Taiwan  made  it  for  me." 

"So  you  have  a  convent  and  every- 
thing?" 

"We're  saving  for  a  Winnebago." 

After  Trish  has  been  given  a  "You 
Deserve  a  Fuck"  button  and  indulgence 
cards  for  her  and  her  friends  to  read 
over  dessert,  I  asked  whether  this  was 
typical  of  the  responses  the  Sisters 
inspired. 

"Yes.  It's  about  six  love  to  every  one 
hate,"  Sister  Rosa  Relentless  tells  me. 
"We  just  had  a  bus  driver  tell  us  we 
were  going  to  go  straight  to  hell." 

"And  could  not  pass  go,"  interrupts 
Sister  Opiata. 

"Now  and  then  there's  indifference, 
when  people  are  just  so  dead  they  don't 
react  to  anything." 

"When  we  first  appeared,"  Sister 
Rosa  continues,  "people  were  asking  us 
to  make  appearances  at  their  cocktail 
parties  and  things,  but  that  kind  of 
thing  is  very  opposed  to  what  we  feel  we 
are.  We  didn't  appear  on  Hallowe'en 
because  we  didn't  want  people  to  see  us 
as  'the  girls'  in  costume,  out  to  make 
fun  of  women." 

Some  people  never  do  pick  up  on  the 
fact  that  the  wearing  of  women's  cloth- 
ing by  the  Sisters  is  quite  distinct  in  pur- 
pose from  the  putting  on  of  dresses  by 
straight  men  at  parties  or  on  stage  to  get 
a  few  laughs. 

By  that  I  mean  those  dire  straights 
who  think  the  Sisters  are  just  this 
generation's  Milton  Berles  and  Flip 
Wilsons.  But  one  might  just  as  well  be 
speaking  of  the  reaction  of  the  "offi- 
cial" lesbian  community,  which  has 
been  predictably  negative:  they  see  the 
Sisters  as  making  fun  at  the  expense  of 
women.  The  organizers  of  Toronto's 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day  picnic  saw 
the  order's  participation  as  potentially 
endangering  the  fragile  links  between 
gay  male  and  lesbian  feminist  groups, 
links  that  had  been  strengthened  since 
the  bath  raids  in  February.  "Gender- 
fucking"  —  men  putting  on  "wom- 
en's" clothing  and  make-up  but  not 
disguising  their  gender,  in  order  to  force 
people  to  rethink  their  concepts  of  sex 
roles  —  has  been  a  controversial  idea 
since  the  beginning  of  the  gay  move- 
ment. The  Sisters  claim  to  have  been 
successful  in  convincing  individual  les- 
bian feminists  of  their  good  will  and 
overlapping  concerns,  but  it  seems  clear 
that  the  concept  is  still  a  thorny  one  for 
them. 

We  are  back  on  the 
street.  Church  Street 
is  about  as  close  to  a 
gay  thoroughfare  as 
you  get  in  Toronto. 
But  strolling  arm  m  arm  with  this  group 
of  discernably  gay  men,  1  start  wishing  I 
hadn't  put  off  taking  that  self-defence 
course  for  so  long.  A  press  card  would 
probably  not  impress  a  gang  of  queer- 
bashers.  Perhaps  as  a  kind  of  charm 
against  danger,  the  Sisters  sing  one  of 
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their  favourite  chants,  "Starched  White 
Bibs"  ("Across  your  pecs  they  feel  so 
nice /They  make  clean-up  easier  after 
vice"). 

Although  our  ears  are  mildly  abused 
on  the  way,  vye  arrive  intact  at  our  next 
stop:  a  fund-raising  evening  for  the  Gay 
Community  Appeal,  where  the  Sisters 
present  a  wad  of  bills  stuffed  into  what 
appears  to  be  a  rubber  dildo.  (GCA's 
Harvey  Hamburg:  "I've  never  held  one 
of  these  before!") 

As  if  all  this  hasn't  been  enough  to 
tax  the  dedication  of  even  the  most 
•zealous  nun  (or  reporter),  we  have  one 
finjil  mission  to  perform,  one  that  will 
probably  be  the  most  challenging  of  all: 
a  visit  to  a  gay  bar. 

We  climb  into  a  taxi  and  observe  the 
true  Canadian  tact  of  the  taxi  driver, 
who  doesn't  seem  to  notice  anything 
unusual  (though  he  does  occasionally 
glance  at  the  earful  of  yelling  teenagers 
accompanying  us  in  the  left  lane. 
• 

Baseball  diamonds  in  the  rough, 

Nellie  queens  who  talk  so  tough. 

Humpy  shoulders,  bulging  pecs. 

Got  no  time  for  S-E-X! 

That  cheer  was  just  one  of  those 
heard  at  the  Gay  Softball  World  Series 
held  in  Toronto  last  summer.  Sensing, 
perhaps,  that  the  macho  proceedings 
could  use  a  touch  of  gaiety,  the  Sisters 
took  pom-poms  and  parasols  in  hand 
and  paraded  to  the  ballfield. 

The  order  particularly  feels  that  it  has 
a  special  mission  to  investigate  the  com- 
plex concept  of  "masculinity."  During 
one  of  their  first  expeditions,  they 
stopped  for  a  mid-day  repast  at  a  hang- 
out for  gay  leather  enthusiasts.  One  of 
their  co-patrons  —  also  outfitted  in  a 
black  costume,  though  of  a  different  cut 
and  material  than  the  Sisters'  —  was  ir- 
ritated by  their  presence  and  called  them 
"faggots." 

This,  as  one  nun  puts  it,  "has  all  sorts 
of  dizzying  implications  if  you  think 
about  it." 

To  their  credit,  the  Sisters  did  not  re- 
ply with  "It  takes  one  to  know  one." 

"For  a  long  time  in  the  late  70s,  gay 
men  who  had  come  out  adopted  the 
macho  style  as  a  kind  of  badge  of  their 
new  power  and  a  symbol  of  their  re- 
claimed masculinity,"  comments  Sister 
Appassionata.  "They  rejected  the  nelly 
and  sissy  which  is  a  part  of  all  of  us. 
Some,  though  by  no  means  all,  of  the 
leather  crowd  seem  to  be  afraid  of 
effeminacy  or  anything  soft  and  delicate 
in  the  male  sex,  and  we  find  that  atti- 
tude as  theologically  repugnant  in  gays 
as  in  straights." 

"Basically,"  adds  Sister  Opiata,  smi- 
ling to  the  taxi  driver  as  we  arrive  at  our 
destination  and  tumble  out,  "we  want 
to  act  as  a  caution  against  the  rising  tide 
of  assimilation  in  the  gay  movement, 
especially  as  it  becomes  more  and  more 
legitimate  and  mainstream  within  North 
American  society." 

I  interject  here,  as  I  understand  wri- 


ters can  do,  and  say  that  something  like 
the  Lacoste  T-Shirt  phenomenon  seems 
a  much  more  dangerous  symbol  of  our 
conformity  —  and,  after  all,  aren't  men 
in  leather  and  chains  properly  indulging 
their  fantasies,  in  keeping  with  the  basic 
precepts  of  the  order? 

"Well,"  explains  Sister  Appas- 
sionata, "we're  not  about  to  quibble 
over  how  many  leathermen  can  disco  on 
the  head  of  a  pin....  They  have  every 
right,  every  duty,  to  pursue  their  desired 
form  of  sexual  expression.  But  a  little 
more  tolerance  might  sometimes  be 
called  for." 

• 

Entering  a  gay  bar  in  the  company  of 
men  in  nuns'  habits  is  possibly  the  only 


way  you  can  be  sure  of  catching  every- 
body's attention.  We  don't  have  to 
squeeze  our  way  through  solid  walls  of 
plaid  shirts  and  burning  cigarettes:  a 
path  clears  for  us  as  we  head  for  the 
dance  floor. 

I  discover  that  Randy,  a  housemate 
of  mine,  is  here.  When  I'd  told  him 
earlier  that  I  would  be  spending  the 
evening  with  them,  he'd  dismissed  the 
Sisters  as  "silly."  But  he  soon  gets  into 
the  spirit  of  things,  as  do  the  others  on 
the  dance  fioor,  and  we  are  all  dancing 
together  in  the  frenzied  ritual  of  disco 
music,  strobe  lights  and  little  brown 
vials.  At  one  point  Randy  even  boosts 
the  Sister  facing  him  up  onto  his 
shoulders,  although  in  attempting  this 


his  head  gets  caught  under  the  robes. 

Randy  and  I  last  only  an  hour  (and 
I've  used  up  my  last  cassette),  so  we 
must  at  this  point  regretfully  part  ways 
with  the  tireless  Sisters,  who  no  doubt 
want  to  get  in  a  few  more  indulgences 
before  the  evening  is  over. 

As  we  leave,  two  Sisters  are  speaking 
to  a  young  man  playing  a  video  game 
called  "Space  Invaders,"  no  doubt  con- 
sulting him  on  the  finer  points  of  the 
game. 

Or  are  they  perhaps  Spreading  the 
Good  Word? 

If  so,  a  blessing  on  their  cornices. 
And  never  mind  that  they  might,  at  that 
moment,  interpret  the  Good  Word  as 
"cheeks.  "D 


Breaking  the  ice:  Sisters  Appassionata  and  Robbed  at  Birtti  witti  eager  children  In  tow  at  a  Decennber  skating  party  at  Toronto  city  tiall. 
Below,  left  to  rlgtit:  Sister  Intelligentsia  offers  a  raincheck  for  the  randy:  Rosa  Relentless  proffers  a  bit  of  gam:  Opiata  gives  a  shriek 


Perpetually  Indulgent  Raincheck 

I  think  youre  terribly  desireable.  but  my  goodies  are  off-limits  temporarily,  H^^^;;^;;' ^^ 
were  recently  blessed  by  a  Sister  of  Perpetual  Indulgence,  (possessed  of  amaz.ng  aphrod,s>ac 
x.x     powers)  and  1  would  love  to  explore  erotic  poss.b.lities  with  you  somet.me  soon. 

This  coupon  entitles  the  bearer  to: 

,  ^   ,        K[      ^K  n     an  all-night  marathon 

[_]     a  fabulous  blowjob  ^  =» 

D     prolonged  titwork  E: 

D     a  bambisexual  cuddlefest  D 

D     a  scrumptious  scat  scene  ^ 

D     a  uvular  massage  ^ 

n     home  movies  ^ 

popcorn 


a  fuck  you  won't  forget 

breakfast  at  Fran's 

a  stolen  kiss 

heavy  petting 

heavy  B/D,  S/M,  W/S.  A&P 

other: 


MAME 


CERTIFICATION:  Lips,  tits,  dick  and 
tusche  blessed  by; 

5^x, ■  (^nfiriL  RgWroto  ^^  PHONE 
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fK  Story  by  Heidi  Laudon 


InPlainWords 


"Now,  as  I  sweep  it  clean, 
I  realise  that  love  is  an  arranging. " 

—  Thorn  Gunn,  "Thoughts  on  Unpacking"  — 


*:*rm, 


W^] 


t-f*^ 


^  fe 


I  can't  write  this  the  way  I  talk.  It  has  to  be  special;  people  have  to  listen.  I  have 
ideas  about  love.  The  love  I've  never  read  about,  nor  seen  on  television. 
For  me,  love  is  associated  with  my  mother  kissing  my  dad  as  he  came  in  from 
work.  Every  day  at  six-fifteen.  She  would  have  three  pots  on  the  stove.  He  would 
put  his  lunchbox  on  the  table  and  she  would  take  out  the  thermos  and  waxed 
paper.  That  seemed  to  be  a  part  of  their  love. 

I  accepted  it  then.  As  I  grew  older,  1  doubted  it.  Now  I  understand  it. 

There  were  contradictions.  Late  at  night  I  would  lie  in  bed  and  hear  them  down- 
stairs. He  would  yell,  "Damn  you,  fucking  whore,  you."  Tears.  Accusations.  Her 
futile  defences.  His  contempt.  I  would  lie  tensely  and  Usten.  Usually  I  would  cry.  Some- 
times I  wore  an  expression  of  contempt.  In  the  dark,  under  the  covers. 

In  the  morning  she  would  be  up^early  to  make  his  breakfast  and  pack  his  lunch .  They 
would  kiss  at  the  door.  "'Bye  dear.  Be  careful.  Don't  work  too  hard."  When  he  was 
angry  he  would  give  her  his  cheek  to  kiss.  He  would  take  the  lunch  box.  She  would  close 
the  door.  It  was  in  that  moment  that  I  wanted  to  know  her.  As  she  closed  the  door  and 
trod  back  to  the  kitchen  in  her  housecoat,  wearing  no  glasses. 

She  would  say  often,  "I  love  him,"  "I  love  your  father." 

When  my  sister  began  to  date  and  break  up  I  learned  more  about  love.  Mom  would 
say,  "Don't  get  too  serious."  She  would  say  my  sister's  love  was  not  real  love. 

I  didn't  date.  Mom  would  tell  me  that  soon  I  would  find  the  "right  man."  That  I 
would  "fall  in  love"  and  be  "swept  off  my  feet."  That. ...  She  would  go  to  the  door  and 
kiss  my  dad  and  take  his  lunchbox. 

Sometime,  when  she'd  talk  of  my  future,  she  would  give  herself  away.  Maybe  she 
didn't  realize  it.  Then  I  thought  there  was  more  to  her  than  just  the  woman  in  the 
housecoat  under  the  hairdryer.  She  would  tell  me  not  to  settle  down  too  early.  I  should 
travel  first.  Once  you're  married  there's  a  family,  obligations.  She'd  tell  me  I  should  see 
things  first  and  not  marry  the  first  one  that  comes  along.  Then  she  would  see  that  it  was 
a  quarter  to  six.  She^iad  to  take  her  curlers  out.  Put  the  potatoes  on. 

Years  of  the  same  passed.  My  sister  dated  many.  I  dated  none.  Mom  talked  to  me 
more  and  more.  In  my  mind,  gaps  were  filled  in.  I  could  understand  their  love.  Why 
they  clung  to  it.  Defended  the  word  as  theirs. 
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When  my  mother-was  twenty-two,  she  lived  at  home.  She  worked  as  an  operator  for 
Bell  telephone.  The  women  on  her  shift  were  gradually  becoming  engaged,  showing  off 
their  diamond  rings.  She  would  finish  her  shift  and  go  home.  Her  mother  waited  up  for 
her.  She  almost  moved  out.  Once.  Her  mother  cried  and  pleaded  that  she  not  go.  She 
stayed. 

Then  she  met  my  dad.  He  was  thirty-one  at  the  time.  He'd  had  enough  of  the  world. 
Enough  war,  enough  parties.  He  wanted  children.  He  couldn't  cook  and  didn't  wash 
his  shirts.  She  started  spending  a  lot  of  time  at  his  place.  When  she  went  home  her 
mother  yelled  at  her.  She  would  cook  his  dinner  and  dust  his  furniture. 

They  needed  each  other.  Practically.  They  didn't  offend  each  other.  He  gave  her  a 
gold  band  with  a  diamond.  He'd  got  it  cheap  from  a  guy  at  work,  he  told  her.  The  girls 
on  her  shift  admired  it.  When  she  showed  it  at  home  her  mother  turned  her  back. 

Mom  got  pregnant.  The  wedding  date  was  moved  back  two  months.  She  wore  white. 
He  smiled.  They  said  their  vows.  They  said  love. 


I  think  they  love  each  other  best  when  she  closes  the  door  and  walks  to  the  kitchen  with 
her  housecoat  on  and  no  glasses.  When  he  walks  to  the  car  in  patched  overalls.  With  the 
door  between  them,  they  have  only  the  idea  of  each  other.  I  guess  that  is  their  love.D 

This  story  first  appeared  in  The  Antigonish  Review,  Number  46,  Summer  1981.  tllusiration:  Erick  Querci 
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Born  into  monied  gentility,  she  never  had,  as  we 
say,  to  work  for  a  living.  As  a  child,  she  rubbed 
elbows  at  the  White  House.  As  an  adult,  she 
moved  easily  among  literary  and  musical  lights 
such  as  Mary  McCarthy,  Marianne  Moore  and 
Sylvia  Marlowe.  She  is  certain  that  Edmund  Wilson,  the 
powerful  American  novelist  and  critic,  was  in  love  with  her. 
(She  rejected  him.)  Of  her  relationships,  the  most  intense  were 
with  writers  Barbara  Deming  and  Marie-Claire  Blais;  for  six 
years  they  made  up  a  remarkable,  difficult  triangle.  A  painter, 
she  has  studied  under  Hans  Hoffman.  She  has  lived  on  Cape 
Cod,  in  France  and  now  in  Quebec;  was  initiated  into  sex  by  a 
sister  WAVE  while  in  the  US  Navy;  loves  wild  birds;  writes. 

Who,  in  opening  Mary  Meigs's  autobiography,  could  help 
thinking  of  Gertrude  Stein?  Even  in  her  title,  donning  the 
mask  of  Lily  Briscoe,  the  spinster  painter  from  Virginia 
Woolf's  To  the  Lighthouse,  she  evokes  Stein's  title  ploy  in 
The  Autobiography  of  Alice  B  Toklas.  A  Steinian  heritage 
seems  so  inevitable  that  you  quite  properly  expect  gossip  to 
match  the  famous  names;  sparkhng,  well-timed  anecdotes; 
downplayed  dykedom. 

Reader,  be  warned:  you  won't  get  any  of  them.  Meigs  is  to 
Stein  as  Simone  Weil  is  to  Lily  Tomlin.  This  "is  not  a  book 
about  my  life's  events,  of  which  I  hardly  speak,"  she  writes  in 
the  last  chapter,  as  if  just  realizing  the  womanly  inwardness  of 
her  autobiography.  Rather,  the  book  is  an  attempt  "to  define 
myself  through  its  inscape."  The  painter  who  has  so  often 
failed  in  painting  herself  on  canvas  ("exercises  in  maso- 
chism") has  finally  achieved  an  expressively  austere  self-por- 
trait in  words:  "a  portrait  of  a  lesbian."  in  the  process,  she 
has  produced  a  major  new  work  on  friendship;  the  true  ma- 
trix of  this  portrait  being  neither  paint  nor  words,  but  friends. 

Any  portrait  is  an  exercise  in  power:  power  over  someone 
else's  (or,  in  self-portrait,  over  one's  own)  life.  The  gay  media 
provide  a  kind  of  portrait,  granting  to  us  as  a  group  the  triple 
powers  of  exploring,  defining  and  realizing  ourselves.  We 
have  all  come  to  know  how  different  these  powers  are  from 
those  that  others  —  the  CBC,  say,  or  Time,  —  wield  over  us  in 
the  way  they  portray  us.  Liberation  politics  is,  by  its  nature. 


any  group's  struggle  to  gain  the  power  to  construct  its  own 
portrait. 

Meigs  has  long  been  sympathetic  to  but  never  comfortable 
with  poHtics.  While  living  with  Barbara  Deming  she  tried  to 
be  an  activist,  but  her  self  too  easily  got  lost  in  groups; 
without  the  attempts,  she  felt  guilty.  Her  autobiography  is 
part  of  the  same  struggle,  one  that  goes  on  within  each  of  us. 
What  benefit,  after  all,  if  gays  as  a  group  were  free  from 
other-imposed  portraits,  but  were  unable,  as  individuals,  to 
realize  our  own?  Meigs  realizes  her  own  in  this  prolonged, 
mellow  meditation,  and  in  doing  so  shows  herself  deeply  in 
touch  with  the  motivations  behind  leaflets  and  pink  triangles. 
That's  the  book's  back-door  political  surprise. 

Meigs's  self-exploration  runs  deep.  Lily  Briscoe  resembles 
Thoreau's  Walden  more  than  any  other  post-Puritan 
autobiography  1  know  in  its  richness  of  experienced  thought. 
She  is  far  more  honest  than  Thoreau,  but  just  as  various. 
Anger,  jealously  and  small-mindedness  all  come  under  her 
penetrating  eye,  as  does  that  difficult  country  we  all  have 
inside  but  seldom  hare:  Meigs  calls  it  "homosexual 
bitterness."  From  the  first  page  to  the  last,  she  explores  the 
multiple  meanings  of  her  own  lesbian  life,  one  based  not  on 
grand  principles  but  on  a  personal  commitment  to  friends. 

Powerplays  in  self-definition  provide  the  book's  key 
drama.  Meigs  not  only  has  several  selves  to  grapple  with 
inside  her  —  the  reticent,  genteel  Puritan;  the  easy-to-anger 
recluse;  the  particular-loving  seer  —  but  also,  around  her,  a 
cast  of  strong  others  who  seek  to  define  her  in  their  own 
terms.  When  Edmund  Wilson  could  not  master  her  as  his 
paramour,  he  shaped  her  as  a  "sort  of"  lesbian.  Mary 
McCarthy,  in  her  novel  A  Charmed  Life,  turned  her  boldly 
into  the  cramped,  constipated  Dolly  Lamb.  Meigs's  brothers 
wish  she'd  not  be  so  indecorous.  Her  one  male  lover, 
Patricio,  "wished  to  convince  me  that  his  view  of  me  was 
correct,  and  that  my  view  of  myself  was  false."  Often 
diffident,  she  garners  friends  who  seek  to  re-mould  her  in 
their  image  of  her. 

Books,  likewise.  Henry  James's  heroine  Isabel  Archer,  the 
Martha  of  the  Gospel  and  Lewis  Carroll's  Alice  —  all  por- 
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The  book  is  called  Lily 
Briscoe:  A  Self-Portrait.  An 
Autobiography  by  Mary 
Meigs.  The  cover  is  storm- 
cloud  blue  with  a  bit  of  pink, 
a  self-portrait  of  the  author  with  a 
person's  head  coming  out  of  her  hair  the 
way  aboriginal  artists  make  ancestors 
come  out  of  people's  heads. 

Lily  Briscoe:  the  painter/narrator  in 
Virginia  Woolf's  To  the  Lighthouse.  Why 
is  she  named  in  the  title  of  t^ary  Meigs's 
autobiography?  Right  there  on  the  cover 
there  are  intriguing  factors.  Questions. 

This  is  one  of  the  first  interviews  I've 
done,  so  I  arrive  early,  set  up  the  tape 
recorder  and  my  index  cards  of  ques- 
tions, and  wait  for  the  woman  who 
painted  this  portrait,  and  who  describes 
it:  "The  lines  around  my  mouth,  my 
anxious  eyes,  my  boyish  body  with  its 
muscular  arms  and  powerful  hands  — 
these  are  the  elements  of  a  portrait  of  a 
lesbian.  My  life  with  its  mixture  of  shame 
and  pride  must  be  visible  in  my  face  like 
those  ambiguous  features  that  are 
neither  masculine  nor  feminine." 

When  Mary  arrives,  I  admire  the  cover 
portrait.  "That's  already  gone, "  she  says. 
She  has  painted  over  the  picture,  re- 
worked it,  destroyed  it.  "It  is  lucky  its 
photographed." 

We  settle  into  the  interview,  beset  by 
noise  from  the  street,  an  urban  roar  that 
contrasts  with  Mary's  usual  places  of 
work  —  Cape  Cod,  her  farm  in  Quebec 
and  other  country  spots. 

Gay:  At  one  point  in  Lily  Briscoe,  you 
say  that  the  book  is  "an  attempt  to  define 
myself  through  its  inscape."  Is  that  a 
painting  term? 
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traits  of  "ladies"  by  men  —  are  as  present  to  her  as  many 
people  are,  trying  too  to  make  her  into  their  image.  Even 
Woolf's  Lily  Briscoe,  a  lesbian  writer's  figure  for  a  lesbian 
painter,  is  a  threat.  You  can't  be  Lily  Briscoe  without  losing 
the  selfhood  of  Mary  Meigs. 

Every  true  autobiography,  we  say,  emerges  from  a  crisis. 
Meigs's  comes  out  of  this  plethora  of  other  definitions  of  her 
self,  comes  as  she  enters  her  sixties,  finding  the  need  to 
midwife  herself  into  old  age  as  herself.  She  succeeds,  not  by 
kilUng  off  the  others,  but  by  an  act  of  reciprocity,  of  mutual 
portraiture.  (She  describes  sitting  for  painter  Anne  Poor,  one 
day,  as  Anne  Poor  was  simultaneously  sitting  for  her:  the 
image  is  central.)  The  book  shows  in  multiple  relationships 
what  one  of  her  painted  self-portraits  (the  one  on  the  book's 
cover)  shows:  her  giving  life  to,  and  being  given  life  by,  her 
mother,  Athena-like  from  their  broad  foreheads  imperfectly 
masked  by  hair. 

Her  portraits  of  others  are  vivid,  alive.  Marie-Claire  Blais, 
for  instance,  at  their  first  meeting: 

"...Marie-Claire  was  dressed  like  a  convent  girl,  wearing  a 
blouse  with  a  Peter  Pan  collar,  a  black  jumper  that  fell  well 
below  her  knees,  a  raincoat  that  was  much  too  big  for  her, 
and  sharply  pointed  black  shoes  with  high  spike  heels.  She 
had  bought  the  raincoat,  the  collar  of  which  she  always  pulled 
up  around  her  ears,  without  trying  it  on....  Later,  I  mocked 
her  when,  at  the  village  supermarket,  she  would  furtively  slip 
a  packaged  bra,  the  dimensions  of  which  might  or  might  not 
be  correct,  among  the  produce  in  the  shopping  basket.  For 
just  as  she  refused  to  try  on  shirts,  pants  or  coats,  she  refused 
to  try  on  bras  —  and  nothing  horrified  her  more  than  when  a 
saleslady  swept  close  with  the  intent  of  putting  one  on  her 
over  her  clothes  in  full  view  of  the  people  in  a  shop.  Hence, 
the  supermarket  solution,  if  one  could  call  it  that,  for  half  the 
time  the  bras  she  had  snatched  up  were  the  wrong  size  or 
shape  and  they  had  to  be  thrown  away." 

What  makes  them  so  alive?  Unlike  a  Wilson  or  a 
McCarthy,  Meigs  returns  repeatedly  to  her  own  role  in  these 
portraits  so  that  we  see  a  reciprocity  in  action.  When,  in  the 
diary-present  conclusion,  she  finjilly  introduces  us  to  her  long- 
estranged  twin  sister,  Meigs  incorporates  their  exchange  of 
letters  as  Hester  reads  and  reacts  to  Meigs's  book.  She 
welcomes,  grittily,  her  sister-subject's  (the  painter's  term  is 
also  the  tyrant's)  counter-portrait.  Meigs,  at  sixty-one,  has 
come  to  value  Jane  Eyre's  way  of  loving  Rochester:  "I  was 
with  an  equal,"  she  recalls  Jane  as  saying,  "one  with  whom  I 
might  argue  —  one  whom...  I  might  resist." 

Self-realization  among  equals,  resistant  and  respectful, 
motivates  the  books  most  dazzling  writing  —  about  friend- 
ships: between  lovers,  ex-lovers  and  non-lovers.  Her  style. 


Mary:  It's  something  I  borrowed  from 
Gerard  Manley  Hopkins.  He  talks  about 
inscape  as  a  source  of  poetry,  as  a  kind 
of  keystone  of  his  poetry,  an  amalgam  of 
feeling,  vision  and  sensibility.  I  suppose 
it's  what  everybody  puts  into  a  poem,  but 
inscape  makes  it  very  interior. 

I  think  lots  of  autobiography  is  "out- 
scape"  or  "exteriorscape."  It  deals  with 
things  that  have  happened  to  one  in  a 
narrative  manner. 

Gay;  You  say  that  your  intention  is  to 
arrest  time  from  the  flow  of  dissolving 
minutes.  That  reminds  me  of  something  I 
read  in  Berthe  Morisot's  letters  years  ago. 
She's  talking  about  being  an  Impression- 
ist and  trying  to  arrest  change,  or  depict 
change,  in  her  paintings.  Do  you  think  of 
that  while  you're  writing? 

Mary:  Some  of  my  paintings,  like  this 
self-portrait  on  the  cover,  were  supposed 
to  be  part  of  a  family  series  that  arrests 
time  in  a  sense.  I  did  a  portrait  of  my 
mother  at  different  stages  of  her  life: 
there  she  is  as  the  mother  of  four 
children;  here's  my  father  dead  and  she's 
looking  at  the  coffin;  here  she  is  a  couple 
of  years  before  she  died.  She  had  had  a 
stroke.  I  call  these  things  life  portraits. 

I  think  I  got  that  one  about  arresting 
time  from  To  the  Lighthouse,  didn't  I?  Is 
that  a  quote? 

Gay:  It  didn't  have  quotation  marks 
around  it. 

Mary  (laughs):  Then  I  said  it  myself. 


To  the  Lighthouse  could  be  called,  in 
part,  an  inscape  of  Lily  Briscoe,  the 
painter  silently  in  love  with  Mrs  Ramsay, 
mother  of  the  large  family  that  populates 
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the  novel.  Mary  Meigs  writes: 

"It  is  as  though  Lily  Briscoe,  the  artist, 
has  succeeded  in  arresting  time,  the  con- 
tinuum which,  in  the  book,  has  dissolved 
insubstantial  memory,  grief  and  love;  and 
the  substantial  bodies  of  Mrs.  Ramsay, 
Prue  and  Andrew.  Mr.  Ramsay  has  with- 
stood time  almost  by  the  exercise  of  his 
ego,  it  seems,  and  so  has  James,  by  the 
force  of  his  rebellion  against  his  father. 
These  are  held  in  the  present  by  Lily's 
vision,  as  the  book  makes  an  eternal 
present  out  of  tha continuous  flow  of 
time  —  and  death.  Lily  is  the  channel 
through  which  time  flows,  and  she  suffers 
throughout  the  book  from  her  inability  to 
arrest  it  long  enough  even  to  speak  the 
words  of  love  that  she  wants  to  speak. 
She  longs  to  speak  of  Mrs.  Ramsay, 
about  her  death,  and  can  only  feel  the  un- 
expressed want  of  her  heart,  and,  at  the 
centre  of  what  she  sees  with  her  eyes, 
'complete  emptiness.' 

"In  the  course  of  To  the  Lighthouse, 
Lily  Briscoe  becomes  middle-aged. 
Writing  this  book,  I  have  become  four 
years  older.  A  life  is  so  enormous,  a 
single  day  so  infinitely  long!  The  inex- 
orable flow  of  time  is  braked  by  visions 
like  Lily  Briscoe's,  by  any  effort  to  make 
time  yield  the  fullness  of  its  meaning.  To 
write  about  one's  life  is  an  attempt  to 
arrest  time,  as  art  does;  to  order  it,  just  as 
Lily  Briscoe  ordered  the  elements:  light, 
colour  and  form  of  her  landscape;  to  see 
it  rather  than  just  submit  to  the  flow  of 
dissolving  minutes." 
• 

Gay:  I  didn't  know,  when  I  was  in 
university  studying  English  literature, 
that  Virginia  Woolf  was  a  lesbian. 


Mary:  The  word  lesbian  wasn't  used  in 
that  time.  It's  hard  to  pick  it  up  in  her 
novels.  Orlando  is  the  only  one  where  it's 
more  explicit,  but  even  there  it's  not  really 
very  clear:  it  might  simply  be  someone 
wanting  to  share  the  virtues  of  both 
sexes. 

Gay:  Exactly,  that's  what  I  thought  at 
the  time.  Yet  I  was  transfixed  by  her  work. 
Certainly  the  feelings  of  Lily  Briscoe  for 
Mrs  Ramsay.... 

Mary:  There  again,  the  feelings  are  so 
pure  and  distant  and  worshipful  that  it's 
not  quite  like....  (laughter) 

Gay:  Not  quite  like  the  living  thing, 
is  it? 

Mary:  Mrs  Ramsay  certainly  had  no 
inkling  of  anything.  She  was  above  all 
that. 

ay:  Is  it  too  early  to  ask  you 
about  the  effects  of  pub- 
lishing a  lesbian  book?  I . ' 
mean,  there  aren't  a  lot  of 
them  in  Canada  —  or  any- 
where else,  for  that  matter.  I  wonder  if 
you've  had  some  feedback. 

Mary:  An  interview  with  The  Globe  and 
Mail  was  suddenly  cancelled  because  the 
journalist  read  the  book  and  she  pro- 
nounced it  opportunistic  and  some  other 
nasty  word....  (laughter)  And  I  thought, 
well,  this  is  a  very  typical  attitude. 
Straight  women  always  react  very  badly 
to  anything  that  lesbians  say  about 
themselves,  to  any  kind  of  honesty. 
They're  just  longing  to  put  us  down.  So  I 
expect  to  be  put  down  and  I'm  bracing 
myself. 

Gay:  It's  frightening  to  be  out  there  on 
the  line  by  oneself. 

Mary;  A  little  bit,  yes. 
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Gay:  Not  that  you're  really  by  yourself, 
because  the  rest  of  us  are  there  waiting  in 
the  wings. 

Mary:  That's  what's  so  wonderful  now. 
Ten  years  ago  it  would  not  have  been  the 
same  at  all.  I  wouldn't  have  done  it.  I 
wouldn't  have  had  the  courage  to  do  it. 

I'm  still  astounded  at  the  amount  of 
opposition.  When  you  think  of  all  those 
nuclear  bombs,  what  is  it  to  be  a  lesbian? 
You  think,  why?  This  is  the  most  inno- 
cent.... 

Gay:  Exactly.  Right  on. 

In  what  way  do  you  think  being  a  les- 
bian has  influenced  your  creative  life  as  a 
painter  and  writer?  The  repression  that 
we  experienced  and  still  experience  — 
did  that  lock  up  your  creative  flow? 

Mary:  I  think  it  made  me  much  more 
vulnerable.  I'm  prone  to  hate  myself.  I  still 
think  it  magnifies  the  sense  of  failure 
when  you  do  fail.  I'm  kind  of  masochistic. 
I  think:  they're  right,  they're  right,  it's  not 
good. 

As  long  as  it  doesn't  stop  you  from 
working  at  all,  maybe  it  isn't  such  a  bad 
thing.  I  think  you  build  up  a  certain 
amount  of  strength  that  way,  by  being 
kicked  in  the  ass. 

I  don't  think  it  was  only  because  I  am  a 
lesbian:  I  guess  it's  partly  being  a  woman. 
As  I  say,  I  tended  to  blame  it  on  my  work;  I 
thought  it  wasn't  good  enough. 

Gay:  When  I  write  in  my  journal,  and  I'm 
outraged  at  the  time,  my  tone  becomes 
violent.  But  you  express  different  kinds  of 
emotions  using  a  very  even  tone.  I  wonder 
how  you  do  that?  Can  it  be  related  to  who 
you  are  addressing  in  your  mind's  eye  — 
your  friends?  the  general  public? 

Mary:  I  taught  a  long  time  ago,  and  I 
have  the  feeling  that  the  critical  sense  is 
always  there,  as  an  English  teacher.  If  I 
write  about  excessive  emotions  exces- 
sively and  then  read  it  over,  the  critic 
comes  and  censors.  I  change  it  or  I  cut  it 
out  or  I  do  something  drastic,  because 
there  are  places  where  I  maybe  go  too  far. 
Very  often  I  really  can't  stand  what  I've 
written. 

Gay:  You  said  that  being  a  woman  and 
a  lesbian  makes  you  more  vulnerable; 
that's  something  the  book  really  shows. 
Something  one  generally  doesn't  see  a 
lot  of  is  a  person's  vulnerability,  and  how 
that's  a  root  to  creativity. 

Mary:  Yes.  I  feel  very  different  having 
written  this  book.  It  was  partly  living  in 
Quebec,  because  society  there  is  much 
less  oppressive  than  in  an  Anglo  country, 
particularly  in  the  part  of  the  USA  where  I 
lived.  Maybe  in  Toronto,"too. 

Gay:  Has  the  lesbian  writing  culture 
that  has  developed  in  Quebec  influenced 
you? 

Mary:  I  don't  think  so.  I  don't  play  much 
of  a  part  in  that.  But  I  just  have  a  sense  of 
community  with  thousands,  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  gay  women  in  Montreal. 
And  sometimes  they  all  come  out  at  once 
—  it's  like  an  army.  It's  wonderful  to  see. 
You  can't  help  but  be  borne  up  by  this 
great  wave. 

Gay:  You  didn't  write  about  the  lesbian 
community  in  Montreal  or  anywhere  else 
in  Lily  Briscoe. 

Mary:  Because  I  never  was  part  of  one. 
Even  in  Montreal.  By  the  time  I  got  there  I 
was  too  old  to  like  going  to  bars.  It  is  too 
noisy.  When  I  was  young,  I  was  too 
scared.  And  they  were  different;  they 
weren't  very  jolly  in  New  York.  There  was 
something  rather  sinister  about  them  to 
me  then.  But  that  was  because  it  was  all 
completely  unknown.  I  half  denied.  I 
thought  I  was  too  respectable. 
.  Gay:  Marie-Claire  Blais's  novel,  Les 
Nuits  de  I'Underground,  is  set  in  a 
women's  bar,  whereas  Lily  Briscoe  takes 
place  in  houses  and  natural  settings.  I 
remember  you  writing  that  when  Marie- 
Claire  was  with  you  in  Wellfleet,  she 
missed  the  bar  scene. 

MARCH  1982 


both  mellow  and  knotty,  is  fully  achieved.  Sentences  bear  the 
weight  of  experience,  metaphors  penetrate  obscurity, 
paragraphs  unfold  with  such  a  centering  of  gravity  that  one 
finds  it  hard  to  believe  this  is  a  first  book.  The  chapters  — 
many  of  them  individual  essays  in  themselves  —  move  easily 
into  the  most  unexpected  places.  My  favourite  opens  with  a 
long  meditation  on  wild  birds,  flows  into  portraits  of 
Hortense  Flexner  and  Marianne  Moore,  brings  these  two 
remarkable  poets  together  at  an  awkward  luncheon,  and  con- 
cludes with  Jesus.  Yes,  Jesus.  Permeating  the  whole  are  those 
birds,  their  lingering  calls,  their  cries. 

Birds  may  stir  Meig's  sympathy  as  "perpetual  victims,"  or 
embody  colour  and  freedom  or  make  her  "lose  my  memory 
of  pain."  They  call  her  to  pay  attention  and  remind  her  of 
mortality.  Most  importantly,  they  remind  her  of  "the  mean- 
ing of  another  presence  that  we  sometime  take  into  ourselves 
in  its  entirety,  but  without  self-consciousness."  They  allow  a 
full  portraiture,  as  humans  do  not,  just  because  they  are  so 
irreducibly  Other. 

Like  no  one  else  I  know,  Meigs  sees  into  the  com- 
plex personal  struggles  of  silent  women,  and 
of  gays  engaged  in  coming  out.  But  for  all  the 
struggle,  Lily  Briscoe  offers  much  quiet,  tender, 
strong/ weak  old  woman's  wisdom.  On  the  last 
page:  "The  thought  of  death,  with  its  certain  and  imminent 
coming,  should  be  a  call  to  shake  off  the  fetters  that  keep  us 
from  being  alive;  a  call  to  refuse  to  accept  those  pernicious 
and  recurrent  deaths  of  our  most  living  selves  that  kill  us  as 
surely  as  any  disease." 

In  teaching  herself  "really  to  greet,  really  to  say  goodbye," 
she  has  a  lot  to  offer  us  who  live  in  the  brave  and  brash  new 
gay  world.  As  our  lesbian  and  gay-male  subcultures  emerge, 
we  have  opportunities  as  never  before  to  live  fully  gay-defined 
lives.  We  sophisticate  our  institutions,  our  leisure  activities, 
our  sexual  proficiency,  our  Hving  arrangements.  But  still,  I 
feel,  we  shiver,  unsure,  when  facing  relationships  that  grow 
or  fail  to  grow.  We  hunger  for  ways  to  be  better  lovers,  deeper 
friends.  We  long  for  trust  and  true  companionship  even  as  our 
tricks  become  our  lovers  and  our  lovers  become  our...  what? 
Mary  Meigs's  book  speaks  directly  and  uncompromisingly  to 
these  needs;  her  experience  of  "odd  fidelity"  offers  us 
sustenance. 

When  I  first  read  Lily  Briscoe  I  thought:  if  this  doesn't  get 
the  Governor-General's  Award,  somebody  up  there  is 
homophobic.  Then  I  heard  from  Mary  Meigs  that  "the 
response  to  my  book  has  made  me  feel  as  though  I'm  holding 
the  hands  of  friends  all  across  Canada." 

What  better  response  is  possible,  one  nods,  what  better 
award?  D 


"The  cover  is  storm-cloud  blue 

with  a  bit  of  pink,  a  self-portrait  of  the 

author  with  a  person 's  head  coming  out 

of  her  hair,  the  way  aboriginal  artists  make 

ancestors  come  out  of  people's  heads. 

'That's  already  gone, '  l\/lary  says. 

She 's  painted  over  it,  reworked  it, 

destroyed  it. " 


Below:  "Life  Portrait  of  l\/ly  t\Aother, "  1958 


Mary:  I  didn't  know.  She  never  said  so. 
She  plunged  into  Wellfleet  and  drowned. 
She  still  loves  bars.  She's  only  42;  she 
doesn't  mind  noise  and  smoke;  she 
drinks  in  the  proper  way  and  I  don't. 
(laughter) 

Gay:  Since  you  came  to  regard  yourself 
as  a  lesbian,  have  you  ever  lived  on  your 
own? 

fVlary:  I  first  officially  regarded  myself 
as  a  lesbian  when  I  started  to  live  with 
Barbara  Deming,  so  I  wasn't  on  my  own 
any  more.  When  I  was  on  my  own,  I  was  in 
much  more  dishonest  territory.  I  didn't 
call  myself  a  lesbian  then. 

Even  when  I  was  with  Barbara,  it  was 
slightly  ambiguous.  We  were  both  so 
austere  that  there  was  no  community  of 
lesbians  at  all.  I  guess  there  was  maybe  a 
little  community  that  we  didn't  know 
about  in  Provincetown.  Poor  Marie-Claire. 

Gay:  You  write  about  being  irritable, 
and  that  it  bothers  you  and  you  wonder 
how  to  deal  with  it.  I  wonder  if  it  comes 
from  living  with  a  lover? 

tvlary:  Do  you  live  alone? 

Gay:  Yes,  I  live  alone  in  an  apartment, 
but  I  know  the  people  who  live  in  the  other 
apartments. 

Mary:  I  think  one  is  much  less  irritable 
when  one  lives  alone  —  especially  if 
one's  lifestyle  is  the  opposite  of  one's 
friend's  lifestyle.  Now  we  go  our  own 
ways,  Marie-Claire  and  I.  It's  much  better. 

Gay:  What  about  the  people  of 
Wellfleet  thinking  Marie-Claire  was  a 
witch? 

Mary:  I  think  they  simply  meant  that 
she  saw  too  much  and  that  she  worked 
spells  —  that  kind  of  witch.  A  witch  that 
was  dangerous  in  that  she  looked  so  in- 
tensely at  people  that  she  stole  them 
from  themselves. They  must  have  felt 
that.  And  they  probably  thought  that  she 
bewitched  me...  which  was  true. 

But  people  like  to  have  victims,  don't 
they?  A  scapegoat.  Marie-Claire  was  the 
scapegoat.  An  old  friend  of  Marie-Claire's 
said  she  was  surprised  that  I  repeated 
things  that  people  had  said  about  her  — 
as  though  she  didn't  know  them  already, 
as  though  this  were  some  kind  of 
disloyalty  to  Marie-Claire.  It  didn't  seem 
so  to  me,  because  obviously  I  didn't 
believe  anything  that  they  said  or 
thought.  It  just  made  me  mad. 

When  something  is  ever  so  much 
worse  than  what  you've  written,  and 
you've  been  rather  discreet  in  your  own 
mind,  it's  always  surprising  when 
somebody  says  you've  been  cruel  or  hard 
or  whatever  it  Is  they  say. 

I've  decided  I'd  better  not  listen  to  what 
people  say.  I  don't  want  to  do  that  any 
more. 

"My  upbringing,"  Mary  Meigs  says  on 
the  second  page  of  her  book,  "prevented 
me  from  accepting  my  sexual  nature  by 
making  me  ashamed  of  it,  doubly 
ashamed,  because  I  belonged  to  a 
despised  sexual  minority. 

"The  two  chief  tasks  of  my  life  have 
been  to  become  an  artist  and  to  over- 
come my  shame,  and.  at  ttie  age  of  sixty- 
one,  I  am  only  just  beginning  to  feel  that  I 
have  accomplished  lhem."G 


Lily  Briscoe:  A  Sell-Portrait  is  published  by 
Talonbooks,  201  1019  East  Cordova, 
Vancouver,  British  Columbia  V6A  1M8. 
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Hollywood's  newhomos? 


Tinseltown  hasn  't  done  lesbians  and  gay 
men  many  favours,  and  a  bit  of 
suspicion  about  their  motives  whenever 
we  pop  up  on  screen  is  probably 
healthy.  More  than  a  decade  ago,  film 
commentators  perceived  a  trend  with 
the  release  of  such  films  as  The  Boys  in 
the  Band,  Sunday,  Bloody  Sunday  and 
Staircase.  History  is  apparently 
repeating  itself  in  1982  with  another 
concentration  of  movies  with  central 
gay  themes. 

Personal  Best  (Warner  Brothers; 
directed  by  Robert  Towne;  released 
February  5),  Making  Love  (Twentieth- 
Century  Fox;  directed  by  Arthur 
Hiller;  released  February  12)  and 
Partners  (directed  by  James 
Burrows,  and  due  to  be  released  by 
Paramount  sometime  in  the  sum- 
mer or  fall)  make  up  this  new  breed 
—  though  at  least  one  might  be 
called  a  mongrel. . . . 

Below,  three  views. 

Making  Love 

It's  been  called  bold;  it's  been  called 
controversial;  it's  been  called  box-office 
poison.  It's  Hollywood  at  its  most 
daring. 

Making  Love  (distributed  by  Twen- 
tieth Century  Fox)  is  a  story  about 
Claire  (Kate  Jackson)  and  Zack 
(Michael  Ontkean),  whose  blissfully  up- 
wardly-mobile marriage  —  complete 
with  one  enprmous  house,  two  success- 
ful careers,  and  gobs  of  hugs  and  gush 
—  is  suddenly  obliterated  by  the  hus- 
band's infidelity.  With  another  man. 

Director  Arthur  Hiller:  "As  each  era 
comes  along,  you  deed  with  what  is  rele- 
vant to  that  period.  Making  Love  is  very 


Ontkean,  Jackson  anti  Hamlin  In  Making  Love:  gobs  of  hugs  and  gush 


much  a  film  of  today,  a  modern  varia- 
tion on  a  classic  movie  theme...."  In- 
deed. Like  any  risky  high-wire  onto 
which  Hollywood  ventures,  there  needs 
to  be  a  convenient  safety  net  beneath, 
and  in  this  case  that  comforting  insur- 
ance is  the  film's  conformity:  what  has 
been  made,  quite  simply,  is  a  forties 
tear-jerker,  what  used  to  be  called  a 
"women's  movie."  Maybe  that's  all 


that  can  be  expected  from  pooling  the 
talents  of  a  director  whose  biggest  suc- 
cesses have  been  films  as  gooey  as  Love 
Story  and  as  featureless  as  Plaza  Suite, 
and  of  a  screenwriter  whose  unfortunate 
credits  include  The  Other  Side  of  Mid- 
night and  Gable  and  Lombard. 

Still,  despite  the  predictability  of  the 
vehicle,  they  (including  gay  screenplay 
writer  Barry  Sandler)  have  put  faggots 


Partners:  Barely  civil  sen/ants 


What  makes  Hollywood's  "comedy- 
thrillers"  so  offensive  is  their  built-in 
tendency  to  reduce  any  issue  of  import, 
around  which  the  thrills  are  meant  to  or- 
bit, to  objects  of  melodrama,  which  is 
the  limited  level  at  which  most  comedy 
still  operates. 

With  Partners,  the  new  Paramount 
entry  in  the  "Court  the  Gay  Flick  Audi- 
ence Openly"  Sweepstakes,  the  issue  ad- 
dressed —  a  dual  one  —  is  the  murder  of 
homosexual  men,  and  the  lackadaisical, 
not  to  say  irresponsible  attitude  big-city 
police  have  been  known  to  take  towards 
solving  these  crimes.  That  the  police  have 
the  duty  to  serve  and  protect  everyone  is 


Partners  Ryan  0  'Neiil  anii  John  Hurt: 


sometimes  muddied  by  the  heinous  pre- 
judice that  one  less  livefaggot  is  a  step  in 
the  right  direction. 

Partners  bases  its  cheap  shots  on  the 
understanding  that  homosexual  men  are 
laughable  and  pitiable:  sad,  not  "gay." 
A  police  department,  responding  to  pres- 
sure from  a  scandalized  bigwig  whose 
gay  son  was  murdered,  assigns  two  men 
to  infiltrate  the  gay  community  by  posing 
as  a  new  couple  in  the  neighbourhood. 
One  detective  is  a  het  stud  and  the  other 
is  a  mild-mannered,  probably  gay,  clerk 
cop  (John  Hurt),  downscaled  from  his 
portrayal  of  Quentin  Crisp  in  The  Naked 
Civil  Servant.  Everything  these  two 


lavender  Volkswagen  and  full  leather 


touch,  from  the  gourmet  meals  the  gay 
cop  persists  in  serving  to  his  partner  to 
the  lavender  Volkswagen  they  are  instuct- 
ed  to  drive,  is  made  the  object  of  easy 
derision. 

Meanwhile,  the  plot  sickens  around 
them,  with  a  trail  of  bodies  leading  to 
intimations  of  blackmail,  stabs  at  miso- 
gyny, a  visit  to  the  hallowed  halls  of  gay 
male  porn,  and  an  escapade  in  full  leath- 
er. There  is  little  attempt  at  sense,  the 
tension  repeatedly  deflates,  and  to  brand 
the  story  as  inept  is  far  too  kind.  Suffice 
it  to  say  that  the  malignant  inanity  of  the 
script  is  matched  only  by  the  film's  ama- 
teurish camerawork,  editing,  lighting  and 
colour  work.  Television  director  James 
Burrows  is  making  his  feature  film  debut 
here,  and  it  shows. 

In  the  end,  though,  it's  perhaps  fortu- 
itous that  Partners  is  so  dreadful. 
Because  Cruising  was  such  an  atrocious 
piece  of  filmmaking,  few  people  were 
compelled  to  see  it,  despite  the  bally- 
hooed  controversy.  Cruising  died  at  the 
box  office,  and  Partners,  two  years  after 
that  monstrosity,  deserves  a  similar  fate, 
it  should  be  relegated  with  all  due  speed 
to  a  storage  vault  somewhere  deep,  deep, 
deep.  Paramount's  test  of  the  picture  in 
a  sneak  preview  in  late  January  in  Toron- 
to (the  only  North  American  market  to 
be  so  graced)  and  the  questionnaires  the 
audience  filled  out  afterwards  should  tell 
the  studio  the  dimension  of  the  failure  it 
has  on  its  hands. 

Phil  ShawD 


Screenwriter  Sandler:  clever  contrivances 


in  the  movies  —  faggots  who  lead 
endearingly  normal  lives,  faggots 
without  limp  wrists,  faggots  who  have 
music  swell  up  and  lights  fade  down 
around  them  when  they  kiss.  And  this  is 
what  we've  been  waiting  for  for  years, 
right? 

Well,  sort  of.  At  any  rate,  it's  difficult 
to  say  if  this  was  the  filmmakers'  crea- 
tive motivation.  "The  same  theme  is 
there,"  Hiller  has  said,  comparing  this 
to  Love  Story.  "A  man  and  woman  are 
greatly  in  love  and  something  comes 
between  them  that  affects  their  relation- 
ship. In  this  instance,  it's  the  husband's 
homosexuality." 

Disclaimers  such  as  this  have  ham- 
pered the  scrambling  of  some  gay  critics 
to  declare  Making  Love  a  break- 
through, a  film  that  shows  gay  charac- 
ters positively  and  coming  out  as  some- 
thing glorious  in  its  honesty.  In  turn,  the 
filmmakers  keep  deflecting  such  claims 
by  calling  it  a  regular  love  story.  Rarely 
has  so  much  been  written  by  so  many 
about  so  little. 

However  much  the  makers  of  this 
film  wish  to  divest  themselves  of  the 
responsibility  of  having  intentionally 
sanctioned  gay  relationships  and  homo- 
sexuals in  general,  there  remain  images 
in  the  film  which  cannot  be  read  any 
other  way.  They  have,  for  instance,  pur- 
posely avoided  stereotypes.  Amongst  all 
the  homos  we  meet  in  the  film,  there  is 
not  one  pansy;  as  a  matter  of  fact,  they 
all  dress  and  talk  like  dock  workers, 
chummy  guys  who,  like  straights,  slap 
each  other  affectionately  on  the  back, 
but,  like  faggots,  keep  little  jars  of  Vase- 
line next  to  their  beds.  Much  of  the 
script,  as  well,  reads  like  a  glossary  of 
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Hemingway  and  Donnelly  in  Personal  Best:  likable  lesbians  as  teammates,  competitors  and  lovers 


terms  from  a  gay-positive  therapy  ses- 
sion. Zack  tells  his  wife,  "I  can't  ignore 
my  desires,"  "This  is  not  a  phase,"  and 
"I  can't  lead  a  double  life;  it  wouldn't 
be  fair  to  you." 

On  top  of  this,  Sandler  has  devised  a 
convenient  trick  of  having  his  three 
characters  addicted  to  old  movies.  They 
watch  old  movies,  they  recite  lines  ver- 
batim from  old  movies  —  Bart  (Harry 
Hamlin),  the  man  with  whom  Zack  has 
an  affair,  even  has  an  enormous  Beta- 
max  which  plays  videotapes  of  old 
movies.  Conveniently,  the  only  old 
movies  these  people  watch  are  things 
like  Cat  on  a  Hot  Tin  Roof  and  Tea  and 
Sympathy,  films  which  denounce  or 
avoid  their  characters'  homosexuality. 
"These  movies  were  the  old  Holly- 
wood," the  film  is  proudly  announcing, 
"Making  Love  is  the  new,  enlightened 
Hollywood!" 

These  contrivances  are  clever,  but 
their  self-congratulatory  tone  masks 
something  very  important:  Why  haven't 
Zack  and  Claire  memorized  lines  from, 
say,  Next  Stop  Greenwich  Village,  or 
why  isn't  Bart  sprawled  out  on  his 
couch  before  Sunday,  Bloody  Sundayl 
Neither  of  these  movies  are  what  might 
be  termed  "gay  films,"  but  they  do 
contain  gay  characters  who  give  us 
glimpses  of  what  being  gay  can  mean, 
something  that  the  now  obligatory  loca- 
tion-shot-in-a-real-gay-bar  and  soft- 
focus  images  of  two  men  kissing  can 
never  give  us. 

Certainly,  with  messes  hke  Cruising 
and  Partners  dangling  over  our  heads, 
listing  off  films  with  such  characters  — 
gay,  positive  and  written  with  depth  — 
is  not  very  easy.  Making  Love  must  be 
added  to  this  list,  but  not  because  it  is  as 
progressive  as  other  films  have  been. 
The  difference  between  Making  Love 
and  something  like  Sunday,  Bloody  Sun- 
day is  that  the  former  self-consciously 
imposes  homosexuality  onto  its  charac- 
ters in  order  to  be  benevolently  correct, 
while  the  latter  has  the  skill  to  bring  its 
gay  characters  into  focus  naturally,  so 
that  they  make  thematic  sense  as  part  of 
the  film's  overall  subject.  It's  very  easy 
to  end  up  wishing  the  disclaimers  — 
that  this  mere  love  story  is  not  a  gay 
film  —  were  true,  since  the  real  "break- 
through" films  with  gays  have  already 
been  made,  years  ago. 

A  Toronto  public-relations  executive 
for  the  film  has  claimed  that  Making 


Love,  being  released  in  mid-February,  is 
Hollywood's  "valentine  to  the  gay  com- 
munity." So  when  Fox  is  at  your  door- 
step, lips  puckered,  neck  stretched,  film 
can  clenched  behind  its  back,  just  give  it 
a  poHte  peck  —  there's  no  sense  in 
Hngering. 

Michael  WadeD 

Personal  Best 

Most  filmgoers  will  compare  Personal 
Best,  a  film  about  two  pentathletes  who 
become  teammates,  lovers  and,  ulti- 
mately, competitors,  to  other  films 
about  athletes;  those  with  gay  sensibili- 
ties, however,  will  compare  it  to  other 
films  about  lesbians.  The  good  news? 
Lesbians  are  portrayed  as  likeable 
human  beings  with  strengths,  weaknes- 
ses and  personalities.  The  bad  news? 
The  heroines  don't  walk  off  together  in- 
to the  sunset. 

The  film,  according  to  co-star  Mariel 
Hemingway,  "isn't  a  statement  about 
lesbianism.  It's  a  statement  about  love 
and  physical  movement."  Certainly  the 


FICTION 


Victory:  Jodi  Anderson  shares  in  triumph 


words  "lesbian,"  "gay"  and  "homo- 
sexual" are  curiously  absent  from  the 
script.  The  two  athletes  who  live,  love, 
and  train  together  for  the  ill-fated 
Moscow  Olympics  of  1980  face  no 
social  discrimination.  For  the  entire 
four-year  span  of  the  film,  they  are 
sealed  in  their  training-camp  cocoon, 
protected  from  the  well-meaning  bigotry 
of  friends,  parents  and  teachers.  When 
Chris  (Hemingway)  admits  to  her  jock 
boyfriend  her  past  lesbian  relationship, 
his  response  is  unbelievably  mild:  "I 
think  we  both  like  great-looking  girls." 
Still,  there  are  tensions.  Tory  (played 
brilliantly  by  Patrice  Donnelly,  a  former 


Olympic  athlete,  in  her  film  debut) 
knows  she  is  gay,  while  Chris  is  ambiva- 
lent. The  former  views  potential  rivals 
with  fighting  anguish;  the  latter  reacts 
with  aroused  curiosity.  Their  coach's 
sympathetic  voyeurism  has  heavy 
Freudian  overtones  that  evade  explana- 
tion; suffice  it  to  say  his  influence  is  a 
contributing  factor  to  their  eventual 
parting. 

If  this  film  contains  any  statement 
about  lesbianism,  it  is  made  in  the 
handhng  of  their  breakup.  Unlike 
Shirley  MacLaine  hanging  herself  in 
The  Children 's  Hour  or  Sandy  Dennis 
being  crushed  by  D  H  Lawrence's 
vengeful  tree  in  The  Fox,  Tory  and  Chris 
survive  intact.  Writer /producer /director 
Robert  Towne  manages  to  resist  the 
tradition  of  "killing  off  the  lesbian" 
and  for  this  he  deserves  credit.  Holly- 
wood breakthrough:  they  not  only  sur- 
vive, they  go  on  to  win  the  ultimate  vic- 
tory of  giving  their  "personal  best," 
with  the  audience  cheering  all  the  way. 

There  are  flaws,  of  course.  The  three- 
year  relationship  is  insufficiently 
developed.  Towne  caters  to  male 
voyeurs  with  an  excess  of  crotch  shots 
and  peep-show  steambath  scenes,  where 
slender  girls  are  displayed  in  the  nude 
while  fatter  girls  are  swaddled  in 
Uncomfortable-looking  towels.  The 
ending,  in  the  best  of  Hollywood  tradi- 
tion, is  too  simplistic  to  be  believable. 

These  flaws  are  balanced  by  scenes  of 
Tory  and  Chris  training  together,  where 
their  obvious  devotion  to  each  other  is 
artistically  revealed  without  comment  or 
judgment.  The  luscious  cinematography 
and  lively  pace  help  as  well.  Towne  has 
a  light  touch  and  is  not  averse  to 
cinematic  fun:  witness  Chris  and  Tory's 
seductive  armwrestling  scene  in  front  of 
a  space  heater,  so  slyly  reminiscent  of 
Alan  Bates  and  Oliver  Reed  wrestling 
before  a  fireplace  in  Women  in  Love. 
Arthur  Hiller's  pedantically  earnest 
approach  to  homosexuality  in  Making 
Love  fails  miserably  in  compeu-ison, 
both  in  political  and  artistic  terms. 

The  final  verdict?  Personal  Best  is  not 
the  lesbian  movie  we  all  want  to  see,  but 
it  is  a  very  significant  and  positive  step 
for  Hollywood.  Its  political  and  enter- 
tainment value  makes  it  well  worth 


seemg. 


Elinor  Mahonevi 


Randd  jokes  and  a  corpse  in  the  freezer 


Sunday's  Child  by  Edward  Phillips. 
McClelland  and  Stewart.  1981.  $14,95. 

To  begin  with  the  dustjacket:  it's  anti- 
septic white,  with  a  drawing  of  a  naked, 
rather  lumpy  young  man.  You  might 
think  he's  Sunday's  Child,  since  he  has 
the  title  on  his  chest  —  you  might  even 
buy  the  book  in  the  hope  of  finding  out 
more  about  him.  But  suppose  he  dis- 
turbs or  annoys  you  —  suppose  you're 
straight  —  then  you  may  turn  the  book 
over  and  find  assurance  from  two  dis- 
tinguished readers.  According  to  Robert 
Fulford,  editor  of  the  magazine  Satur- 
day Night,  Sunday's  Child  is  "a  comic 
thriller  about  gays, "and  surely  thrillers 
are  harmless.  Marian  Engel,  however, 
takes  a  more  serious  approach:  "it's 
real  and  it's  moving...  the  feelings  run 
deep,  and  it  speaks  sensibly,  amusingly, 
and  passionately  of  and  for  its  commu- 
nity." She's  one  of  the  best  novelists  in 
the  country,  and  she's  prepared  to  get 
carried  away,  metaphorically  at  least,  in 


defence  of  the  book. 

Very  different  views  —  can  they  all  be 
true? 

Geoffry  Chadwick,  Sunday's  child 
and  central  character,  is  a  fifty-year-old 
Westmount  corporation  lawyer,  and 
homosexual.  Disappointed  with  love 
and  with  life,  he  manages  to  get  drunk 
enough  one  New  Year's  Eve  to  bring 
home  a  hustler.  When  the  young  man 
pulls  out  a  knife,  Chadwick  responds 
with  something  of  the  energy  that  made 
English  Montreal  powerful.  He  clouts 
him  with  a  heavy  ashtray  —  and  finds 
that  instead  of  a  rented  body  he  has  a 
corpse  on  his  hands. 

It  wouldn't  be  nice  if  Phillips  were 
merely  exploiting  the  association  of 
homosexuality  and  murder;  but  he  is  at- 
tempting something  more  than  a  cliche 
thriller  in  his  study  of  Geoffry  Chad- 
wick. Chadwick  tells  his  own  story,  usu- 
ally intelligently,  and  often  entertaining- 
ly, but  with  too  many  rancid  jokes,  too 
many  long  li.sts  of  the  things  he  doesn't 


like.  When  he's  not  being  bitchy,  he  can 
be  remarkably  flat-footed  —  do  we 
need  to  read  that  "New  York  is  a  very 
romantic  city"  or  that  "gefiillte  fish" 
are  "Jewish  quenelles"?  Other  charac- 
ters are  simply  inept  —  for  example,  an 
ex-lover  who,  at  what  is  supposed  to  be 
an  emotional  moment,  starts  quoting 
John  Donne  and  won't  stop.  At  times 
one  wonders  how,  or  if,  the  book  was 
edited.  Did  McClelland  and  Stewart 
throw  up  their  hands  and  hope  that 
maybe  this  is  what  the  gays  like? 

But  the  novel  does  create  a  certain 
psychological  interest  to  go  along  with 
the  suspense  of  Chadwick's  efforts  to 
get  rid  of  the  body.  Will  he  be  scared  or 
enlightened  enough  to  escape  the  empti- 
ness of  his  life?  In  disposing  of  the  fro- 
zen young  body,  will  he  learn  how  to 
stay  alive  and  warm  inside  his  fifty-year- 
old  one?  The  reader  wishes  him  well. 
Chadwick  is  on  the  whole  a  likable  man 
and  tries  to  follow  Mother  Goose's  pat- 
tern for  Sunday's  child  —  to  be  "fair 
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and  wise  and  good"  as  well  as  "gay." 
And  Phillips  plays  cleverly  with  our 
hopes  for  him.  For  example,  a  young 
good-looking  gay  nephew  turns  up  — 
but  not  to  save  his  uncle,  simply  to  be 
even  primmer  and  fussier  than  he  is. 
Chadwick  has  occasion  to  pull  yet  an- 
other young  man  from  a  burning  car, 
but  this  isn't  reparation  for  the  life  he 
took,  only  a  parody  of  it  —  this  young 
man  is  dead  too. 

As  a  thriller,  the  book  is  not  unsuc- 
cessful: the  corpse,  as  a  literary  prob- 
lem, is  disposed  of  competently.  As  a 
psychological  novel,  though,  Sunday's 
Child  is  a  disappointment.  Chadwick  is 
too  sensible,  too  well  brought  up,  ever 
to  meet  the  real  emotions  of  the  story. 
In  other  words,  Phillips  never  comes  to 
grips  with  the  two  basic  facts  of  the 
book:  that  Chadwick  is  homosexual  and 
that  he  has  killed  someone.  In  the  end, 
it  is  Chadwick's  grim  fate  to  "accept" 
himself  —  which  means  to  apply  to  him- 
self the  disdainful  tolerance  that  liberal 
English  Canadians  of  his  class  and  gen- 
eration give  their  homosexuals.  Chad- 
wick's dreary  queerisms  are  not  protests 
against  his  life:  they  are  ways  of  putting 
up  with  it.  At  fifty,  he  is  still  very  much 
Westmount's  child,  and  it's  going  to  be 
Sunday  for  the  rest  of  his  life. 

If  you  believe  Robert  Fulford  and 
read  the  book  as  "a  comic  thriller,"  you 
won't  be  disappointed.  If  you  hope  to 
get  closer  to  the  naked  young  man,  you 
will  be.  If  you  look  for  the  deep  feelings 
Marian  Engel  promises,  you  may  decide 
they're  so  deep  they  aren't  even  in  the 
book.  Will  they  turn  up  in  PhiUips's 
next?  As  for  Engel's  claim  that  the 
book  speaks  "of  and  for  its  communi- 
ty" —  well,  perhaps  she  means  the  com- 
munity of  lawyers  with  bodies  in  their 
freezers. 

Lionel  Morton^ 


RELIGION 


Waddling  on 
with  Behemoth 

Homosexuality:  In  Search  of  a  Christian 
Understanding.  Edited  by  Leon  Smith. 
United  Methodist  Church.  1981.  (Order  No 
3158C.  Oiscipleship  Resources.  Box  840. 
Nashville,  TN  37202).  $2.50  (US). 

Gays  who  have  chosen  not  to  abandon 
institutional  Christianity  have  also 
chosen  —  so  what  else  is  new?  —  to  live 
with  a  profound  contradiction.  If  they 
take  their  gay  identity  seriously,  they  at- 
tempt to  close  the  gap  between  the  truth 
of  their  own  experience  and  what  the 
church  teaches  or  will  countenance. 
Such  people  have  learned  what  can  real- 
istically be  expected  of  the  church. 
What  can't  be  expected  is  at  times 
pretty  damned  depressing;  what  can  be 
expected  is  often  only  the  most  basic 
opening  up  of  issues.  One  expects  the 
latter,  at  least  in  some  form,  from  this 
set  of  three  study  papers  (with  introduc- 
tion and  concluding  chapter)  designed 
to  foster  small-group  discussion  of  the 
subject. 

The  book  trips  over  itself  in  its  con- 
cern to  present  an  unbiased  approach. 
The  paper  on  Biblical  references  and 
their  interpretations  does  a  reasonable 
job  of  presenting,  in  minimal  form,  the 
texts  and  the  various  conclusions  drawn 
from  them.  The  paper  on  theological 
perspectives  is  also  reasonable.  In  the 
final  paper  on  pastoral  care,  however, 
the  pretense  of  neutrality  is  embarras- 
singly transparent.  The  author's  con- 
cern to  meet  gay  people  "where  they're 
at"  boils  down  to  a  willingness  to  leave 
them  where  he  thinks  they  are  —  mired 


in  self-loathing  and  a  desire  only  to 
change  their  orientation,  or  to  make  the 
best  of  a  bad  job  by  living  with  their 
handicap.  The  idea  that  a  gay  Christian 
might  legitimately  think  his  or  her  prob- 
lem is  coping  with  straight  bigotry  is  not 
considered:  presumably,  that's  not 
where  the  gay  people  the  author  has 
dealt  with  are  "at."  The  author's  com- 
passion is  cheap;  his  "neutrality"  would 
be  comic  if  it  weren't  so  destructive. 

The  biases  in  the  chapter  on  pastoral 
care  led  me  to  wonder  if  other  biases 
underlay  the  book  as  a  whole.  I  turned 
to  the  introduction,  where  I  learned  that 
the  book  is  "the  result  of  action  by  the 
Family  Life  Committee  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Family  Ministries  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship,  and  the  Board  of 
DiscipJeship."  The  book  exists  not  be- 
cause of  a  sense  of  responsibility  to- 
wards gay  people,  in  or  out  of  the 
church,  but  because  the  issue  of  homo- 
sexuality impinges  upon  the  nuclear 
family.  The  introduction  also  reminds 
us  that  the  papers  "are  presented  and 


AESTHETERA 


•  See  What  You've  Been  Missing?  Dept. 

A  letter  printed  in  Dance  in  Canada's 
January  1982  newsletter  calls  for  a  dance 
rating  code  similar  to  that  used  for 
films.  Citing  "explicit  implications  of 
oral  sex,  masturbation  and  agonizing 
sexual  fears"  observed  at  a  performance 
by  the  Danny  Grossman  Dance  Com- 
pany (see  TBP,  September),  the  writer,  a 
Saskatoon  student,  says  "the  time  has 
come  for  the  dance  world  to  consider  its 
moral  responsibility  to  the  general 
public." 

•  Issue  5  of  the  Lesbian/Gay  History 
Researchers  Network  Newsletter  is  now 

available  from  the  Canadian  Gay 
Archives /Lesbian  and  Gay  History 
Group,  Box  639,  Stn  A,  Toronto 
M5W  1G2.  Subscription  is  $6  for  three 
issues. 

New  on  the  bookshelf: 

The  Mayor  of  Castro  Street:  The  Life 
and  Times  of  Harvey  Milk  by  Randy 
Shilts.  St  Martin's.  $14.95. 
Making  Love  by  Leonora  Fleischer. 
Ballantine.  $2.50.  A  "movie  tie-in"  (see 
p36). 

An  Uncertain  Memory  by  Laura  Basse. 
Morrow.  $12.95.  True  story  of  a  woman 
whose  husband  leaves  his  family  when 
he  discovers  he's  gay. 
Gays  Under  the  Cuban  Revolution  by 
Allen  Young.  $5.95.  Distributed  by  Sub- 
co.  Box  10233,  Eugene,  OR  97440. 
Documents  the  persecution  of  homosex- 
uals by  the  Castro  regime  in  Cuba.  Co- 
author with  Karla  Jay  of  The  Gay 
Report  and  three  anthologies.  Young  is 
a  former  New  Left  journalist  who  trav- 
elled to  Cuba  twice  under  the  auspices 
of  its  government;  the  book  tells  of  his 
odyssey  from  enthusiastic  support  of 
the  Castro  regime  to  disillusionment. 
The  New  Celibacy  by  Gabrielle  Brown, 
PhD.  Ballantine.  $3.25.  Offers  the  un- 
convincing thesis  that  celibacy  allows  "a 
real  excitement  in  the  art  of  intimacy 
and  self-development." 
A  Wild  Patience  Has  Taken  Me  This 
Far:  Poems  1978-1980  by  Adrienne 
Rich.  Norton.  $4.95. 
Saki:  A  Life  of  Hector  Hugh  Munro  by 
A  J  Langguth.  Simon  &  Schuster. 
$18.50.  Includes  six  short  stories  never 
before  collected. 

Legal  Sex  by  L  E  and  F  A  Rozovsky. 
Doubleday.  $9.95  paperback.  "A  lay- 
man's guide  to  Canadian  law  and  sexual 
issues  such  as  abortion,  homosexuality, 
rape,  artificial  insemination,  bestiality, 
wrongful  birth,  sexual  discrimination, 


should  be  studied  in  the  context  of  the 
official  statements  of  The  United  Meth- 
odist Church."  As  the  introduction  ex- 
plains, "All  persons  are  entitled  to  have 
their  human  and  civil  rights  ensured, 
though  we  do  not  condone  the  practice 
of  homosexuality  and  consider  this 
practice  incompatible  with  Christian 
teaching." 

What  does  the  attempt  to  remain  neu- 
tral mean  in  such  a  context?  Precious 
little,  I  think.  Still,  I  wouldn't  dismiss 
the  book:  any  group  discussion  of  the 
issue  in  the  institutional  church  is  a  step 
in  the  right  direction.  There  remains 
enough  impartially  presented  data,  in 
the  first  two  chapters  at  least,  to  force 
some  thinking  in  congregational  discus- 
sion groups.  Meanwhile,  if  we  want 
more  gay-positive  theological  approach- 
es, we'd  best  give  our  attentions  to  pri- 
vate theologians  and  historians,  whose 
work  need  not  express  allegiance  to  offi- 
cial pronouncements.  The  church  may 
someday  catch  up  with  the  McNeills  and 
the  Boswells:  Behemoth  waddles  on. 

David  TownsendD 


sex  change  and  sexual  assault."  Factual 
errors  found  in  gay  section. 
Prison  Homosexuality:  Myth  and  Reali- 
ty by  Alice  M  Propper.  Lexington 
Books  (D  C  Heath  Canada,  Ste  1600, 
100  Adelaide  St  W,  Toronto,  ON 
M5H  1S9),  $29.95.  A  product  of  10 
years  of  research,  this  book  has  been 


Propper:  new  light  on  prison  homosexuality 

startling  the  criminal  justice  world. 
Propper,  a  York  University  professor, 
discusses  the  lengths  prison  officials  go 
to  in  order  to  prevent  homosexual  rela- 
tionships, including  not  allowing 
women  to  comb  each  others'  hair,  and 
forcing  solitary  confinement  on  "reck- 
less eyeballers."  She  discovered  that 
same-sex  relationships  were  as  prevalent 
in  co-ed  as  in  single-sex  facilities,  and 
challenges  the  assumption  that  prison 

Flesh:  '  'labour  of  love  and  disobedience ' ' 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


Tender  visions 
on  twilight  time 

George  Piatt  Lynes:  Photographs  1931-1955 

by  Jack  Woody.  Twelvetrees  Press.  1981. 
$35. 

George  Piatt  Lynes  was  one  of  a  popu- 
lous breed  —  a  gay  American  artist  who 
led  a  creative  double  life.  By  day  he  was 
a  successful  fashion  photographer  with 
Vogue  and  Harper's  Bazaar  —  a  sought- 
after  celebrity  portraitist;  by  night,  or  at 
least  by  shadow,  a  topographer  of  the 
male  nude  and  other  erotic  landscapes. 
Lynes's  excuse  for  his  Jekyll/Hyde  ex- 
istence was  survival  in  the  conservative 
atmosphere  that  shaped  the  American 
cultural  scene  from  1930  to  I960.  The 
only  escape  was  Paris,  and,  like  most  of 
his  colleagues,  he  had  explored  that 
route  early  in  his  career.  Where  a  pre- 
vious generation  would  have  forsaken 


homosexuality  is  simply  situational, 
with  heterosexuality  resumed  once 
inmates  leave. 

Fully  Human:  How  Everyone  Can  Inte- 
grate the  Benefits  of  Masculine  &  Fem- 
inine Sex  Roles  by  Linda  E  Olds.  $8.95. 
Prentice-Hall,  Special  Sales  Division, 
Englewood  Cliffs,  NJ  07632. 
First  Lady,  Last  Lady  by  Sondra 
Gotlieb.  McClelland  &  Stewart.  The 
Vitriolic-Pen-of-the-Year  Award  goes  to 
Ms  Gotlieb  for  concocting  this  mys- 
tery in  which  all  the  bad  guys  are  gay 
stereotypes.  No  fictional  character 
could  be  more  homophobic  than 
Gotlieb  herself. 

The  Boy  Who  Picked  the  Bullets  Up  by 
Charles  Nelson.  William  Morrow. 
$13.95.  An  American  soldier  in  Vietnam 
writes,  in  four  very  different  ways,  to 
four  friends  and  relatives  back  home. 
Homosexuals  in  the  Christian  Fellow- 
ship by  David  Atkinson.  $6.75.  Eerd- 
man's  (in  Canada:  Oxford  University 
Press,  70  Wynford  Dr,  Don  Mills,  ON). 
Embracing  the  Exile:  Healing  Journeys 
of  Gay  Christians  by  John  E  Fortunato. 
Seabury  Press. 

Understudies  —  Theatre  and  Sexual 
Politics  by  Michelene  Wandor. 
Methuen.  $9.50. 

Southern  Discomfort  by  Rita  Mae 
Brown.  Harper  &  Row,  $13.50.  Latest 
from  Ruby  fruit  Jungle  author. 
Oscar  Wilde  in  Canada  by  Kevin 
O'Brien.  Personal  Library,  $16.95. 
Wilde  toured  Canada  100  years  ago  this 
year.  Includes  anecdotes  and  lectures. 

New  from  Gay  Sunshine  Press  (Box 
40397,  San  Francisco,  CA  94140  —  add 
75C  postage/ handling).  US  prices: 
Dinner  for  Two:  A  Gay  Sunshine 
Cookbook  by  Rick  Leed.  $8.95. 
Flesh:  True  Homosexual  Experiences. 
Sequel  to  Meat.  $10  each.  Excerpts  from 
STH  (Straight  to  Hell),  with  men  writing 
about  their  most  intimate  sexual  en- 
counters, including  S&M,  water  sports, 
sex  with  cops,  priests,  athletes.  Illus- 
trated. Both  gay  best  sellers.  One 
reviewer  called  them  "a  visionary  labor 
of  love  and  social  disobedience." 

Now  in  paperback: 

Deaf  to  the  City  by  Marie-Claire  Blais. 
Penguin,  $9.95.  An  "imaginative  and 
artistic  tour  de  force"  set  in  the  alley- 
ways of  old  Montreal,  this  novel  won 
the  1980  Governor-General's  Award. 
Homosexual  Behaviour:  A  Modern  Re- 
appraisal ediied  by  Judd  Marmor.  Basic 
Books,  $13.75. 
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Erotic  tension,  conflict,  intensity:  Above,  a  George  Piatt  Lynes  nude  from  1950:  below,  tiisphotograptiof  Bill  Miller.  1951:  "ttie  element  of  passion  makes  ttiem  timeless' 


the  home  fires  entirely  and  simply  set  up 
new  hearths  in  Paris,  Lynes  (frustrated 
perhaps  by  the  exclusivity  of  artistic  life 
in  the  charmed  city)  came  back  to  his 
roots.  And,  out  of  necessity,  embraced 
the  split  life. 

What  Lynes  produced  on  his  twilight 
time  possesses  a  self-awareness  seldom 
found  in  the  "acceptable"  American  art 
of  the  period.  As  freedom  of  sexual  ex- 
pression was  denied  him,  this  self- 
awareness  manifested  itself  in  erotic  ten- 
sion, conflict,  intensity.  To  capture 
these  moods,  he  frequently  reUed  on 
high-contrast  techniques.  Sometimes  the 
contrast  between  dark  and  Ught  was 
rendered  metaphorically:  dark  is  silence, 
stillness,  distance,  expectation;  light  is 
touch,  depth,  weight,  fulfillment.  How- 
ever he  used  it,  his  work  with  contrast 
demonstrated  a  deep  and  wordless  un- 
derstanding of  existential  attitudes 


toward  human  responsibihty.  "You  ex- 
plain the  world  to  me  in  an  image," 
wrote  Albert  Camus,  "I  then  realize 
you  have  ended  in  poetry." 

To  identify  Lynes  as  a  topographer, 
therefore,  is  finally  to  reduce  his  genius. 
All  of  his  works,  but  especially  his  male 
nudes  and  portraits  of  lovers  and 
friends,  reverberate  with  a  richness  of 
meaning  that  goes  f£ir  beyond  command 
of  craft.  Certainly  there  is  technique 
enough  in  his  photographs  to  involve 
the  ardent  student  in  many  seminars' 
worth  of  discussion;  his  experiments 
with  light,  particularly  his  use  of  minim- 
al light  during  his  Hollywood  Hills  days 
(1945-1948),  could  bear  an  essay  or  two. 
Lynes  juxtaposed  textures  and  surfaces 
to  elucidate  the  theme  of  a  photograph; 
he  photographed  objects  —  like  rope, 
screens,  beds,  ashtrays,  mirrors  —  as 
symbols  to  complement  the  "interior 


landscape"  (as  Martha  Graham  would 
have  it).  His  photographs  are  essays  in 
compositional  technique.  Historians  can 
find  deUght  in  tracing  Neo-Classical, 
Surrealist  and  Neo-Romantic  strains  in 
his  work.  Nonetheless,  Lynes's  photo- 
graphs remain  interesting  primarily  be- 
cause of  the  feeling  element.  The  ele- 
ment of  passion  makes  them  timeless. 

Take  the  young  man  curling  up  from 
his  tumbled  sheets,  above,  or  the  blond 
with  his  broad  back  turned  to  a  win- 
dow's gift  of  streaming  light,  or  the 
sweaty  throat  of  Bill  Miller  against  a 
graffitied  wall  —  these  pictures  could 
have  been  taken  yesterday  or  the  day 
before.  In  them  we  can  gUmpse  the  in- 
spiration of  certain  less-inhibited  con- 
temporary masters  of  the  male  photo: 
Duane  Michaels,  Robert  Mapplethorpe 
or  even  Biueboy's  former  resident 
photographer,  Sodoma.  Everyone  will 
have  his  or  her  favourite  picture  —  mine 
is  the  moody,  full-length  study  of 
Lynes's  lover,  George  Tichenor,  taken 
three  years  before  the  young  man's 
death  in  World  War  II,  but  even  those 
pictures  blessed  with  sunlight  or  playful- 
ness (like  the  one  of  a  pair  of  fair-haired 
acrobats)  are  bound  to  strike  the  choos- 
er as  poignant.  Anything  as  brutally 
tender  as  Lynes's  vision  of  human  sex- 
uality could  not  be  otherwise. 

Woody's  collection  of  Lynes  photo- 
graphs may  cost  you  $35.  It's  worth  a 
fortune. 

Graham  Jackson  D 
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Delights  and 
mixed  blessings 

Calamus:  Male  Homosexuality  in  Twentieth- 
Century  Literature.  Edited  by  David  Gallo- 
way and  Christian  Sabisch,  Quill  (William 
Morrow),  1981.  Cloth  $15  95.  paper  $8  95 
Gay  Sunshine  Journal,  No  47.  Edited  by 
Winston  Leyland.  Gay  Sunshine  Press,  Box 
40397,  San  Francisco,  CA  94140.  1981 
Cloth  $20  00.  paper  $7  95. 


Panthology  One:  Stories  About  Boy-Love. 

Edited  by  Frank  Torey,  Pan/Spartacus,  Box 
3496, 1001  AG,  Amsterdam,  The  Nether- 
lands. 1981.  $8.25 

The  last  two  or  three  years  have  seen  the 
publication  of  a  number  of  lesbian  and 
gay  literary  anthologies,  welcome  mile- 
stones recording  our  literary  traditions 
and  pointing  the  directions  gay  writing 
is  taking. 

The  first  such  anthology  was  lolaus, 
pubHshed  in  1902  by  the  pioneer  homo- 
sexual emancipationist  Edward  Carpen- 
ter. Then  (apart  from  some  privately 
printed  volumes)  there  was  nothing  until 
1953,  when  Donald  Webster  Cory's  solid 
fiction  anthology  21  Variations  on  a 
Theme  appeared.  Eight  years  later,  the 
Canadian  poet  Patrick  Anderson  com- 
pleted his  friend  Alistair  Sutherland's 
plans  for  a  wider-ranging  selection.  This 
was  Eros:  An  Anthology  of  Male 
Friendship.  Most  later  collections  have 
emphasized  contemporary  writing. 

The  most  recent  additions  to  the 
growing  shelf  of  anthologies  are  a 
5(X)-page  compendium  of  male  homo- 
sexuality in  twentieth-century  literature, 
the  latest  issue  of  Gay  Sunshine  maga- 
zine (now  an  annual),  and  a  collection 
of  "boy-love"  stories  published  in 
Holland. 

Calamus,  the  hefty  volume  edited  by 
Christian  Sabisch  and  American  novel- 
ist David  Galloway,  includes  a  number 
of  gay  classics:  Sherwood  Anderson's 
"Hands,"  D  H  Lawrence's  "The  Prus- 
sian Officer,"  Isherwood's  "On  Reugen 
Island,"  Cocteau's  "The  While  Paper," 
James  T  Farrell's  "A  Casual  Incident," 
and  a  selection  of  Cavafy's  poetry.  The 
editors  realize  thai  some  of  these  titles 
have  become  standard  gay  anthology 
pieces,  but  rightly  include  them  to 
"establish  the  historical  dimension." 

Their  less  predictable  choices  are 
rather  a  mixed  blessing.  Proficiency  in 
several  European  languages  has  enabled 
Galloway  and  Sabi.sch  to  make  selec- 
tions from  a  number  of  authors  little- 
known  to  English-language  readers.  Un- 
fortunately, most  of  the  translations  are 
of  disappointing  minor  works  that  arc 
sometimes  of  peripheral  gay  interest. 
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Though  the  editors'  notes  on  the  Dutch 
poet  Willem  de  Merode,  for  example, 
arouse  an  eager  curiosity,  his  poem 
"Ganymede"  is  a  slightly  embarrassing 
piece  of  erotic  sentimentality  reflecting 
only  the  author's  literary  influences  and 
his  unhappy  isolation  (forced  on  him 
after  a  prison  sentence  for  "seducing  a 
minor").  The  selection  by  Witold  Gom- 
browicz  is  a  boring  one  (though  admit- 
tedly it  would  be  hard  to  find  a  selection 
from  Gombrowicz  that  is  not  boring).  It 
does  serve  to  give  the  Poles  a  place  in 
the  pantheon  of  gay  authors. 

The  most  interesting  of  the  Euro- 
peans unearthed  by  Galloway  and  Sab- 
isch  is  the  Romanian  Matel  Caragiale, 
an  intriguing  if  derivative  disciple  of 
Poe,  Baudelaire  and  Wilde.  And  it's 
good  to  see  one-act  plays  by  Leroi  Jones 
and  William  Inge  included  —  worthy 
items  unacknowledged  by  previous 
anthologists. 

Some  readers  may  find  it  annoying 
that  transvestism  and  female  impersona- 
tion (central  themes  of  Galloway's  novel 
Melody  Jones)  are  featured  in  a  dispro- 
portionate number  of  the  stories,  some- 
times overshadowing  any  specifically 
gay  content.  A  number  of  such  pieces 
have  been  chosen  over  other  relevant 
works  by  the  same  authors. 

There  are  minor  irritations  in  the  edit- 
orial notes.  The  publicity  distributed 
with  the  book  makes  the  claim  that 
"unlike  previous  collections  of  'gay  lit- 
erature,' the  common  thread  here  is  the 
theme  of  same-sex  relationships  and  not 
the  sexual  orientation  of  the  writers." 
This  is  nonsense.  All  the  important  gay 
anthologies  are  subject  anthologies; 
none  is  concerned  with  the  contributors' 
sex  lives. 

I  was  pleased  to  see  one  of  my  own 
favorite  pieces  included,  Louis  Wilkin- 
son's very  funny  "The  Better  End,"  but 
the  editors'  notes  give  no  indication  that 
this  is  a  clever  parody  of  Henry  James. 
Nor  do  they  mention  Wilkinson's  im- 
portant friendship  with  Oscar  Wilde 
and  Aleister  Crowley.  The  notes  state 
that  Yukio  Mishima's  suicide  was  assist- 
ed by  "one  of  his  followers."  In  fact,  it 
was  a  double  love-suicide  by  Mishima 
and  his  lover,  Masakatsu  Morita.  And, 
in  the  table  of  contents,  incorrect  dates 
are  given  for  Frank  O'Hara's  birth  and 
death,  though  the  dates  are  correct  in 
the  notes.  These  are  a  few  unfortunate 
distractions  in  the  otherwise  informative 
notes. 

With  its  forty-seventh  issue,  the  indis- 
pensible  Gay  Sunshine  has  now  trans- 
formed itself  into  an  annual  anthology, 
though  it  is  still  nominally  a  magazine. 
Editor  Winston  Leyland  has  drawn  on  a 
wide  variety  of  material  and  produced 
an  engrossing  collection.  The  short  nov- 
el Costa  Brava  by  Dutch  writer  Fritz 
Bernard,  which  appears  in  this  edition, 
was  written  in  1958  and  has  attained 
some  small  fame  for  its  pedophile 
theme.  It  is  not  altogether  convincing: 
the  beloved  boy  grows  up  to  marry  a 
manufacturer's  daughter  and  becpme  a 
famous  poet.  E  A  Lacey's  two  poems 
about  Arab  boys  in  the  same  collection 
are  more  vivid  and  truthful  than  Ber- 
nard's thirty  pages. 

Among  the  other  delights  are  two 
lively,  powerful  stories  —  Robert 
Gluck's  "Sex  Story"  and  Michael  Lem- 
beck's  "The  Charm  of  the  Great  Ameri- 
can Desert."  Both  achieve  the  difficult 
art  of  integrating  unabashed  erotic  wri- 
ting into  an  inteUigent  non-pornograph- 
ic narrative.  Gluck's  story,  an  excerpt 
from  a  longer  work,  is  a  demanding 
tour  de  force  of  imaginative  writing  that 
leaves  one  wanting  more.  Lembeck's 
piece,  about  a  young  man  who  agrees  to 
meet  a  boy  he  knows  only  as  a  voice 
saying  hot  things  over  the  phone,  is 


equally  enjoyable,  and  has  an  amusing 
surprise  ending. 

Panthology  One  is  subtitled  "Stories 
About  Boy-Love":  the  back-cover 
blurb  describes  the  selection  as  an 
"optimistic  fiction  on  which  to  hang  a 
happy  dream."  This  view  of  boy /man 
relationships  as  a  day-dream  leads  to  a 
series  of  jokey,  pleasant  and  unsubstan- 
tial tales,  essentially  wish-fulfillment 
fantasies. 

Both  Calamus  and  Panthology  One 
have  well-designed,  beautifully  illustra- 
ted covers,  by  Michael  Mauceri  and 
Mario  de  Graaf  respectively.  Gay  Sun- 
shine Journal  has  a  murky  pink-and-red 
drawing  of  an  androgynous  youth  pull- 
ing down  his  bikini.  It  is  unappealing, 
though  not  as  breathtakingly  hideous  as 
the  covers  of  recent  Malcolm  Boyd  and 
Gore  Vidal  books  from  the  same  press. 

Ian  Young D 


A  new  catalogue  of  almost  seventy- five 
videotapes  and  films  available  for  rental  or 
purchase  has  been  put  out  by  Vancouver's 
Women  in  Focus  Aiis  and  Media  Centre. 

Women  in  Focus  originated  as  a  film  pro- 
duction group  in  1974,  but  soon  expanded 
its  activities,  and  began  a  distribution  net- 
work to  make  women-produced  films  avail- 
able across  Canada  and  the  USA. 

The  catalogue  Includes  such  Women  in 
Video  productions  as  '  't^arie-Claire  Blais: 
An  Interview, "  "Women  Composers, "  and 
"Del  Martin  and  Phyllis  Lyon,  "  a 
videocassette  interview  with  the  two 
organizers  of  Daughters  of  Bilitis,  in  the  50s, 
and  authors  of  the  widely-read  Lesbian 
Woman.  Also  available  are  "Lesbians 
Against  the  Right"  (Amelia  Productions)  and 
"Lesbian  !\Jlothers ' '  (by  Billie  Carroll  and 
Ellen  Frank). 

The  catalogue  may  be  obtained  from  Suite 
204-456  West  Broadway,  Vancouver,  BC 
V5Y  1R3  (telephone:  (604)  872-2250).  If 
possible,  please  include  a  $2  contribution  for 
the  catalogue.  D 

This  issue's  writers 

When  not  pursuing  nuns.  John  Allec  eeeeks  out 
a  living  typesetting  at  TBP...  Gay  Bell  Is  a  writer/- 
pertormance  artist  with  an  Interest  In  Quebec  femi- 
nist literature...  Graham  Jackson's  dance  work, 
"Frostwatch."  was  recently  perlormed  by  the 
Toronto  Dance  Theatre      Heidi  Laudon's  work  has 
previously  appeared  in  The  Antigonish  Review. . . . 
Michael  Lynch  finished  his  article  on  IVIary  t^/leigs 
just  as  he  was  being  wheeled  into  the  operating 
room  for  minor  surgery.    .  Elinor  Mahoney,  a  pho- 
tographer and  cinema  buff,  still  has  a  hopeless 
passion  for  Gary  Grant   .   Lionel  Morton  lives  and 
writes  in  Toronto.  . .  Joy  Parks  has  written  for  sev- 
eral women's  periodicals  and  literary  magazines.  .. 
Phil  Shaw  knows  that  activism  and  mime  can  go 
together  ..   David  Townsend  studies  medieval  liter- 
ature and  IS  a  member  of  Lutherans  Concerned/- 
Toronto  . .   Michael  Wade  writes  the  movie  blurbs 
for  rep's  Out  in  the  City  .    Ian  Young's  latest 
anthology  Is  Overlooked  and  Underrated  from  Little 
Ceasar  Press 


Starting  over 

Reviving  an  old  column  is  much  like 
beginning  a  new  love  affair.  You  try  to 
learn  from  the  past  to  keep  doing  the 
things  that  worked  before,  and  forget 
what  wasn't  quite  right.  Some  readers 
may  remember  "Tapestries,"  a  column 
that  appeared  in  TBP  a  few  years  ago, 
which  provided  information  on  the 
lesbian-feminist  publishing  world.  I 
hope  that  "Shared  Ground"  will  pro- 
vide the  same  service,  as  well  as  make 
some  new  friends  of  its  own. 

For  readers  who  want  to  keep  up  on 
what  is  happening  in  women's  publish- 
ing, check  out  Motheroot  Journal  (214 
Dewey  St,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15218,  $5 
US).  I've  been  watching  Motheroot 
closely  for  more  than  a  year.  Editor 
Anne  Pride  provides  an  up-to-date 
quarterly  reference  guide  to  women's 
small-press  publications.  Motheroot's 
coverage  ranges  from  a  full-page  review 
of  The  Cancer  Journals  (by  well-known 
writer  Audre  Lorde)  to  reviews  of  books 
from  the  tiniest  independent  publishers. 
The  most  useful  feature  of  Motheroot  is 
Anne  Pride's  "At  Random"  column  in 
which  the  editor  briefly  comments  on 
recently  published  books  and  provides 
information  on  current  projects  of 
various  presses  and  periodicals.  One  of 
the  most  informative  and  reliable  jour- 
nals available  and  definitely  a  worth- 
while guide  to  new  writing  by  women. 

Readers  interested  in  literary  potluck 
will  enjoy  the  most  recent  issue  of  Les- 
bian Voices  (Vol  IV,  No  2:  Box  2066, 
San  Jose,  CA  95109,  $10  US).  The  issue 
contains  political  essays;  results  of  a 
recent  survey  on  the  relationship  be- 
tween lesbianism,  women's  Uberation 
and  gay  men;  a  short  story  by  Sheila 
Ortiz  Taylor  (author  of  Faultline  —  see 
Jan /Feb  TBP);  a  one-act  play;  and  a 
small  but  determined  poetry  section. 
"And  I  thought  I  had  let  you  go,"  a 
short  poem  by  Michelle  Connelly,  exem- 
plifies the  literary  work  presented  in 
Lesbian  Voices: 

When  I  think  of  her 

arching 

so  her  breasts  feather  mine 

I  forget 

as  she  and  I  slept 

I  dreamt 

I  was  making  love 

with  you. 
Lesbian  Voices  attempts  to  use  a  variety 
of  literary  forms;  most  of  the  material  is 
fair  to  very  good.  Something  worth 
looking  for. 

The  newborn  lesbian-feminist  quar- 
terly Common  Lives/Lesbian  Lives 
(Box  1553,  Iowa  City,  Iowa  52244,  $10 
US),  has  been  receiving  considerable 
notice,  even  here  in  Canada  (so  far 
away  from  Iowa!)  I've  read  the  first 
issue  and  heard  favourable  comments 
from  others  who  have  seen  it;  I  think 
CL/LL  can  count  on  a  long  life  span. 
The  magazine  is  more  than  a  literary 
journal:  it  proposes  to  be  a  developing 
herstory  text  of  lesbian  culture,  a 
culture  that  has  been  ignored  too  long. 
CL/LL's  policy  is  to  edit  the  work  they 
receive  for  clarity  only,  and  the  editors 
make  an  effort  to  keep  the  work  in  its 
original  from  to  preserve  the  voice  of 
the  writer.  Don't  take  that  to  mean  the 
writing  is  sloppy  or  poorly  done. 


CL/LL  is  well-crafted,  visually  appeal- 
ing and  very  readable.  Since  the  focus  is 
on  the  herstory  of  lesbians,  much  of  the 
material  deals  with  issues  that  predate 
women's  liberation  —  the  secret  society 
and  role  playing,  the  social  studies  they 
didn't  teach  us  in  school,  the  stories  of 
our  own  people.  One  such  bit  of  her- 
story is  "Ester's  Story,"  by  Joan 
Nestle,  a  tale  of  a  passing  woman  who 
visited  the  old  Sea  Colony  Bar,  (The  Sea 
Colony  was  a  women's  bar  in  Green- 
wich Village  in  the  Fifties  and  Sixties 
and  had  an  enormous  reputation  for 
being  a  wild  place.)  The  story  describes 
the  details  of  role-playing  and  the 
importance  of  dress  and  mannerism;  it 
conveys  some  of  the  mystique  of  the 
time.  By  the  way,  Joan  Nestle  and 
Deborah  Edel  operate  the  Lesbian 
Herstory  Archives  in  New  York  City 
and  would  appreciate  letters,  journals, 
mauscripts,  photographs  or  anything 
else  you  would  like  preserved  (Box 
1258,  New  York,  NY  10016). 

Last  April,  the  Feminist  Writers' 
Guild  announced  the  winners  of  the 
"Woman  of  Promise"  poetry  award. 
First  prize  went  to  Becky  Dennison 
Sakellariou  of  Athens,  Greece,  second 
to  Aleida  Rodriguez  of  Los  Angeles  and 
third  to  Bonnie  Johnson  of  Newfane, 
NY.  Remember  those  names:  I  suspect 
they  will  be  popping  up  in  a  number  of 
women's  periodicals.  The  winning 
poems  will  be  published  in  the  Winter 
1981  issue  of  13th  Moon  (Drawer  F, 
Inwood  Station,  New  York,  NY  10034). 
If  you  haven't  seen  13th  Moon,  make 
the  effort  to  look  for  it.  It's  one  of  the 
few  literary  magazines  that  has  survived 
for  a  number  of  years.  As  well,  the 
Feminist  Writers'  Guild  is  a  good  source 
of  information  for  lesbians  and  can  help 
writers  who  want  to  correspond  with 
other  lesbian  writers. 

With  a  little  digging,  you  might  be 
able  to  find  Jan  Clausen's  Walking  at 
the  Bottom  of  the  Dark  (Long  Haul 
Press:  Box  592,  Van  Brunt  Stafion, 
Brooklyn  NY  1 1215  $3  US).  This  book, 
pubished  in  1979,  is  Clausen  at  her  best: 
the  volume  contains  honest,  sometimes 
witty,  always  moving  poetry.  Clausen 
writes  with  a  depth  and  clarity  that 
probe  into  lesbian  experience;  her 
poems  bring  home  the  truth.  If  you 
haven't  read  any  of  Clausen's  work, 
here  is  a  sample  of  what  you've  been 
missing: 

And  though  I  know  your  body  by 

my  own 

i  need  to  fit  my  disembodied  hands 

around  the  difficult  answers  of  your 

bones 

and  want  to  float  you  always  when  i 

plunge 

all  the  way  down 

to  tongue  you  into  darkly  grieving 

waves, 

not  of  the  sea-kind,  but  more 

resonant  ones. 

from  "likeness" 

That's  all  for  now.  Next  month,  a 
look  at  new  releases  from  Naiad  Press. 
If  you've  unearthed  a  find  that  deserves 
some  notice,  send  it  to  Shared  Ground, 
TBP,  Box  7289,  Station  A,  Toronto  ON 
M5W  lX9."n 
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Contests!  Prizes!  Records!  Books! 


It's  both  encouraging  and  frustrating 
that  this  column's  8,000  words  a  year 
can't  cover  all  the  gay  titles  put  out  by 
small  presses,  even  with  some  books  re- 
viewed elsewhere  in  the  paper.  Here  are 
some  good  ones  I've  missed  simply  be- 
cause I  ran  out  of  space. 

Memoirs:  Herbert  Huncke,  The  Eve- 
ning Sun  Thrned  Crimson,  $5,  Cherry 
Valley  Editions,  c/o  Book  Bus,  892 
Clinton  Ave,  Rochester,  NY  14620. 
Recollections  by  this  central  figure  of 
the  "Beat  Generation":  Ginsberg,  Bur- 
roughs, gay  sex,  hustlers  and  the  drug 


Cover  photograph  from  Luis  Zapata's 
i\(ionis  Garcia:  rare  Latin  American  gay  lit 

scene  in  the  New  York  City  of  the  '40s, 
written  in  an  artlessly  engaging  style.... 
Samuel  M  Steward,  Chapters  from  an 
Autobiography,  $5.95,  Grey  Fox  Press, 
Box  3 1 4 1 1 ,  San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 3 1 . 
Steward  was  a  writer,  tattoo  artist,  pro- 
fessor, friend  of  Kinsey  and  Gertrude 
Stein,  author  of  the  "Phil  Andros" 
books.  An  engrossing  read  with  won- 
derful chapters  on  the  author's  literary 
and  sexual  pilgrimages  to  Lord  Alfred 
Douglas  and  Andr^  Gide....  Derek 
Creole,  Giants  in  the  Shadow,  $5,  Hig- 
ginson  Journal,  4508  38th  St,  Brent- 
wood, MD  20722.  One  of  the  most  hon- 
est and  unguarded  gay  memoirs  begins 
after  the  death  of  the  author's  long-time 
lover.  Almost  clinical  accounts  of 
friendships  and  S/M  scenes  take  on  a 
quasi-surrealistic  charm....  Howard 
Griffin,  Conversations  with  Auden, 
$5.95,  Grey  Fox  Press  (address  above). 
Auden's  scholarly  table-talk,  unfortu- 
nately with  most  of  the  gossip 
removed....  Letters  to  Christopher: 
Stephen  Spender's  Letters  to  Chris- 
topher Isherwood.  1929-1939.  $7.50 
(paper),  $14  (cloth).  Black  Sparrow 


Press,  Box  3993,  Santa  Barbara,  CA 
93105.  Fascinating  correspondence  from 
the  *30s,  augmented  by  even  more 
engaging  journal  extracts. 

Novels:  Luis  Zapata,  Adonis  Garcia, 
$7.95  (paper),  $20  (cloth),  Gay  Sunshine 
Press,  Box  40397,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94140.  An  intriguing  experimental  novel 
about  a  Mexican  street  hustler,  expertly 
translated  by  Canadian  poet  E  A  Lacey. 
One  of  the  few  available  works  of  Latin 
American  gay  literature....  Dan  Dakota, 
Rezo  Strange,  $5.95,  Leaf  Press,  841 
Lucile  (N°  3),  Los  Angeles,  CA  90026. 
The  first  gay  western,  this  sweet,  low- 
key  romance  is  a  long  overdue  addition 
to  the  genre....  Leo  Skir,  Boychick. 
This  1971  novel  about  a  Jewish  graduate 
student's  erotic  involvement  with  a  win- 
some teenager  has  never  had  the  public 
it  deserves.  The  original  edition  is  avail- 
able again  for  $6.95  from  Elysian 
Fields,  81-13  Broadway,  Elmhurst,  NY 
11373....  J  R  Ackerley,  We  Think  the 
World  of  You,  $5.95,  Creative  Arts,  833 
Bancroft  Way,  Berkeley,  CA  94710.  A 
new  reprint  of  this  classic  novel  of  a 
man  (gay  but  not  happy)  and  his  dog. 

Plays:  Harvey  Fierstein,  Torch  Song 
Trilogy,  $5.95,  Gay  Presses  of  New 
York,  Box  294,  New  York,  NY  10014. 
The  popular  International  Stud  (the 
States'  version  of  Hosannah)  and  its 
two  sequels.  It's  not  necessary  to  agree 
with  Clive  Barnes  ("Gay  liberation  has 
rarely  appeared  more  liberated")  to  en- 
joy these....  Noel  Greig  and  Drew  Grif- 
fiths, As  Time  Goes  By  and  The  Dear 
Love  of  Comrades,  $6,  Gay  Men's 
Press,  27  Priory  Ave,  London  N8  7RN. 
Two  plays  about  groups  of  men  "caught 
up  in  history,  yet  alienated  from  it  by 
the  violence  practised  against  them." 
The  Dear  Love  of  Comrades  focuses  on 
the  life  of  Edward  Carpenter. 

Short  Stories:  Richard  Hall,  Coup- 
lings, $5.95,  Grey  Fox  Press  (address 
above).  Accomplished  short  stories  cen- 
tred around  the  idea  of  the  couple,  of 
"doubleness,"  its  sufferings  and  re- 
wards, by  one  of  our  most  sane  and 
thoughtful  writers....  Paul  Bowles,  Mid- 
night Mass,  $6  (paper),  $14  (cloth). 
Black  Sparrow  Press  (address  above). 
The  latest  collection  from  this  teller  of 
masterful,  if  often  grim,  tales....  Gore 
Vidal,  A  Thirsty  Evil,  $7.95  (paper),  $20 
(cloth),  Gay  Sunshine  Press  (address 
above).  This  reprint  of  an  acclaimed 
volume  of  short  stories,  first  published 
in  1956,  is  Vidal  at  his  best.  A  treat! 

Visuals:  Sometime  TBP  contributor 
Tim  Guest  is  co-author  with  Germano 
Celant  of  Books  by  Artists  ($12,  Art 
Metropole,  217  Richmond  St  W,  Toron- 
to), a  catalogue  with  essays  on  illus- 
trated books  by  experimental  artists.... 
Gay  Comix  N"  2  (Krupp  Comic  Works, 
2  Swamp  Road,  Princeton,  WI  54968), 
though  not  up  to  the  standard  of  N"  1 , 
iswell  worth  $1.25. f  1 


What  singer/songwriter  issued  two 
landmark  gay  albums.  Many  Hand 
Band  and  Manchild,  in  the  mid -70s? 
First  Canadian  and  non-Canadian 
correct  answers  will  each  elicit  a  copy 
of  David  Sereda  's  new  album 
Chivalry  Lives. '. 
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John  R.  Higgins 

Barrister  and  Solicitor 


80  Richmond  Street  West 
Suite  307 
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M5H2A7 
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CONTAOr. 

A  subscription  to  The  Body  Politic  is  one  of  the  best  ways  to  keep  in  touch  with 
what  other  lesbians  and  gay  men  are  doing  all  across  Canada,  the  USA  and  around  the  world. 
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YOU'RE  ON  THE  RIGHT  TRACK 

WITH 

''GOOD  TIMES 
COMING'' 

The  Definitive  Gay  Travel  Guide 
For  Canada ,  America  and  Puerto  Rico 


e^ 


Unique  Because  It's  Loose-Leaf 
Listings  Are  Updated  Regularly 


Accomodations,  Bars, 
Baths,  Bookstores, 
Cinemas,  Discos,  Private 
Clubs,  Restaurants, 
Taverns,  Women's  Places 
and  Much  More! 


$9.00 
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$9.00  U.S.  Funds     Includes  postage  and  handling 
Satisfaction  Guaranteed  or  Money  Refunded! 

|J&  J  PUBLISHERS  2318-2nd  Avenue,  No. 50 

Dept.  TBP 
Seattle,  WA  98121 


Friends 


National 


WANTED;  LESBIAN  (Preferably  oriental,  but  not 
necessarily)  with  Canadian  citizenship,  to  marry  an 
oriental  gay  male  for  convenience.  Arrangement  will 
be  discussed  for  the  convenience  of  both  sides.  Draw- 
er  C714. 

Friends/female 


National 


WOMAN,  20,  SENSITIVE,  intelligent,  joyfully  out 
after  troubled  and  straight  adolescence,  seeks  corres- 
pondence with  lesbians  willing  to  share  experiences. 
Am  journalist,  enjoy  non-fiction,  music,  sports.  Will 
reply.  Drawer  C723. 


Northern  Ontario 


WOMAN  WANTED  by  intelligent,  concupiscent 
woman-loving  woman.  Career  oriented  in  social  ser- 
vices. Slender,  lustrous  black  hair  and  eyes,  radiant 
smile,  magic  29  years  old.  Interested  in  astrology,  mu- 
sic, dancing.  Write  Michelle,  Box  649,  Callander,  ON 
POH'IHO. 


l\/lontreal 


MONTREAL.  FUN-LOVING  woman,  24,  would 
like  to  meet  honest  straight-acting  girl  for  a  great  dis- 
creet relationship.  Into  all  sports,  entertainment  and 
travel.  I'm  5'6"  135  lbs,  cute  and  financially  secure. 
Expect  same.  Drawer  C734. 

Friends/male 


International 


1982  INTERNATIONAL  MODELS  DIRECTORY. 
Gay  models  directory  with  models'  photos  and  phone 
numbers.  Published  by  Malebox  Magazine.  Second 
big  year.  Send  $10  for  Models  Directory  and  sample  of 
Malebox  Magazine.  Both  48  pages.  Send  to  Malebox 
Magazine,  291  Divisadero,  San  Francisco,  CA  94117 
USA. 

BLACK/WHITE,  ASIAN,  HISPANIC  gays/les- 
bians—manycontacts.  Write:  Quarterly-ZF,  279Col- 
lingwood,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114.  Or  call  (415) 

431-0458,  24  hours. 

CAN  YOU  HELP  ME  immigrate  to  Canada?  GWM 
25  needs  job  and  legal  help.  Former  Vancouver  BC 
resident .  Reply  to  Dan ,  Box  320102,  Tampa,  FL  33679 

USA. 

HELP!  It's  not  an  easy  search.  I'm  looking  for  a 
lover/mate  to  squat  in  the  Alaskan  or  Canadian  wild- 
erness.  Jim  Jones,  Box  106,  Bethel,  MN  55005. 
LONDON,  ENGLAND.  CHINESE  STUDENT,  23, 
boyish,  homely,  good  humoured,  5'6"  seeks  active/ 
masculine,  reasonably  good-looking  professional 
businessman,  well-proportioned,  35-55,  for  contin- 
uous friendship,  but  correspond  meanwhile.  Inten- 
tion to  visit  Eastern  Canada  1982,  settle  later.  Please 
write:  10  Greyladies  Gardens,  Wattyler  Rd,  London 

SEIO  ENGLAND. 

WHITE  AMERICAN  seeks  correspondence  with 
youth.  I'm  25, 6'  145  lbs,  lonely.  You  throwaway,  run- 
away, needing  home,  relationship.  I'll  answer.  Draw- 
er C696. 


National 


good  body,  together.  Limits  discussed.  Send  photo, 
specifics.  Drawer  C715. 

FRENCH  WHITE  MALE,  28,  135  lbs,  5'10".  Artist 
living  in  Vancouver  for  two  years.  Want  to  meet  a  nice 
guy.  I  like  tall  slim  men.  Prefer  beard  or  moustache. 
Black  men  are  quite  welcome.  For  relationship  or  vis- 
iting. Send  photo  if  possible.  All  letters  answered. 
Drawer  C689.         _^ 

FRIENDLY  WM,  27,  seeks  friendsof  similar  age  who 
are  athletes  or  just  follow  the  sports  scene.  All  letters 
answered.  Discretion  assured.  Box  67312,  Vancouver, 
BC  VSW  3T1. 

Northwest  Territories 

YELLOWKNIFE,  NWT  — GWM,  29,  5'n"  160 lbs. 
Goodlooking  and  athletic,  wishes  to  meet  other  gays 
and  straight-appearing.  Dominant,  yet  versatile  and 
easygoing.  Understanding  and  quiet.  Enjoys  jogging, 
movies  and  get-togethers.  Write  with  phone  number 
and  address.  Discretion  assured.  Drawer  C691. 


British  Columbia 


FRIENDLY,  BEARDED  country  man  (36,  5'1I"  150 
lbs)  seeks  lover  for  homesteading  life  in  liny,  isolated 
community  —  or  wherever  spirit  moves  us  around 
world.  Sean,  Argenta,  BC  VOG  IBO. 


Victoria 


YOUNG  GWM,  30,  5'10"  160  lbs,  clean,  discreet, 
outdoor  type  to  meet  guy  18-35.  First-timers  OK. 
Photo,  phone  appreciated.  Box  7043,  Depot  D,  Vic- 
toria, BCV9B4Z2^ 


Vancouver 


ATHLETIC  GAY  MALE,  27,  new  to  Vancouver, 
seeks  same  for  friendship.  Am  actively  involved  in 
swimming,  skiing,  jogging  and  light  weightliflingand 
have  been  for  several  years.  Masculine  men  preferred . 

Drawer  C690. 

DEDICATED  VANCOUVER  SLAVE  wanted  by 
well-built  master,  30,  5'8"  140  lbs.  Emphasis  on  total 
subservience,  long-term  obedience,  body-worship, 
physical  and  psychological  S&M.  Must  be  under  35, 


Alberta 


ATTRACTIVE  YOUNG  MALE,  masculine,  sin- 
cere, warm,  wide  interests,  new  to  Edmonton,  seeks 
friends  under  35.  All  replies  with  photo  answered. 
Drawer  C716. 

BUSINESSMAN,  41 ,  affectionate,  sense  of  humour, 
wide  variety  of  interests,  seeks  university  student  or 
other  interesting  men  who  feel  my  resources  might  be 

useful  for  regular  meetings.  Drawer  C651. 

CALGARY  GWM  GOOD-LOOKING  masculine 
5'6"  133  lbs,  brown  hair,  green  eyes,  honest  sincere, 
seeks  same  for  friendship/relationship.  Penpals,  just 
coming  out  OK  all  answered.  Photos  first.  Drawer 

C735. 

EDMONTON  UAB  ARTS  STUDENT  urgently 
seeks  same/similar  for  boyfriend.  Into  romance,  dat- 
ing etc.  I'm  23,  attractive,  theatre-type.  Photo  prefer- 

red.  First-timers  welcome.  Drawer  C686. 

GWM,  5'6"  160  lbs,  skiier,  jogger,  bodybuilder, 
discreet,  versatile,  masculine  seeks  similar  athletic 

type  for  easygoing  relationship.  Drawer  C739. 

MODELS  REQUIRED  in  Calgary.  Prefer  straight- 
looking  guys  with  form,  to  30.  I'm  27,  6'2"  eyes  of 
blue,  155  lbs,  blond.  Send  photo  if  possible.  Sorry, 

unable  to  remunerate.  Drawer  C683. 

OUTGOING  GAY  WHITE  MALE  would  enjoy 
hearing  from  other  gays.  I'm  34,  blue  eyes  and  brown 
hair.  Write  soon,  OK?  Drawer  C701. 


YOUNG  STUDENT  living  with  older  guy  wants  to 
hear  from  others  doing  the  same.  Voices  of  EXPERI- 

ENCE  PLEASE!  Drawer  C688. 

BRITISH  GUYS,  25,  30,  touring  Toronto  Ontario 
July  would  like  to  meet  Canadians  single  or  couples  to 
show  us  around  gay  scene.  Drawer  C741. 


Canada's  oldest  penpal  club 
for  gay  men. 

GOV 
fllATEi 


Members  across  Canada 
and  the  U.S. 


P.O.  Box  3043b,  Saskatoon 
Sask  S7K  3S9 


Manitoba 


ACTIVE,  WARM,  ROMANTIC  GWM,  25, 6'I"  170 
lbs,  seeks  friendship/relationship.  Prefer  tall,  heavy, 
black  or  francophone  men.  Will  answer  all  letters. 

Drawer  C704. 

BODYBUILDER,  WELL-ENDOWED,  30,  blue- 
eyed,  good-looking  (what  more  can  you  ask?)  wants 
to  meet  other  bodybuilders.   Discretion  essential. 

Drawer  C657. 

MALE,  30.  BODYBUILDING,  music,  cycling, 
healthful  living,  religion  (SDA).  Those  with  similar 

lifestyle  please  write.  Drawer  C685. 

WARM,  LOVING  MALE,  29,  dark  hair,  blue  eyes, 
overweight  would  like  to  meet  gay  men  for  possible  re- 
lationship, any  age.  Willing  to  help  young  men.  I'm 
looking  for  a  lover.  Drawer  C676. 


Northern  Ontario 


MASCULINE  MAN,  38,  5'10  1/2"  medium  build, 
well-educated,  attractive,  honest,  many  interests, 
wishes  to  meet  an  experienced,  together  masculine 
man  25-45  for  relationship;  one  who  shares  some  of 
following  interests  —  music,  opera,  theatre,  out- 
doors, individual  sports,  reading,  bridge,  friends, 
homelife  and  sharing.  Will  answer  responses  from 
anywhere  to  discover  compatible  mate.  Photo,  phone 
please.  Drawer  C752. 
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Southern  Ontario 


ALONE  WITH  MY  SIN  AND  DOUBT  I  seek  the 
truth  and  peace  that  will  set  me  free.  May  God  have 
mercy  and  grant  me  the  serenity  of  dignified  self-con- 
fidence. Niagara  man,  29  years  old,  seeks  the  advice 
and  counsel  of  other  gay  men  better  able  to  accept 
their  sexual  identity  than  himself.  Serious  replies  only 

please.  Drawer  C730.      

AVERAGE  BUILD,  HORNY,  versatile,  bisexual, 
discreet  married  guy  (heterosexual  marriage).  Inde- 
pendent and  ambitious  —  29,  5'8"  140  lbs.  Interests 
range  from  social  drink,  smoke,  skiing  etc.  Seeking 
hot  sessions  (quickies  or  longer)  with  masculine, 
straight-appearing  guys  up  to  age  27.  Free  relation- 
ship without  strings  or  commitments.  Will  be  spend- 
ing lots  of  time  up  North,  around  Barrie,  CoUing- 
wood  area.  Like  to  hear  from  other  frustrated  guy  out 
there.  For  a  get-together,  send  detailed  letter  and 
photo.  Discretion  assured.  Will  answer  all.  Drawer 

C684. 

FRUSTRATED  AND  SHY?  Mid-30s  male  offers 
sensitive  discreet  meetings  for  sexy  males  to  release 
their  repressed  fantasies  and  dreams.  Especially  greek 
passives  and  TVs.  Write  including  phone  number  and 
fantasies.  Intere.sting letters yeildearly response.  Mis- 
sissauga/Toronto.  Drawer  C737. 

HELP.  THERE  MUST  BE  a  young  presentable  mas- 
culine male  in  the  Hamilton  area  willing  to  show  me 
the  delights  of  gay  love.  Am  45-year-old  novice  very 
anxious  to  begin .  Discretion  a  must .  Reply  to  Box  86, 

Fruitland.  ON  LOR  ILO. 

GAY  MALE,  36,  new  in  Oshawa,  seeking  new  friends 
in  area,  honest  and  discreet,  open-minded,  enjoys  the 
classics,  theatre,  dancing  and  many  other  activities. 

Will  answer  all  replies.  Drawer  C708. 

GAY  WHITE  MALE,  40,  5'U"  180  lbs.  Shy  pipe 
smoker  would  like  to  meet  similar  young  (22-25)  fun- 
loving  guy  in  Unionville  area.  Please  send  photo  etc. 

Confidentiality  ensured.  Drawer  C693. 

GWM,  5'H"  175  lbs,  brown  hair,  blue  eyes,  mid  40s. 
Hobbies  are  reading,  the  outdoors,  music  and  work- 
ing out  at  gym.  Would  like  to  meet  guys  up  to  age  fifty 
for  possible  one-to-one  relationship.  Write  to  Tom, 

Box  263.  Niagara  Falls,  ON  L2E  6T3. 

LONDON  MALE,  24,  5'7"  135  lbs,  discreet  yet  soci- 
able; likes  movies,  art,  music;  seeks  a  real  friend, 
someone  to  talk  to,  go  out  with,  and  enjoy  life  with. 
Drawer  C749. 

MALE,  40s,  tall,  slim,  180  lbs,  clean,  honest,  lonely, 
seeks  same  for  discreet,  halcyon  relationship  in  Lind- 

say  area.  Need  of  love.  Drawer  C73I. 

WHITE  MALE,  24,  seeks  gay  male  under  24  for  fun 


times  and  get-togethers.  Box  234,  Streetsville,  ON 
L5M  2B8. 


Toronto 


AFFECTIONATE  GWM,  5'6"  130  lbs,  honest,  intel- 
ligent and  romantic.  Moving  to  Toronto  and  seeking 
friends  who  are  under  30,  slim  and  sincere.  Photo  and 

phone  appreciated.  Drawer  C717. 

ATTRACTIVE  MALE,  mid-thirties,  sensitive,  sin- 
cere yet  masculine,  seeks  some  TLC  from  attractive 
male,  21-35.  Drawer  C7I3. 

ATTRACTIVE  MASCULINE  MALE,  38,  6'  Black 
hair,  160  lbs,  seeks  slim  well-endowed  male  very  sex- 
ually active  height,  5'6"-5' 10"  between  26-40  for  last- 
ing relationship.  Sign  of  Leo.  Drawer  C750. 
BEG  FOR  IT!  Students  into  endurance,  bondage, 
crotch-torture,  ass-work,  tit-pain,  cocksucking.  Lim- 
its respected.  Long  kinky  sessions  with  hot  slim  at- 
tractive top,  35.  Photo/phone.  If  you  really  want  to 
work  for  it,  write  CARROT-ON-A-STICK,  208-1065 

Eglinton  Ave  West,  Toronto  ON  M6C  2E1. 

BISEXUAL  MALE,  mid-thirties,  Anglo-Saxon 
background,  5'H",  large  build,  would  like  to  meet 
other  bi  males  interested  in  getting  together  on  a  dis- 

creet  basis.  Drawer  C720. 

BUN  WARMING.  WM,  20,  very  cute  with  great 
buns,  seeks  spanking  buddies  for  given  and  taken. 


Tired  of  bars? 

Are  you  an  intelligent  gay  man  or 
woman  who  would  like  to  meet 
Other  intelligent  people?  Are  you 
looking  for  a  new  relationship,  a 
lover,  friends  or  roommates? 
Hundreds  and  hundreds  of  our 
members  would  like  to  get  to 
know  you. 

Serving  Toronto  —  Ontario  —  all 
areas  of  Canada,  most  areas  of 
the  United  States  —  and  world- 
wide. Call: 

CONTACT 

(212)232-5500 

Monday  through  Thursday 
1  p.m.  to  8  p.m. 


Trim  guys  write  Peter,  Box  405,  Don  Mills,  ON 

M3A  1V3. 

DO  YOU  CONSIDER  YOURSELF  a  hot  top?  I'm 
37,  tall,  lean,  good  body,  looks.  Definitely  hot  bottom 
with  few  limits.  Colours  vary  with  right  head-space. 
Let's  explore  hot  territory.  Send  phone  number  or  de- 
tailed  letter  with  photo  gets  reply.  Drawer  C712. 
EASYGOING  MALE,  Leaside  area,  thirties,  seeking 
close  friend,  attractive,  more  sensual  than  sexual, 
masculine,  caring  enough  to  take  time  for  friendship. 

Drawer  C726. 

EUROPEAN  GUY,  40s,  just  returned  to  Toronto, 
would  like  to  meet  black  guy  for  friendship,  possible 
relationship.  Any  age  contact.  Drawer  C724. 

YOUNG  BLACK  MALE  STUDENT,  masculine, 
5'8"  140  lbs,  seeks  rugged,  dominant,  masculine 
GWM  to  22.  Will  answer  all  replies.  Drawer  C705. 
GAY  GUY,  19,  NEW  TO  TORONTO,  good-looking, 
fairly  masculine,  straight-looking,  nice  body,  6'1" 
brown  hair,  easygoing.  Enjoy  dancing,  but  not  much 
into  gay  scene.  Same  or  very  similar  for  meaningful 

relationship.  Box  568,  Stn  J,  Toronto,  ON. 

GAY  WHITE  MALE,  32,  5'6"  155  lbs,  wishes  to 
meet  and  hear  from  another  single  white  male.  Prefer 
those  22  to  29.  Like  male  to  be  well-hung,  little  body 
hair,  clean-cut  and  masculine.  I'm  very  easygoing  and 
great  fun  to  be  around  with.  1  know  you're  out  there 
somewhere.  Send  photo,  phone  number  to  guarantee 
response.  Drawer  C711. 

GOOD-LOOKING  GUY,  greek  active,  french  pas- 
sive, 30,  6'  170  lbs,  hairy  body,  hung,  would  like  to 
meet  attractive  men  under  35  for  pleasure.  Discreet. 
(Married  men  welcome.)  Photo  and  frank  letter  re- 

quested.  Will  reciprocate.  Drawer  C751. 

GOOD-LOOKING  GUY,  27,  5'6'  slim,  well-hung, 
blond  hair,  green  eyes.  Willing  to  try  anything  once. 
Wants  young  slim  men  to  32.  Let's  fulfill  our  fantasies 
together.  Include  photo  and  phone.  Discretion  assur- 

ed.  Drawer  C692. 

HI!  I  HAVE  THIS  FANTASY  of  meetingasensuous, 
masculine,  muscular  male  21-40  and  doing  my  best  to 
make  him  happy.  Are  you  out  there?  Am  35,  profes- 
sionally employed,  5'11"  180  lbs,  Caucasian.  Drawer 

C722. 

HONEST,  SINCERE,  25,  6'2"  170  lbs,  downtown 
areas,  seeks  person  to  age  40  for  friendship,  outings 
and  possible  relationship.  I  have  been  in  Toronto  for  a 
year  now,  and  KNOW  there  are  a  lot  of  nice  guys  out 
there.  How  about  getting  together?  Drawer  C669. 
LONELY,  SHY,  POSSESSIVE,  MASCULINE, 
MAGICIAN,  22,  (reincarnated),  handsome,  very 
thin,  seeks  young  FAMULUS  for  life-long  affair. 
Must  be  willing  to  give  away  soul  and  attachments  for 
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DOOR 

GYM  &  SAUNA 

MONDAY,  LOCKER  $2 
TUESDAY,  ROOM  $4, 
LOCKER $2 
3:30  —  11:30 

121/2ElmSt(laneway) 
West  of  Yonge,  2  blocks 
south  of  Gerrard,  Toronto 
(416)  977-5997 


singular  romance.  Send  resume  with  photograph. 
Johannus  Faust,  Box  308,  Station  P,  Toronto. 
LOOKING  FOR  SINCERE  friend.  Attractive  pro- 
fessional white  5'10"  160  lbs,  40s.  Interested  in  thea- 
tre, movies,  travel,  dining  out.  etc.  Box  584,  Adelaide 
St  P  O,  Toronto,  ON  M5C  2J6. 

MAKING  LOVE.  Married  guy,  attractive,  mascu- 
line, professional,  32,  6'  155  lbs,  sincere,  shy,  quiet, 
affectionate;  non-smoker.  Seek  companion  to  teach 
me  or  explore  with  me  the  pleasures  of  gay  sex.  Enjoy 
intelligent  conversation,  good  music,  swimming, 
working  out  together.  You're  attractive,  clean  cut, 
21-35,  single  or  married,  and  open  to  the  possibility  of 
some  type  of  discreet  relationship.  Drawer  C738. 
MALE,  29,  5'6"  175  lbs.  Out  of  shape.  Would  like  to 
get  into  shape.  1  like  movies,  music,  travel.  If  you 
have  wheels,  great,  but  not  a  must.  George,  Drawer 
C725. 

MALE  30  —  wishes  to  meet  well-endowed  black  or 
white  masculine  guys  for  weekend  get  togethers.  Pref- 
erence for  aggressive  top  men  with  big  builds.  All  in- 
quiries will  be  answered  promptly.  Photo  appreciated 
but  not  necessary.  Drawer  C740. 

MALE,  EARLY  30s,  into  bondage,  CBT  (top /bot- 
tom/mutual).  Major  requirements:  imagination  and 
that  you  are  slim  (even  skinny!  I  am).  Photo  and 
phone  if  possible.  Drawer  C718. 


GET  INTO  TBP/CIASSIFIEDS 


Welcome  to  TBP/ CLASSIFIEDS  —  gay  people  out  to  meet  other  gay  people, 
right  across  Canada  and  beyond  our  borders  too. 
COST?  Just  25$  per  word,  minimum  charge  $5.00. 

SA  VE  IF  YOU  SUBSCRIBE!  Body  Politic  subscribers:  you  can  deduct  $1.00 
from  the  cost  of  your  ad  if  you  enclose  your  address  label. 

Business  ads  cost  more:  75$  per  word,  minimum  charge  $15.00,  or  call 
977-6320  for  reasonable  display  rates. 

CONDITIONS?  All  ads  should  be  fully  prepaid  by  cheque,  money  order  or 
charge  card,  and  mailed  to  arrive  before  deadline  advertised.  Late  ads  will  be 
held  over  for  the  following  issue,  unless  you  instruct  otherwise. 

We  cannot  accept  ads  over  the  telephone. 

If  you  do  not  wish  to  print  your  address  or  phone  number,  you  can  request  a 
drawer  number.  We  will  forward  replies  to  you  every  Thursday  in  a  plain 
envelope.  This  service  costs  $2.50  per  ad  per  issue. 

Replies  to  your  drawer  cannot  be  picked  up  at  our  office. 

Gay  sex  is  still  illegal  If  either  or  both  parties  are  under  21,  or  if  more  than  two 
people  are  involved,  regardless  of  their  ages.  Word  your  ad  accordingly.  We 
reserve  the  right  to  alter  or  refuse  any  ad. 

Remember,  too.  when  you  get  your  message  intoTBP/CLASSIFIEDS,  you're 
reaching  other  people,  not  just  a  box  number.  So  it 's  smart  to  be  positive  about 
yourself  rather  than  insulting  to  others.  We  will  edit  out  phrases  like  "no 
blacks, "  or '  'no  fats  or  fems. ' ' 


Postage  here 


Drawer^ 


TBP/CLASSIFIEDS 
P  0  Box  7289.  Sin  A 
Toronto.  ON  M5W  1X9 


ANSWERING  AN  AD?  No  charge - 
just  put  your  reply  in  an  envelope  and 
address  it  as  in  the  diagram.  Be  sure 
the  drawer  number  is  on  the  outside  of 
the  envelope.  Office  staff  do  not  open 
any  mail  addressed  to  a  drawer. 

So:  get  in  touch  with  TBP/CLASSIFIEDS.  Write  one  word  per  box.  The 
amount  in  the  box  when  you  finish  is  the  basic  cost  of  your  ad.  And  what's  a 
word"^  "A"  is  a  word  —  but  so  is  '  'phantasmagorical. ' '  Height  and  weight 
references  are  one  word.  A  phone  number  is  one  word,  as  are  postal  codes  and 
apartment  numbers.  A  street  address  is  one  word  if  it  consists  of  number  and 
name  only  —  adding  east,  west,  north  or  south  makes  it  two  words. 

Mail  your  ad  along  with  your  payment  to  us  at:  TBP/CLASSIFIEDS.  Box 
7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto,  ON  M5W  1X9. 
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More  to  say?  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper,  at  a  cost  of  25c/word. 
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UFestival  of  ttie  tVlonth?  Deduct  50% 

ODrawer  number  required  ($2. 50  per  ad  per  issue) 


D  Subscriber?  Enclose  address  label  and  deduct  $1.00 

COST 
D/  would  like  to  subscribe  llCanada  First  Class 

now  and  still  deduct  $  1 .  00!  OCanadian  Regular 

Check  one  at  right,  add  sub  cost,  DInternational  First  Class 
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etT  THt"BiA-COP 

For  freshly  roasted  coffee  beans 

artda^ine  select m  of 

loose  and  bagged  teas 

visit 

'Bcais  Coffee  oii^Tcas 
4&7  CHURCHJOROffTO 


ROBERT  W.  CRICHTON 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 
LTD. 


•  Home 

•  Auto 

•  Business 

•  Life 

•  Disability 

•  Group 

Bob  Crichton 


122  ST.  PATRICK  STREET 

SUITE  506. 

TORONTO.  ONTARIO.  M5T  2X8 

(416)597-1080 


® 


fine   leather  pants,  chaps, 
vests,  caps,  etc.   and 
related   magazines, 
erotica  and   toys 


TOP  MAN  LEATHERING 


NEW  STORE  HOURS - 
TUES.  WED.  THURS. 

NOON   -    NINE 
FRI.  AND  SAT 

NOON  -MIDNIGHT 
CLOSED  SUN.  ANDMON. 


1244    SEYMOUR    STREET 
VANCOUVER    BC    V6B  3N9 


PHONE  (604)  685-1512 


HAVE  WE  GOT  A  GAY 
ALTERNATIVE  FOR  YOV  I 

We're  Great  Outdoor  Adventures  and  if  you  think 
1981  was  a  good  year,  just  look  at  some  of  the  things 
that  we  have  planned  for  1982. 

Sail  the  Caribbean  with  75  to  120  other 
gay  people  on  any  one  of  our  four  Wind- 
jammer Cruises  including  round-trip  air 
fare,  all  accomodations  and  meals, 
stopovers  in  each  port,  and  twelve  days 
unlimited  additional  air  travel  (two  week 
cruise  excepted),  all  for  $995.00 
bachelor  quarters. 

And  almo  cotning  up  thim  year.... 
•  Three  trips  to  Puerto  Vallarta 


A  tour  of  Spain  and  Portugal 
Whitewater  rafting  in  California, 
Oregon, Idaho 


•  Hawaiian  Holidays 

•  All  gay  wagon  train  trips 

•  Trips  to  Key  West 

But,  that's  only  part  of  the  story.  G.O.A.  isn't  only  travel  and  outdoor 
recreation.  Gay  men  and  women  of  all  ages  and  backgrounds  enjoy  even 
the  simplest  of  get-togethers  like  coffeehouses  and  evenings  at  the  theatre. 

All  of  our  prices  are  based  on  group  rates  which  is  why  we're  less  expensive. 
Membership  in  G.O.A.  is  only  $35.00  and  discounts  the  price  of  our  ac- 
tivities, but  you  don't  need  to  be  a  member  to  participate.  Over  five  thou- 
sand have  shared  some  good  times  with  us. 


MALE,  40s,  enjoys  auto-eroticism,  self-stimulation. 
\p\ishes  to  meet  other  men  with  similar  interests. 
Please  write  with  phone  number.  Drawer  C697. 
MALE,  46,  intelligent,  sensitive,  warm,  likes  people, 
music,  reading,  conversation,  sharing,  touching, 
seeks  friends,  25-65,  any  race.  Phone  number  re- 

quested.  Drawer  C703. 

MALE,50,  5'6"  160  lbs.  Blue  eyes,  brown  hair.  Inter- 
ests are  sports,  music,  and  sucking  big.  heavy-set, 
well-hung  men.  Prefer  men  between  45  and  55.  white 
and  uncut.  Drawer  C682. 

MALE,  MASCULINE,  AFFECTIONATE,  average 
build  and  looks.  56  years.  Looking  for  an  honest  sin- 
cere guy,  28  to  40,  for  a  one-to-one  relationship.  Like 
quiet  home  life  and  outdoor  activities,  car  trips,  walk- 
ing, north  country.  Will  answer  all,  from  any  area  and 
help  relocate.  Drawer  C719. 

MASCULINE  GWM,  honest  and  sincere,  seeks  one 
good  person  30-45  for  friend  and  companion,  possi- 
ble relationship.  I'm  muscular,  clean-cut,  average 

looks,  5'8"  152  lbs,  55.  Drawer  C706. 

MASCULINE  WM,  38,  160,  5'10"  trim  brown  hair 
and  beard.  Hairy  body.  Dominant  B&D.  Requires 
passive  muscular  guy  to  40.  Prefer  athlete  or  body- 
builder. Into  fantasy  and  role-playing.  Novices  wel- 
come. No  S&M.  Photo  and  detailed  letter  a  must. 
Drawer  C665. 

OLDER  GAY  MEN:  Older  gay  sociologist  seeks 
over-40s  for  confidential  interview  (recorded  in  code) 
on  early  experience  and  relationships.  Your  pre-Gay- 
Lib  memories  are  valuable,  non-renewable  resource. 
Seeking  total  of  50  men.  34  men  interviewed  to  date 
have  expressed  enjoyment  and  benefit  from  interview 
review  of  gay  memories  and  achievements.  Especially 
seeking  men  not  active  in  organized  gay  community. 
Phone  Professor  John  Alan  Lee,  694-7436. 


On  Thursday,  April  8, 1982,  I'm 
hosting  a  Pot  Luck  2nd  Seder. 
It's  Passover,  a  time  to 
remember  that  liberation  is  an 
ongoing  present  process.  If 
you're  Jewish  and  lesbian/gay 
(or  a  lovfer  of  such  a  person), 
please  join  me. 
Call  Harvey  Hamburg, 
365-1855   (Toronto). 


ORIENTAL,  ATTRACTIVE,  21,  loves  classical  mu- 
sic, disco,  urban  life,  seeks  trim  GWM  with  mus- 
tache. Prefer  those  around  my  age  BUT....  Drawer 

C699. 

TALL,  MASCULINE  CHINESE,  34,  seeks  sincere, 
intellectual  person  who  has  friendship  in  mind  to 
share  life  together.  1  am  interested  in  music,  arts,  mov- 
ies.  Prefer  tall  gentleman  age  26  to  45.  Drawer  C736. 

THERE  IS  LIFE  after  40!  Mature,  masculine,  sensi- 
tive, educated  gentleman,  non-smoker,  with  own 
home,  offers  sincere  friendship,  plus,  to  caring  male. 
Has  deep  interest  in  classical  music,  also  antiques, 
travel,  and  companionship  at  home  before  the  fire. 

Telephone  number  please.  Drawer  C747. 

WORK  HARD,  PLAY  HARD.  Workaholic  seeks 
guys  for  occasional  hard  play  action.  I'm  attractive, 
masculine,  professional,  31, 6'  150  lbs.  You're  similar, 
21-35.  Discretion  and  cleanliness  a  must.  Drawer 

C742. __^ 

YOU  ARE  MASCULINE  and  into  one  or  more  of: 
cigars,  cigarettes,  crew  cuts,  rank  pits.  Me  loo.  I'm 
5'10"  160  lbs,  hairy,  moustache.  Balding,  beer  gut 
welcome.  Some  B&D,  WS.  Also  into  jocks,  leather, 
uniforms,  three-piece  suits.  Not  into  bar  scene.  Draw- 

er  C746. 

YOU  ARE  35-45,  attractive,  intelligent,  a  good  com- 
panion, fond  ofgood  food,  stimulating  conversation, 
plays,  movies  and  other  entertainments,  and  you're 
seeking  a  close  relationship.  Me?  All  of  the  above. 

Drawer  C732. 

YOUNG  ATTRACTIVE  BLACK  MALE  student, 
masculine,  5'8"  140  lbs,  seeks  rugged  masculine  dom- 
inant male  up  to  22.  Photo,  phone  really  appreciated. 

Drawer  C694.  

YOUNG  MALE,  22,  GOOD-LOOKING,  6'  150  lbs, 
black  hair,  straight  looking,  seeks  good-looking 
straight-looking  guy  under  25.  Phone  and  photo  ap- 
preciated  if  possible.  Drawer  C743. 

Ottawa/Eastern  Ontario 

ATTRACTIVE  29,  tired  of  bar  scene,  seeks  25-35  for 
friendship,  socializing.  Enjoy  movies,  walks,  theatre, 

travel,  dining  out,  music.  Drawer  C710. 

LOOKING  FOR  A  HOT  YOUNG  HUNG  STUD? 
Try  another  ad!  But  if  it's  an  easy-going,  sincere  guy, 
early  30s  that  you're  after,  for  friendship  more  than 

sex,  let's  get  together.  Drawer  C702. 

OTTAWA  AREA,  affectionate,  masculine  male,  tall, 
slim,  discreet,  40s,  varied  interests,  seeksaone-to-one 
relationship  with  another  sincere,  honest  male  35-50, 
not  afraid  of  a  commitment.  Closet  types  welcomed. 

Drawer  C748. 

SHAVING.  Attractive,  experienced,  discreet  27-year- 
old  seeks  to  meet  guys  into  receiving  pubic  or  body 
shaving.  Specify  your  other  interests.  Drawer  C707. 
TEACHER,  47,  6'2"  trim  and  fit,  likes  non-team 
sports,  music,  disco,  seeking  25-50  for  life-sharing  re- 

lationship.  Drawer  C656. 

VIRGIN,  38,  WILLING  to  learn  from  bottom  up. 
Hairy  intellectual,  5'll"  shaggy  beard,  thin  on  top. 
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heavyset ;  widely  read  and  enjoy  jazz,  film  science  fic- 
tion. Seek  masculine,  affectionate,  discreet  males, 
25-45,  with  inquiring  minds  and  preference  for  ster- 
eo/super-8  over  discos /bar  scene.  Photo  please.  This 
pleasant-featured  late  starter  learns  fast,  has  many  in- 
terests  to  share.  Drawer  C745. ' 

WHITE  MALE,  38,  5'U"  average  looks,  would  Hke 
to  meet  gay  men  under  25  for  possible  relationship. 
Will  answer  all  replies.  Please  include  phone  number. 
Drawer  C744. 

YOU'RE  GORGEOUS  and  you  know  it.  You're  one 
of  those  guys  with  special  looks  others  notice.  You  de- 
serve being  pampered,  worshipped  and  served  at  the 
snap  of  your  fingers  —  any  way  you  want  it.  I'm  32, 
discreet  and  understand.  Please  write  Drawer  C698. 
50-YEAR-OLD  MASCULINE  gay,  brown  hair,  slim 
build,  6'2"  170  lbs,  interested  in  art,  music,  cooking, 
boating.  Would  like  to  meet  other  gays  in  the  Brock- 
ville  area  for  friendship,  companionship.  Drawer 
C733. 


Quebec 


WRESTLERS  WHO  WANT  a  real  or  fantasy  fight, 
write  with  phone  number  and  picture  if  possible. 
Drawer  C655. 


Montreal 


MALE,  42,  5'4"  148  lbs,  hirsute.  To  meet  same  21  to 
50  for  mutual  satisfaction.  Your  apartment  or  hotel. 
Am  very  versatile,  open-minded.  Drawer  C709. 
ORIENTAL,  ATTRACTIVE,  21,  bilingual,  aime  la 
musique  classique,  disco,  la  vie  montrealaise.  Re- 
cherche homme  non-obese,  moustachu.  Prefere  ceux 
qui  ont  la  meme  age  MAIS....  Drawer  C700. 

QUIET,  EASY-GOING  MALE,  early  forties,  seeks 
same  over  25  for  friendship  and  good  times.  Photo 
and  phone  must  be  sent  with  first  letter.  Drawer  C629. 


Atlantic  Canada 


GWM,  30,  DENIM  TYPE,  wishes  to  spend  casual 
evenings  with  company.  Your  photo,  age,  height, 
weight,  interests,  etc  to  Brian  Dale,  Box  1297,  Wolf- 
ville,  NS  BOP  1X0. 


Travel 


BOSTON,  US.  The  Parkview.  Private  guest  rooms  in 
the  heart  of  Boston.  85  Westland  Ave.  (617)  536-3608. 
"COME  TO  LONDON  FOR  A  GAY  HOLIDAY" 
—  The  Philbeach  Hotel,  30/31  Philbeach  Gardens, 
London  SW5,  UK,  Europe's  largest  gay  hotel.  Bar, 

disco,  restaurant.  Tel:  0I-373-1244V4544. 

EXPERIENCED  DRIVER  wanted  to  share  expenses 
to  Edmonton.  Leaving  the  first  week  of  March.  Call 
Joan  977-3063,  preferably  a.m. 


Reading 


FOCUS  BOOKS  AND  ART.  717  1/2  Queen  Street 
East,  463-4482.  A  radical  store  operated  by  an  an- 
archist community.  At  Broadview,  streetcars  501  and 
504.  Hours:  6  pm-12  Mon-Fri,  12-12  weekends. 


Work 


Alberta 


VETERINARIAN  REQUIRED  for  progressive 
small  animal  practice.  Apply  Mel  Tonken,  Bow  Valley 
Animal  Hospital,  53-14th  St  NW,  Calgary,  AB 
T2N  1Z5.  (403)  283-3354. 


BANG  •  LOCKER  ROOM 

HARDWARE  •  THRUST 

COCO  SNOW  •  ZAP  SOLID 

RUSH  •  DAMRON  GUIDE 

WHOLESALE  INQUIRIES  ONLY 

RLS  MANAGEMENT 

66  Gerrard  Street  East 
Toronto,  ON  M5B  1G5 

(416)977-4718 
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Toronto 


PROFESSIONAL  PHOTOGRAPHER  requires  a 
special  male  model  who  must  be  extremely  muscular, 
and  symmetrical,  have  an  awareness  of  his  body  and 
be  enthusiastic  about  being  photographed .  An  appro- 
priate fee  is  offered.  For  further  details  please  contact 

Norman  Hatton,  Drawer  C729. 

SPANISH-AMERICAN  male  from  Chicago  (fluent- 
ly bilingual)  studying  art  in  Toronto,  seeks  part-time 
employment.  Call  861-1531  Fridays,  weekends  or 

evenings. 

TWO  GAY  MEN  planning  on  opening  a  law  practice 
in  April  of  1982  require  the  services  of  a  talented ,  gay 
or  gay-positive  chartered  accountant.  Call  Harvey 
Hamburg,  365-1855  or  Paul  Trollope,  656-0047. 


Services 


CHASERS  OFFERS  FREE  ADS  all  the  time.  Send 
yours  today.  We're  world  wide.  Chasers,  Box  423, 
Verdun,  PQ  H4G  3G1. 


Edmonton 


MATTHEW  SHUMAKER,  RMT.  Massage  therapist 
—  reflexologist.  Suite  104,  11817-123  St,  Edmonton. 
Appointments  452-3955,  9  am-8  pm,  Mon-Sat. 


Toronto 


OPENLY  GAY  PSYCHOTHERAPIST.  Individual/ 
Couple  Counselling.  Also  sexual  dysfunction  coun- 
selling.   Confidence    guaranteed.    Eugene    Allen 

Schoentag.  524  Bathurst  St,  967-0272. 

PROFESSIONAL,  THERAPEUTIC  MASSAGE  in 
the  comfort  of  your  home  DOES  NOT  HAVE  TO 
COST  AN  ARM  AND  A  LEG.  Massage  stimulates 
circulation,  helps  relieve  fatigue,  eases  nervous  ten- 
sion, helps  relieve  muscular  pain,  reduces  edema,  en- 
courages relaxation  and  sleep.  Jack  Gilead,  MA, 
RMT.  By  appointment.  968-0580. 


Dr.  I.  Von  Lichtenberg  Ph.D., 
Psychotherapist 

Initial  visit  — No  charge 

Strictly  confidential 

922-2996 

Toronto 


RENT-A-WIFE  provides  exceptional  people  for 
cleaning,  organizing,  book-keeping,  planning  special 
occasions,  cooking,  shopping,  interior  coordination, 
etc.  Free  estimates  —  Judith  —  964-8913. 


Homes 


Alberta 


SHARE  MY  LARGE  iwo-storey  house,  5  minutes 
from  downtown  Calgary.  Separate  rooms  $250  plus 
utilities.  Write  OTTO,  228  1 1th  Ave  NE,  Calgary,  AB 
T2E  0Y8  or  call  276-6165  or  263-1114. 


Southern  Ontario 


CAMBRIDGE  —  401  /Highway  8.  Gay  male,  30,  has 
townhouse  share  with  same  or  gay  female,  18-35. 

$175.  Ron  (519)  653-1684. 

OSHAWA.  GAY  MALE  has  house  to  share  with 
same,  close  to  OC  and  downtown.  $200  per  month. 

Call  JJ  after  6  pm.  725-6061. 

RESPONSIBLE  WORKING  MAN,  28,  has  a  two- 
bedroom  apartment  to  share  with-same.  London,  On- 

tario.  473-4796. 

ROOM  HOUSE  pleasant  accommodation .  Come  en- 
joy country.  Relax.  Havefun.  Low.  Write:  FGarry,  32 

Richmond  St,  Chatham.  ON  N7M  1N6. 

ST  CATHARINES,  professional  male  has  pleasant 
furnished  downtown  house  to  share.  Call  (416) 
684-0683  after  5. 


Eastern  Ontario 


KINGSTON,  QUEENS:  Discreet  student  to  share 
furnished  accomodation,  summer,  fall  82;  central, 
6-bedroom  ground  floor  older  house;  privacy;  write 
for  details,  all  answered.  Drawer  C727. 


Toronto 


BRIMLEY  AND  ST  CLAIR,  TTC,  furnished  room 
for  rent.  Share  facilities  with  one  other,  reasonable. 
266-9588. 

CONVENT  REQUIRED: 

Urgent.  Niggle  of  nuns  in  need  of  space;  simple  and 
spare  will  suffice.  One  or  two  rooms,  central.  Prefer 
warehouse-type  accomodation,  loidy  a  must.  Will 
some  kind  parishioner  assist  us  in  our  Good  Works? 
We  can  cough  up  a  maximum  of  $100 per  month.  Con- 
tact: Sr  Inielligentsia,  Mother  Posterior  of  Housing, 
Drawer  OPl. 

DOWNTOWN,  ST  LAWRENCE  MARKET. 
2-bcdroom  solarium  in  new  luxury  51-unil  condomin- 
ium. 1.500  square  I'ccl.  wood  burning  fireplace,  bay 
windows,  pool,  squash,  sauna.  $900/monih.  Call 

223-6002  evenings. 

ESTABLISHED  GAY  COUPLE  (male),  profes- 
sionals, with  large  home,  gardens,  near  TTC  in 
Beaches.  Seek  male  or  female  to  share  house.  Own 
bedroom.  Prefer  retired  person,  or  artist.  Must  be 


Fort  Lauderdale,  Florida 

Spend  a  pleasant  vacation  at  the  Lauder- 
dale Manor,  located  300  feet  from  our 
beautiful  beach  and  overlooking  the 
Intracoastal  Waterway.  Party  at  the  world- 
famous  Marlin  Beach  Hotel  next  door  and 

come  back  to  a  quiet  and  friendly 

atmosphere.  Modestly  priced  hotel  rooms, 

efficiencies  and  apartments.  Call  or  write 

Lauderdale  Manor,  2926  Valencia  Street, 

Fort  Lauderdale,  FL  33316. 

Telephone  (305)  463-3385. 


quiet,  neat,  dependable,  nonsmoker,  interesting  con- 
versationalist. References  required.  Nominal  rent 
with  some  housekeeping  duty.  690-0007. 

FOR  RENT:  Half  a  house  (2  floors)  at  Coxwell  sub- 
way.   Room    for   2,   3,   or  4,    parking,    fireplace. 

$600/month.  Call  691-1985. 

LUXURY  DUPLEX,  WEST  CENTRAL.  3  applian- 
ces, fireplace,  2  bedrooms,  broadloom,  private  deck. 
Includes  parking  and  all  utilities.  $650/mo.  536-8959. 
MATURE  WOMAN  TO  SHARE  2-bedroom  con- 
dominium/with 1  other  and  2  cats,  pool,  sauna,  etc. 
15  minutes  to  Islington  subway.  Prefer  non-smo- 
ker/$260  month.  671-3681. 


KEY  WEST 

The  Island  For  A II  Seasons. 

For  free  map  and  brochure: 

write  Key  West  Business  Guild, 

P.O.  Box  1208-B3. 

Key  West,  FL  33040. 


NON-SMOKING  PROFESSOR  on  leave  seeks  fur- 
nished 2-bedroom  apartment  in  downtown  Toronto 
from  June,  July,  or  August  1983.  Drawer  C728. 
PLATONIC  LIVE-IN  relationship  desired,  possibly 
on  farm  with  commitment  to  duties.  Write  Jason  Ev- 
erett, 1966  Queen  St  East.  A  move  either  away  from 

the  city  or  an  alternative  within. 

WANTED:  JOLLY  FAT  MAN,  40  or  over,  share 
apartment  with  2  others.  Penthouse-size  bedroom. 
Lakeview  Mimico.  Am  5'2"  40  years,  150  lbs.  Rent 

$250/mo.  Drawer  C687. 

WANTED:  SHARED  ACCOMODATION  in  down- 
town Toronto  —  Young  working  GWM  seeks  resi- 
dence with  parking  with  same  to  age  25.  I  am  clean 
and  neat  but  love  to  party.  Preferably  less  than  $250 
monthly.  Please  send  details  including  phone.  Drawer 

C695. 

NEEDED.  ROOM  IN  GAY  HOUSEHOLD  for  two- 
month  period,  end  of  February  to  end  of  April.  Brit- 
ish actor  spending  time  in  Toronto.  Drawer  C721 . 


Sports 


SUNRISERS'  FITNESS  GROUP  will  change  your 
day.  Join  us  Monday  to  Friday  at  7  am  for  dynamic 
aerobic  exercises  and  stress-releasing  stretches.  Work 
out  to  fabulous  fun  music.  Winchester  Senior  Public 
School,  15  Prospect  St,  Cabbagetown.  Call  J  Shepard 
at  961-2828. 


Prisoners 


A  NOTE  TO  PRISONERS  who  wish  to  have  pen-pals 
—  Metropolitan  Community  Church  is  offering  a 
pen-pal  service  to  men  and  women  prisoners  through 
the  church's  prison  ministry.  The  address  is  Prison 
Ministry,  730  Bathurst  St,  Toronto  ON  M5S  2R4. 
I'M  A  YOUNG  MAN,  born  12-17-1952.  Will  be  able 
to  get  out  4-1-84  if  I  can  get  someone  who  would  care 
and  let  me  parole  to  them.  1  would  like  to  go  to  a  gay 
monastery  or  start  one.  Out  of  the  state.  R  Scott, 
62455,  Cedar  B-11,  Box  900,  Shelton,  WA  98584 

USA. 

I'M  6'2"  FORMERLY  a  fashion  model  and  photo- 
grapher. A  33-year-old  male,  my  interests  are  music, 
horseback  riding,  backgammon  and  reading  to  cite  a 
few.  I'm  uninhibited  and  have  no  racial  hang-ups  and 
will  write  anyone  who  is  willing  to  correspond  with 
me.  Thanking  you  in  advance.  Chris  A  Mitchell,  No 
165-373,  Box  45699,  Lucasville,  OH  45699  USA. 
MY  NAME  IS  CARL  JONES.  I'm  21  years  old,  5'6" 
and  125  lbs.  Black  hair,  brown  eyes.  I'm  serving  3 
years,  of  which  I  have  16  months  left.  I  have  no  family 
and  get  no  mail  or  visits.  Would  love  to  hear  from 
anyone  sincere.  1  need  friendship.  Will  send  picture  in 
my  first  letter.  Please  write  to  me:  Carl  Jones,  159-606, 
15802  Stale  Route  104,  Chillicolhc.  OH  45601  USA. 
PRISONER  NEEDS  HELP.  Contact  Rev  Saka  Zulu 
AKA  prisoners  mailing  name  Rev  Darnell  Taleni, 
1307 3^ Box  100,  Somers.  CT  06071  USA. 

PRISONERS  (TWO  LOVERS)  want  to  hear  from 
someone.  Johnathon  Wes  Schweinhof  and  Tony  D 
Folsom,  Box  E  119709  47-1.7,  Jackson,  Ml  49204 
USA. 

SEEK  AND  YOU  SHALL  FIND.  I'm  kind,  sincere, 
thoughtful,  affectionate  and  undcrsiandmg.  And 
wish  lo  share  these  qualities  with  the  same.  Would  ap- 
preciate photo  lo  accompany  Idlers.  Will  answer  all 
no  hang-ups.  Write  lo  Al  Cunningham.  Esq  II.  Dcpi 
75753.  Box  600.  Tracy.  CA  95376  USA. 


Professional 
Photographer 

Richard  Plowright 

-  Portfolios 

-  Fashion 

-  Commercial  arts 

-  Publicity 

-  Pet  portraits 

-  Office  decor 

Himagery  Photographies 

P.O.  Box  6245 

Station  'A'  Toronto 

532-4380 

24  hr  telephone  tape  service 


WANTED:  a  calm,  special  place  where  my  friend 
and  I  can  eat  together  quietly,  joyously.  We're  tired 
of  glitter,  noise  and  the  tensions  they  create;  we're 
bored  by  snotty  maitre  d's  and  hustUng  waiters  who 
flirt  rather  than  serve  us  well;  we  object  to  gim- 
micky menus  full  of  chemicaled  food  and  trendy, 
tasteless  entrees.  We're  fed  up  with  overpaying  and 
being  underfed.  We  want  a  place  that  has  a  bit  of 
human  dignity.  WHERE  CAN  WE  GO? 

Major  Robert's  Restaurant 

124  Harbord  St.  Toronto 

We're  a  bit  biased,  but  we  think  we're  calm, 

gentle,  joyous,  subtle,  quietly  elegant  and 

relaxing.  Our  slowly  changing  menus  have  no 

gimmici<s  or  hidden  ruses.  Our  food  is  fresh  as 

fresh  can  be,  contains  no  chemicals,  powders 

or  ersatz  mixes;  our  cooked-to-order  meals 

appeal  to  sight,  smell  and  personal  taste. 

You  'II  get  your  money's  worth:  we'll  fill  you  up. 

Call  968-7000  for  reservations.  Try  asking  for 

Table  12.  (Lunch  fiJIonday-Friday,  12-3;  Dinner 

7  days  a  week  from  5:30  p.m.) 


THE 
ALBANY 
TAVERN 


Toronto's 
latest  and 
greatest! 

12  noon- 1  a.m. 
M  on. -Sat. 

158  King  St.  East 

(just  east  of  Jarvis) 

Toronto 

364-1756 


THE  ONE  AND  ONLY 


HVC-2010  Camera 
S899 


SL-2000  Portable  Betapack     $1989 

The  worl(j's  smallest, 

lightest  and  thinnest 

Portable  Videocassette  Recorder 


$70 

Savings 


Included  w/ith  the  purchase  of  the  SL-2000  is  an 
annual  membership  in  our  Home  Movie  Club 
. . .  and  your  first  five  movie  rentals  are  free! 
A  $70  Savings. 


489  Church  Street,  just  below  Wellesley 
Open:  Mon.  -  Fri.  10  a.m.  -  9  p.m..  Sat.  10  a.m.  -  8  p.m. 

Ask  about  our  VCR  and  Camera  rental  program 


$50 


COUPON 

Save  an  extra  $50!  Just  bring  in  this  ad  to  get 
an  extra  $50  off  any  Sony  Betamax 
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THANK  YOU  to  the  generous  person  who  might 
want  to  improve  this  lonely  prisoner's  plight.  You  are 
intelligent,  sincere  and  not  afraid  of  honesty.  You  care 
because  you  require  caring.  You've  fallen  in  love,  but 
have  yet  to  find  it.  It  is  with  appreciation  that  I  await 
your  letters  and  isn't  that  what  you  really  want? 
Dorian  Rodgers,  No  138-341,  Box  45699,  Lucasville, 
OH  45699  USA.  Thank  you. 

WE  ARE  TWO  INMATES  in  the  Oklahoma  prison 
system  and  are  looking  for  some  true  and  meaningful 
friendships.  Johnny  Jones,  95744,  Box  548,  Lexing- 
ton, OK  73051  USA.  Jerry  Boggs,  82117,  Box  548, 
Lexington,  OK  73051  USA.  We  cannot  receive  mail 
with  both  our  names  on  it  so  please  write  us  both,  only 
separately.  Thanks. 


Collectors 


WILLOW  PATTERN  COLLECTORS  in  Toronto 
area:  Let's  make  contact.  921-5317. 


Other 


AXIOS  (Eastern  and  Orthodox  Christians).  Finally! 
Social,  religious  support,  folk  crafts  &  fun  for  ALL  us 
"eastern  ethnics."  Join  our  family!  Drawer  C39I. 

NAGUAL  SHAMANISM.  Experienced  only. 
Mutual  concerns?  (Toronto:  forwarding  address) 
449-450-089,  Box  233,  Cobourg,  ON. 

WANTED:  gay  teachers,  male  and  female,  public  and 
high  school,  willing  to  be  inteviewed  (anonymously  if 
preferred)  for  sympathetic  magazine  article.  Call  S 
Uwrence:  (416)  593-5806. 


Help! 

Gay  organizations 

seel<ing  rental  space 

for  community  sen/ice. 

Call  461-7382. 


HOTEL  &  TAVERN 


>^> 


*  CLEAN  ROOMS 

*  SINGLES  AND  DOUBLES 

*  TV  LOUNGE 

*  DINING  ROOM 

*  HOME  COOKED  MEALS 

Toronto's  finest 
leather/denim  bar 


SI 8.00  PER  ROOM  PER  NIGHT 
WEEKLY    RATES  AVAILABLE 


YOUR  HOSTS; 

DAVE    and  GEORGE 

18  Eastern  Avenue  Toronto,  Ontario 
(416)  368-4040 

100  %  Gay  owned  and  operated 


I 


TORONTO? 

Then  The  Body  Politic 

is  right  where  you  are.  Check 

the  list  below  for  the  location 

of  the  outlet  nearest  you, 

and  get  your  copy  of  TBP 

hot  off  the  press. 


Downtown 

Glad  Day  Bookshop,  648A  Yonge 

David  Beard's  Bookshop,  730  Yonge 

International  News,  663  Yonge 

Longhouse  Books,  630  Yonge 

Queen  of  Hearts,  599C  Yonge 

Galaxy  Books,  329  Yonge 

Phantasy  Books,  329  1/2  Yonge 

Topper  Books,  289  Yonge 

Times  Square  Books,  369  Yonge 

A&S  Smoke  and  Gift,  273  College 

Romans  II  Health  Spa,  742  Bay 

Min-A-Mart,  557  Church 

Together,  457  Church 

Atalanta  Variety,  368  Church 

Parliament  Smoke  and  Gift, 

609  Parliament 

Fairway  Variety,  520  Parliament 

Vegas  Books,  439  Parliament 

The  l\/lanatee,  11  St  Joseph 

Boots  at  the  Selby,  592  Sherbourne 

The  Back  Door  Gym,  12  1/2  Elm 

XOX  Postcard  Store,  140  Baldwin 

Edwards  Books  and  Art,  356  Queen  W 

Pages  Book  Store,  256  Queen  W 

This  Ain  't  the  Rosedale  Library, 

110  Queen  E 

Lichtman's  News,  34  Adelaide  W 

Olympia  Gift  Shop,  Toronto  Star 

Building,  Yonge  &  Queen 's  Quay 

WH  Smith,  TD  Centre,  King  and  Bay 

W  H  Smith,  Hudson 's  Bay  Centre, 

Bloor  &  Yonge 

Book  Cellar,  142Yorkville 

Lovecraft,  63  Yorkville 

l^cPherson  Discount,  214  Macpherson 

Avenue  Road  Cigar  Store, 

136  Avenue  Rd 

University  Bookroom,  UofT  Campus 

Toronto  Women 's  Book  Store, 

85  Harbord 

Bob  Miller  Book  Room,  180  Bloor  W 

Reader's  Den,  208  Bloor  W 

SCf\/l  Book  Room,  333  Bloor  W 

BookCity,  501  Bloor  W 

Bloor  Discount  Variety,  610  Bloor  W 

East 

Cambridge  Tuck  Shop 

50  Cambridge 

Cameo  Club,  95  Trinity  St 

18  East,  18  Eastern  Ave 

North 

Rosedale  Smoke  &  Gift  Shop, 

1 1 18  Yonge 
Lichtman's  News,  1430  Yonge 

Book  Cellar,  1560  Yonge 
The  Book  Nook,  2481  Yonge 

Suburban 

Nu-Claire's  Cigar  Store,  1636  Bayview 

Thorncliffe  News  Stand,  45  Overlea 

York  University  Bookroom, 

Keele  &  Steeles  campus 

Insight  Books,  Sheridan  fJlall, 

Mississauga 


KEY  WEST 


a  year  'round  Caribbean  resort  in  America. 


329-beiiza®€th  StReet,  flORida  33040  U.S. A. 
Gail  youo  hosts,  dave  &  66  (305)  29se>.5366 


key  West,  a  y 


an6  i^soRt 


CURRy 

housE 


your  hottt: 
Dan  t  Bobby 

8Ubp   Mt'ining 

Old  Key  Weil  33040 

(305)  294-6777 

...w«'M  charm  the  pants  oH  of  youl 


KEY  WEST 

RESERVATIONS 
TOLL-FREE 


■800-327-4831 

Canacja  716-823-1061 
Fla  305-294-7713 


A  class(cally  restored 
home  m  scenic  Old  Town. 
Tropical  garden  and  pool 
Q     in  a  very  private  setting. 


William  Street  House 

329  William  St.,  Key  West  Fla.    (305)  294-6052 


BIG  RUBY'S  INN 

in  the  heart  of  Old  Town 
—  Exclusively  Men  — 

•  PRIVATE  TROPICAL  YARD 

•  SOLAR  HEATED  POOL 

•  LUXURIOUS  ACCOMMODATIONS 

•  CONTINENTAL  BREAKFAST 

409  Appelrouth  Lane  (formerly  Smith  Lane) 
P.O.  Box  729  Key  West,  FL  33040  (305)  296-2323 


lime  house 

"Experience  Tropical  Magic  right  In  the  heart  ol 
Old  Towne.  2  block!  to  Mallory  Square. 
Comfortably  appointed  and  fully  equipped  Units 
with  kitchen-bath.  A/C,  Bahama  fan;  twimming 
pool  and  private  sunbathing.  Many  amenities  in  a 
secluded,  intimate  setting.  Service  our 
speciality."  (305)  296-2978 

219 
Elizabeth  SI. 

Old  Towne 

Key  West, 

Florida 

33040 


Vern  and  Bill 
Your  Hosts 


Come.. .Share  our  home. 

823  Fleming  Street,  Key  West 
Florida  33040  (305)  296-2131  i 
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SAa/VA  •  Sr£/\M  •  BAR  •  TV  ROOM 

HOT  TUB  •  /WaDE  SUNBATHING 

24  Hour  Club 

903  Duval  Street  Key  West 

(305)296-7523 


KEY  WEST 


Sea  Isle 


In  the  Heart  of  Old  Town 


For  rates  &  reservations 

Call  (305)  294-1772 

&  1800  327-4837 


Sea  isle 

915  Windsor  Lane 

Key  West,  Florida  33040 


Jacuzzi 

Private  Baths 

Exercise  Area 

Color  Television 

Alr-Condltioning 

Modern  Kitchens 

Nude  Sunbathing 

Off-Street  Parking 

Solar  Heated  Pool 

Weekend  Cocktail  Parties 

Complimentary  Continental 

Breakfast 
A  Nice  Place  to  Be 


CELEBRATE  A  SUNSET 
every  night 

(That's Just  a  beginning) 


Discover  romance 

and  the  excitement 

of  the  tropics 


/(  s  all  waiting 
.:*       on  our  island 
for  all  seasons! 


'^■^^P^' 
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*   THE  LARGEST  GUEST  HOUSE  IN  HISTORIC  OLD  TOWN   •  ROOmS.  EFFICIENCIES.  RPARTmENTS 


House 


the  INN  place 

1129  FLEmiNG  STREET.  KfY  WEST.  FLORIDA  33040      TELEPHONE  30S/394-62S4        VISA.  mc.  AE.  TELECHEK 


CLUB 
KEY  WEST 


LODGING  &  BATHS 


Legal  ID.  required  for  Club  Bath  Chain  Membership. 


CLUB  BATH  CHAIN 


'  27  Guestrooms  with  TV.  overhead  - 
lans  Of  aif  conditioning  plus  private 
phone 

'  Our  spa  includes  steam  room,  tropi 
cal  pool  &  whirlpool,  exercise  gym. 
and  Glut)  cafe 

Walking  or  cycling  distance  to  all 
beaches,  bars,  discos  in  old  town. 

305/294-5239 

621  TRUMAN  AVE., 

KEY  WEST,  FL  33040-3299 

Prices.  Seruiceb  &  Facilities  subieci  lo 

change  wilhout  notice 


Our  accomiriodatfons  are  firS 
rate.  Individually  ctecorated  .     Mv,' 
rooms,  each  with  color. TV,'  ""  ' 
AC,  refrifjerator,  (Ihoaie  and 
i    ceiliny  fans.  Heated  pool.         s»*»B|fc 

Kf^v  Indnt^  Mnft^l  ^"•'"^  duval  st  key  west 
Atf/  Luuye  nnuTw  fl  33040005)  296^9915 


Key  Lodge  is  a  litlle  difterr' 
The  environment  is  friendl 


Were  in  the  hear^-^fj6l^pmn 


o  unique  guest  tiouse  (or  won^.Mi 

ELLIES  NEST 

KEY  WESTS  ONLY 
WOMEN'S  GUEST  HOUSE 

At  ELlIt  S  NESI  you  II  fina  irif  ui. 

expeciea  in  style    comlon  ana 

convenience 

Every  room  hos  AC   heat  •  i  vj'/n 

tJle  tx>cl  ond  IV 

f  n)oy  the  hoi  luD  pool,  sunaocks 

and  tropical  palio   Conlimvilui 

ijKKikliist  inr  I.  i.li'd 

1414  Newton  Street        (305)296  5757 
Key  West  Florida  33040 


Cypress  House 


— a  luxury  guest  house  mainly  for  men. 
Air  conditioning,  plenty  of  baths,  and  a 
tropical  swimming  pool  complement 
the  old-style  comfort  of  spacious 
rooms.  Closest  to  Sunset. 

Our  rates  include  breakfasts  and  social 

hours.  Winter  rates  from  $42  daily; 

weekly  rates  &  suites  available. 

Call  or  write  for  poster-brochure  or 

reservations; 

601  C  Caroline  Street,  Key  West, 

Florida  33040         (305)  294  6969 


Gideon 
Lowe 

House,  Key  West,  announces 

Gideon  Lowe-in-Exile 

Merida.  Yucatan 

&  San  Miguel  dc  Allendc 

TWO  GREAT  .NEW  SUN  SPOTS 

4m  WILLIAM  STREtT    KKY  WhST 
n.ORIDA  V»040  U  S  A   I  '(l«  I  ."'4  ?')ft'J 
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THE  BODY  POLITIC/47 


NATIONAL/ BINATIONAU 

Alcoholics  Anonymous.  International  Advisory  Council  lor 
Homosexual  Men  and  Women.  lAC.  PO  Box  492.  Village 
Sw.  New  York.  NY  lOOU 

AOanHc  Gay  Alliance/Association  des  Gai(e)s  de  I'Atlan- 
dque.  contact  GAe(Halilax),  FLAG  (Fredencton)  or  North- 
ern Lambda  Nord  (Western  NB). 
:  Canadian  Gay  Archives.  Box  639.  StnA.  Toronto.  ON 
M5W  162  (416)  977-6320. 
^Committee  to  Defend  John  Danuen.  Box  608.  Stn  K. 
Toronto.  0NM4P2H1 

^Dignity/ Canada/ Dignite,  Box  1912.  Winnipeg.  MB 
R3C  3R2  (204)  772-4322 

Families  and  Friends  ol  Lesbians  and  Gays  (FFLAG),  730 
Bathurst  St.  Toronto.  ON  M5S  2R4 

Foundation  tor  the  Advancement  ot  Canadian  Transsex- 
uals (FACT).  Box 281.  StnA.  Rexdate.  ON  M9W  5L3. 
(416)741-7223 

"Integrity  (Gay  Anglicans  and  their  Friends).  Canadian 
regional  representative,  c/o  Box  34.  Stn  G.  Calgary.  AB 
T3A  2G1  (403)233-7404. 

Interest  Group  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Issues  in  Psychology, 
c/o  Canadian  Psychological  Association.  558  King  Edward 
Ave.  Ottawa.  0NK1N  7N6. 

^.International  Gay  Associabon,  secretariat,  c/oCHLR.  Box 
931.  Dublin  4.  Republic  of  Ireland  (Eire). 

Libertarian  Committee  on  Gay  Rights,  an  arm  ol  the  Liber- 
tarian Party  ol  Canada.  Box  190.  Adelaide  St  Stn,  Toronto. 
0NM5C2J1 

:  Ugo de Samseksamaj Geesperantistoj (LSG).  gayEsper- 
anlo  organization.  lOOCrerarAve.  Ottawa.  0NK1Z  7P2. 

Hew  Democratic  Party  Gay  Caucus,  Box  792.  Stn  F. 
Toronto.  ON  M4Y  2N7 

.Right  to  Privacy  Committee  (defence  committee  lor  The 
Barracks  and  other  bath  raid  accused).  730  Bathurst  SI. 
Toronto.  ON  M5S  2R4.  Donations  should  be  made  payable 
to  Harriet  Sachs  in  Trust  lor  the  RTPC  and  mailed  to  the 
above  address 

Women  s  Archives,  Box  928,  Stn  Q.  Toronto.  ON 
M4T2P1. 


BRITISH  COLUMBIA: 


Provincial 

Gays  and  Lesbians  in  the  United  Church  in  BC.  Box 
46586.  Stn  G.  Vancouver  V6R  408.  Support  group  and 
educational  resources 

Rural  Lesbian  Association.  RR  1.  Box  6,  Ruskin.  BC 
VOM  1R0 

Kamloops 

.  The  gay  group  in  this  city  can  be  contacted  by  writing 
Box  3343.  V2C  6B9  Into,  peer  counselling,  meet  friends. 

Kelowna 

Okanagan  Gay  Organization.  Box  1165.  StnA,  Kelowna 
VI Y  7P8  Mutual  support  The  group  can  be  contacted 
directly  by  phone  through  the  Kelowna  Crisis  Centre 

Nelson 

The  gay  group  here  can  be  contacted  by  writing:  Wmd- 
land.  Box  326.  Nelson.  V1L  5R2 

North  Vancouver 

Lion  olJudah  Metropolitan  Community  Church.  PO  Box 

86568.  V7L  4L I 

Prince  Rupert 

Gay  People  ol  Prince  Rupert,  Box  881.  V8J  3Y1. 

1604)  624-4982  (eve) 


Revelstoke 

Lothlonen.  Box  2054.  VOE  2S0  Into,  counselling 

Vancouver 

Archives  Collective,  Box  3130.  MPO.  V6B  3X6 
Coming  Out  (Gay  Radio),  c/o  Vancouver  Cooperative 
Radio.  337  Carrall  St.  V6B  2J4  Thual6  30pm.  102  7 
MHzFM 

Dignity/Vancouver.  Box 3016.  V6B3X5.  (604) 
684-7810 
GayAA  (604)  733-4590  (men).  929-2585  (women) 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Caucus  olthe  BC  HDP.  (604)  263-9043 
Gayblevision  TV  show  by  gay  people  about  gay  lile. 
culture  and  art  Regular  monthly  and  special  pregrammes. 
837  Bidwell  St.  V6G  2J7  (604)  689-5661 
Gay  Bridge  Club  c/o  Bert  Curry.  (604)  684-3564 
Gay  Festival  Society.  Box  34397.  Stn  D.  V6J  4P3 
'T^.Gay/ Lesbian  Law  Association.  Faculty  ol  Law,  University 
of  British  Columbia.  Vancouver. 
"Gay  and  Lesbian  People  ol  Simon  Fraser  University,  c/o 
SFU  Sludent  Society.  Simon  Fraser  University.  Burnaby 
V5A  1S6  1604)  291-3181  or  291-4539. 
'26ay  People  ol  UBC.  Box  9.  Student  Union  BIdg.  Univer- 
sity ol  British  Columbia.  V6T 1W5.  (604)  228-6781  or 
228-4638  Meets  every  Thu  at  12:30  pm  in  SUB  207/209. 
GHachug.  Jewish  gay  group  Box  69406.  V5K  4W6 


{.Integrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  Iriends.  Box34161, 

Stn  D.  V6J  4N1.  (604)  873-2925 

T Lesbian  and  Feminist  Mothers  Political  Action  Group,  c/o 

2766  W  4th  Ave.  (604)  734- 1016. 

C Lesbian  and  Gay  Health  Sciences  Association,  c/o  Gay 

Peopled  UBC.  Box  9.  Student  Union  BIdg.  UBC.  V6T  1W5. 

OLesbian  Information  Line.  1501  W  Broadway  (604) 

734-1016  SunandThu.  7-10pm. 

OLesbian  Resistance,  c/o  Vancouver  Status  of  Women, 

400A  mst  5th  Ave.  V5Y  1J8. 

C  The  Lesbian  Show.  Co-op  Radio.  337  Carrall  St. 

V6B  2J4.  102. 7  MHz  FM.  Thu  at  7:30  pm. 

aUetropolitan  Community  Church.  Box  5178,  V6B  4B2. 

(604)681-8525  Services  7:30pmSunat  1811  W  16th 

Ave. 

nParents  i,  Friends  of  Gays.  (604)  987-6027  or  988-7786. 

ORights  of  Lesbians.  Box  24687.  StnC.  (Subcommittee  ol 

BC  Federation  ol  Wsmen.) 

DSEARCH  Community  Services,  24-448  Seymour  SI, 

V6B3H1.  (604)  689-1039. 

aSEARCH  Youth  Group,  c/o  SEARCH.  24-448  Seymour 

St.  V6B3H1 

^Society  for  Education,  Action,  Research  and  Counselling 

in  Homosexuality  (SEARCH).  Box  48903.  BentatI  Centre. 

V7X  1A8 

aSociety  lor  Political  Action  for  Gay  People  (SPAG).  Box 

2631.  Mam  PO.  V6B  3W8.  Ph:  James  Trenholmeat 

(604)  224-7738  or  Vince  Mams  at  435-7376. 

UStage  Door  Johnies  (Theater  Group).  (604)  738-2710. 

aVancouver  VD  Clinic.  Provincial  Health  Lab.  828  W  lOlh 

Ave  (near  Vancouver  General  Hospital).  (604)  874-2331. 

Ext  220. 

n  Vancouver  Gay  Community  Centre  (VGCC),  Box  2259. 

MPO,  V68  3W2.  (604)  253-1258. 

aWest-End  Community  Volleyball,  c/o  201- 1263  Nicola. 

V6G2E8.  (604)  687-6174 

'TWomen  in  Focus.  204-456  W  Broadway.  V5Y  1R3.  (604) 

872-2250. 

IBYoung  Gay  People,  c/o  24-448  Seymour  St.  (604) 

689-1039 

OYounger  Lesbian  Drop-In.  4-45  Kingsway.  (604) 

874-0994  7:30  Tue. 

[jZodiac  Fraternal  Society.  Box  33872.  SlnD.  V6J  4L6. 

Victoria 

nCay  Men's  Discussion  Group,  meets  twice  a  month.  Call 
Heed  lor  into 

[1  The  Island  Gay  Community  Centre  Society,  1318 
Balmoral  Rd.  VSR  1L7.  Sponsors  Gay  Cale  at  1923  Fern- 
wood  every  Thu  till  midnight,  and  bowling,  selt-delence 
classes,  volleyball  and  swimming. 
i]Heed  (Victoria  Crisis  Line).  (604)  383-6323.  24  hrs  a 
day  Some  gay  into  available. 
nuniversity  ot  Victoria  Gay  Focus.  Student  Union  BIdg,  U 
ol  Victoria,  Box  1700,  V8W  2Y2. 

ALBERTA  ^^^^^^^ 
Provincial 

L  Atberta  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  Association  (ALGRA). 

Box  1852.  Edmonton  T5J  2P2 

Calgary 

UDignity/Calgary,  Box  1492.  Sin  I  T2H  2H7 
[^Foundation  lor  the  Advancement  of  Canadian  Trans- 
sexuals. 8-330  23  Avenue  SW  (403)  233-7360. 
'  Gay  Information  and  Resources  Calgary  (GIRO).  Old  Y 
BIdg.  Stes  317-323.  223  12  Ave  SW.  T2P  069.  (403) 
264-3911  Into  and  counselling  Mon-Fri.  7-10pm.  Socials, 
discussion  groups,  newspaper,  gay  rights  action.  Mailing 
address:  Box  2715.  SW  M.  T2P  301 
iJIntegrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  Iriends.  c/o  Box  34. 
StnG.T3A2G1 

^Lesbian Friendship,  Box 6093.  StnA.  (403)238-0140, 
evenings 

Metropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  6945,  Stn  D, 
T2P262  (403)277-4004  Services  Sun  al  1 1  30  am  al 
Backlot  Theatre 

r  Parents  ol  Gays  and  Lesbians,  c/o  GIRO,  Box  2715, 
Stn  M.  T2P3C1  (403)252-8727 
"Right  to  Privacy  Committee.  Box  2943,  StnM,  T2P  3C3. 
Into  on  gays  and  the  law.  legal  relerrals. 
rWomyn's  Collective,  c/o6IRC,  Box 2715,  Sin  M, 
T2P3C1  (403)267-3098 

Edmonton 

Dignity/Edmonton,  Box  53,  T5J2G9. 

iGay  Alliance  Toward  Equality  (GATE),  Box  1852. 
T5J  2P2  Office   10173-104  St  (403)  424-8361 

.Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Box  1312,  T5J  2M8 
(403)482-4213 
CjPrivacy  Delence  Committee,  c/o  Box  1852,  T5J  2P2. 

Lethbridge 

riethbridge  Gay  Community  Centre,  c/o  GIRO.  Box  2715, 
StnM.  Calgary.  ABT2P3C1 

Medicine  Hat 

Medicine  Hat  Gay  Community  Centre,  c/o  GIRO,  Box 
2715.  Stn  M,  Calgary.  AB  T2P  3C1 


Red  Deer 

OGay  Association  ot  Red  Deer  (GARD).  Box  356.  T4N  5E9. 


SASKATCHEWAN  i 


Provincial 

ODignity/ Saskatchewan  (gay  Catholics  and  their  friends). 

Box  31 81.  Regina  S49  367. 

OGay  Rights  Subcommittee,  Saskatchewan  Association  for 

Human  Rights,  305-1 16  3rd  Ave  S.  Saskatoon,  S7K  1L5. 

(306)244-1933. 

IJOne  Loaf,  lesbians  and  gays  in  the  United  Church, 

2-1805  Rae  St.  Regina, S4T 2E3. 

aSaskalchewan  Gay  Coafition,  Box  7508,  Saskatoon 

S7K  4L4. 

Battleford 

OBattleford  Gay  Community,  c/o  Box  401.  Saskatoon. 
S7K  3L3. 

Carrot  River 

aCarrot  River  Gays,  c/o  Box  401,  Saskatoon.  S7K  3L3. 

Prince  Albert 

OPrince  Albert  Gay  Community  Centre,  Box  1893, 
S6V  6J9.  1-24  10th  SI,  E.  (306)  922-4650.  Phone  line 
Mon-Thu,  social  evenings  Fri-Sat. 

Regina 

CsRegina  Women 's  Community  and  Rape  Crisis  Centre. 

219-1810  Smith  St.  S4P  2N3.  (306)  522-2777.  352-7688 

Saskatoon 

UGay  Academic  Union,  c/o  Box  7508,  S7K  4L4. 

OGay  Community  Centre,  Box  1662,  S7K  3R8.  245-3rd 

Ave  S.  (306)  652-0972. 

OGay  History  Project,  c/o  Our  History,  Box  7508. 

S7K  4L4. 

UGrapevine,  a  group  ot  Christian  and  Jewish  gays.  (306) 

343-5963. 

HLesbian  Caucus,  Saskatoon  Women's  Liberation,  Box 

4021.  S7K  3T1. 

OLutherans  Concerned,  Box  8187,  S7K  605. 

nSaskatoon  Lesbians,  c/o  Box  7508,  S7K  4L4. 

aSaskatoon  Women's  Liberation,  Box  4021,  S7K  3T1 

aStubble  Jumper  Press,  21-303  Queen  St,  S7K  OMl. 

West  Central  Region 

D  West  Central  Gays,  c/o  Box  401,  Saskatoon  S7K  3L3. 


MANITOBA 

Provincial 

nUanitoba  Gay  Coafition.  Box  27,  UMSU,  University  ot 
Manitoba.  Winnipeg  R3T  2N2.  (204)  269-8678. 

Brandon 

CGay  Friends  of  Brandon,  Box  492,  R7A  5Z4.  (204) 
727-4046. 

Winnipeg 

{.Famifies  of  Gays.  Box  27.  UMSU,  University  of  Manitoba, 
R3T  2N2  (204)  783-4549. 
OCouncil  on  Homosexuality  and  Religion,  Box  1912, 
R3C  3R2  (204)269-8678.  772-8215.  Worship,  counsel- 
ling, library. 

nOignity/Winnipeg,  Box  1912,  R3C3R2. 
llGayAA  New  Freedom  Group,  contact  can  be  made  via 
Manitoba  Central  Office.  521  St  Mary's  Rd,  R2M  3L3,  or 
(204)  233-3508. 

I  iGayAIAnon  Group.  Info:  (204)  269-8678. 
IJGays  lor  Equality,  Box  27.  UMSU,  University  of 
Manitoba.  R3T  2N2.  (204)  269-8678 
nOscar  Wilde  Memorial  Society.  Box2221.  R3C  3R5  Vari- 
ety ol  social,  cultural  and  educational  activities. 
OProject  Lambda,  Inc,  gay  community  services.  Box  3911, 
StnB.  R2W5H9. 

nWinnipeg  Gay  Media  Collective.  Box  27.  UMSU.  Univer- 
sity ol  Manitoba.  R3T2N2  (204)  269-8678.  Produces 
'  'Coming  Out. ' '  weekly  hall-hour  cablecast  ( Thu.  1 1  pm. 
Channel  13W). 

Winnipeg  Gay  Youth.  Box  27,  UMSU.  University  of 
Manitoba.  R3T  2N2  (204)269-8678. 

Winnipeg  Lesbian  Society.  730  Alexander  St.  (204) 
786-4581 

University  ol  Winnipeg  Gay  Students  Association.  Info: 
(204)  269-8678. 


ONTARIO 


Provincial 

['  Coafition  lor  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario  (CGRO).  Box  822.  Stn 
A.  Toronto  M5W  163.  (416)533-6824. 
llOntario  Gay  Teachers' Caucus.  730  Bathurst  SI.  Toronto 
M5S  2R4 


Georgetown 

I  IGeorgetown  Gay  Friends,  Box223,  L7G  4T1  (416) 

877-0228 

CiHomophifes  of  Hafton  Hiffs  (HHH),  35  Lynden  Circle, 

L7G  4Y7.  (416)  877-5524  Drop-ins  every  Wed 

Guelph 

OGuetph  Gay  Equality,  Box  773,  NIH  6i8.  Gayline:  (519) 
836-4550.  24  hrs. 

OGuelph  Gay  Youth  Group.  Into:  (519)  836-4550.  Mon, 
Wed  and  Thu,  8-10  pm. 

Hamilton 

OGay  Archives/ History  Project  tor  Hamilton-Wentworth 
(GAHP).  (416)639-6050.  Looking  lor  photos,  clippings, 
correspondence,  personal  accounts  about  gay  life  and  liber- 
ation in  Hamilton,  especially  pre- 1979. 
OGay  Fathers  ol  Hamilton.  Support,  advice.  Meets  twice  a 
month.  Call  Gayline  lor  into. 

OjGayline  Hamilton,  info  on  all  groups  and  activities,  peer 
counselling.  (4 16)  523-7055  Wed  through  Sat.  7- 1 1  pm. 
OGay  Women  ol  Hamilton,  support  group.  Call  Gayline  lor 
info. 

OHamilton  United  Gay  Societies  (HUGS),  a  meeting  ot  men 
and  women,  young  and  old.  with  discussions  and  speak- 
ers. Meets  on  alternate  Weds.  RmBlSOE.  Lite  Sciences 
BIdg,  McMaster  University,  7:30  pm.  Call  Gayline  tor  fur- 
ther into. 

OLambda  Gay  Youth  of  Hamifton,  support  group.  Call  Gay- 
line lor  into. 

OAddress  for  aft  Hamilton  groups  listed  above:  Box  44. 
Stn  B.  L8L  7T5. 

Kingston 

OOueen  's  Homophile  Association,  Student  Affairs  Centre. 
51  Queen's  Ores.  Queen's  University.  K7L  2S7.  (613) 
547-2836.  Mon-Fri,  7-9  pm.  Drop-in  Thu  nights. 

Kitchener/Waterloo 

OGay  Liberation  ol  Waterloo  (GLOW),  c/o  Federation  ot 
Students.  University  ol  Waterloo,  Waterloo  N2L  361.  (519) 
884-6L0W. 

OGay  News  and  Views,  radio  programme,  Tue  and  Wed, 
6:15pm.  CKMS-FM.  94.5MHz.  105.7  MHz  cable. 
OGay  Rights  Organization  ol  Waterloo,  Box  2632,  Sin  B, 
Kitchener  N2H6N2. 

OKitchener/Waterloo  Gay  Media  Collective,  Box  2741,  Stn 
B,  Kitchener  N2H  6N3. 

OKitchener-Waterioo  Gay  Youth,  c/o  Federation  ol  Stu- 
dents, University  ol  Waterloo,  Waterloo  N2L  361 
OLeaping  Lesbians,  radio  programme,  Thu,  6  to  8  pm, 
CKMS-FM,  94.5  MHz,  105.7  MHz  cable.  Write  c/o  LOOK. 
OLesbian  Organization  of  Kitchener  (LOOK),  Box  2422, 
Stn  B,  Kitchener  N2H  6M3.  (519)  744-4863. 

London 

OGay  Youth  London,  c/o  HALO.  Meets  Thu  at  7:00  pm, 
2nd  floor,  649  Colbourne  SI. 
OGayline,  (519)  679-6423.  Into  24  hrs/day.  Peer  coun- 
selling Mon  and  Thu,  7- 10  pm. 
OHomophile  Association  ol  London,  Ontario  (HALO),  649 
ColborneSt,  N6A  3Z2.  (519)433-3762.  Cottee  House:  Sun 
and  Mon.  7-10  pm.  Disco/Bar:  FriandSat,  9  pm 
-1:30  am. 

OMetropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  4724,  Sin  D, 
N5W  5L7.  Services  Sun.  7  pm  at  Unitarian  Church,  29  Vic- 
toria St.  Singspiration  7: 15  pm.  services  7:30  pm. 
aWestern  Gay  Association,  c/o  University  Community 
Centre,  University  ol  Western  Ontario.  (519)679-6423. 

Mississauga/ Brampton 

OGEM:  Gay  Community  Outreach.  Box  62,  Brampton 

L6V  2K7. 

OGayline  West,  (416)  453-G6C0.  Peer  counselling. 

Niagara  Region 

OGayline.  (416)  354-3173. 
OGay  Unity  Niagara.  Box  692,  Niagara  Falls  L2E  61/5. 
OGay  Trails,  lor  lesbians  and  gay  men  who  enjoy  hiking. 
Day  and  overnight  trips  planned.  Visitors  welcome.  Write 
Gay  Trails.  Box  1053,  Main  PO,  St  Catharines,  L2R  7 A3,  or 
call  (416)  685-643 1  before  9  am. 

North  Bay 

OCaring  Homosexuals  Association  ol  North  Bay  (CHANB). 

Box  649.  Callander  POH  1H0.  (705)476-3080. 

Ottawa 

ODignity/Ottawa/Digniti.  Box  2102.  StnD.  K1P5W3. 

OGay  People  at  Carteton.  c/o  CUSA,  Carlelon  University. 

Formoreinlo.  call (613) 237-1717. 

OGays  ot  Ottawa/Gais  de  I'Outaouais,  Box  2919,  Stn  D. 

KIP  5W9.  GO  Centre.  175  LisgarSt:  open  7:30  -  10:30pm 

Mon-Thu.  Thu:  lesbian  drop-m,  8 pm:  Fri:  social.  7:30 

-1  am:  Sal:  women's  night,  7:30pm  -  1  am:  Sun:  AA  Live 

&  Lei  Live  group,  8  pm.  Oayline:  (613)  238- 1717  Mon-Fri 

7:30-  10:30  pm,  recording  other  times.  Office:  (613) 

233-0152. 

OGay  Youth  Ottawa/ Hull/ Jeunesse  Gai(e)  d' Ottawa/ Hull. 

For  info  call  or  write  Gays  ol  Ottawa.  Meeling/drop-in.  Wed 

8pm.  175  LisgarSt 

OIntegrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  Iriends,  St  George's 

Anglican  Church,  152  Metcalfe  SI,  K2P  1N9.  (613) 

235-2516  (9  am -5  pm  weekdays).  Meeting  and  Eucharist 

every  2nd  and  4th  Wed  ol  month.  7:30  pm.  at  St  George 's 

Church. 

OLesbiennes  et  gais  du  campus/ Lesbians  and  Gays  on 

Campus,  c/o  SFUO.  85  rue  Hasley  Street.  KIN  6N5. 

OParents  ot  Gays,  Box  9094,  K16  318. 

Peterborough 

I  \Gays  of  Trent  and  Peterborough,  262  Rubidge  St, 
K9J  3P2.  (705)  742-6229. 

Sudbury 

OSudbury  Lesbians  and  Gays  (SLAG).  Box  395.  Sin  B. 
P3E  4P6  (705)675-5711 
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Thunder  Bay 

^Northern  Women's  Centre.  316  Bay  SI.  P7B  1S1.  (807) 

345-7802. 

DGays  of  Thunder  Bay  (GTB),  Box  2155.  P7B  5E8.  (807) 

345-8011.  Wed  and  Fri  7:30-9:30  pm.  Recording  other 

times 

Toronto 

For  mlormation  on  groups  in  Toronto.  chect<  Itie  Community 
section  in  Out  in  The  City 

Windsor 

OGayAA.  (519)258-7967 

OIntegrity/Gay  Anglicans  and  their  Mends,  c/o  Box  7002. 
Sandwict)  Postal  Sta.  N9C  3Y6.  (519)  973-4957 
OLesbian  and  Gay  Students  on  Campus  (LGSC).  c/o 

Students '  Activities  Council.  Univ  ol  Windsor. 
(519)  973-4957.  Rap  sessions  weekly. 
DWindsor  Gay  Unity,  Box  7002.  Sandwich  Postal  Stn. 
N9C  3Y6.  Gayline:  (519)  973-4957 


QUEBEC 


Charlevoix 

OAssociation  pour  les  droits  des  gais  de  Charlevoix 
(ADGC).  CP724.  Clermont,  Comte  de  Charlevoix.  GOT  ICO. 
(418)439-2080. 

Hull 

DAssociation  Gaie  de  I'Ouest  QuiMcois  (AGOQ).  CP 1215. 
Succ  B.  J8X  3X7  (819)  778-1737. 

Lennoxville 

OGay  students' Alliance  (GSA),  Box  631,  Bishop's  Univer- 
sity/Champlain  Regional  College.  JIM  1Z7. 

Montreal 

OAide  aux  travesties  et  transsexuelles  du  Quebec.  CP  363. 
Succ  C.  H2L  4K3.  (514)  521-9302 
OAlpha  Kira  Fraternity,  CP  153.  Succ  Victoria.  H3Z  2V5. 
OAssociation  communautaire  homosexuelle  de  I'Universite 
de  Montreal,  3200.  rueJean-Bnllant.  Local  1279.  Pav 
Lionel  Groulx  des  sciences  sociales.  Universite  de  Mon- 
treal. H3T  1N8.  (514)  737-0553,  lundisetjeudis.  12h00a 
15h00. 

OAssociation  des  bonnes  gens  sourds,  CP  764,  Succ  ft, 
H2S  3M4. 

DAssociation  pour  les  droits  de  la  communauti  gaie  du 
Quebec  I ADGQ),  CP36.  SuccC.  H2L  4J7.  Bureau:  263  est 
rue  Sainte-Calherine.  2eetage.  (514)843-8671. 
CThe  Capables.  Box 966.  SuccH.  H3G2M9.  (514) 
486-4404.  Support  group  lor  bisexual  men. 
OCollective  du  triangle  rose,  CP471,  SuccLaSalle.  Vitle 
LaSalle.  H8X  3V4. 

DComiti  de  soutien  aux  accuses  de  Truxx,  a/sl217  rue 
Crescent.  H3G  2B1.  (514)866-2131. 
CContact-t-nous,  gay  VD  service,  information  and  reierral. 
(514)861-6753. 

VjDignity/tAontreal,  Newman  Centre.  3484  rue  Peel. 
H3A  1W8.  (514)  392-6741. 

DEglise  Communautaire  de  Montreal,  Montreal  Community 
Church,  CP610.  SuccNDG.  H4A  3R1.  (514)845-4471. 
HFederation  canadienne  des  transsexuels,  16  rue  Viau, 
VaudreuilJ7V  1A7. 

UFemmes  gaies  a  I'ecoute.  (514)  933-5789. 
UGaHcoule,  ligne  telephonique  pour  francophones. 
1900h-2300h  tous  les  soirs.  (514)  937-1447  (hommes). 
933-5789  (lemmes). 

.  Gay  Health  Clinic,  Montreal  Youth  Clinic/Clinique  des 
Jeunes  de  Montreal,  3465  Peel  Street.  H3A  1X1.(5 14) 
842-8576.  General  practice.  Mon-Fri.  9-5  pm:  open  until  8 
pmMon&  Fri  only.  Closeddaily  12:30-1.30pm 
.Gay Into,  CP610.  SuccNDG.  H4A  3R1.  (514)486-4404. 
Thu  and  Fri,  7- 1 1  pm.  Recorded  message  other  times. 
[IGayline,  (514)  931-8668  or  931-5330.  7  days  a  week, 
7-11  pm. 

HGay  Men  and  Women  ol  McGill,  University  Centre,  Rm 
408.  3480  rue  McTavish.  H3A  1X9  Meets  Thu.  7:30  pm. 
Rm  425 

CiGay  Social  Services  Project,  5  rue  Weredale  Pk,  West- 
mount  H3Z  1Y5.  (514)937-9581 
DGay  Women's  Into  Line.  (514)  931-5330. 
Olntegrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends,  c/o  305  ave- 
nue Willibrord.  Verdun  H4G  2T7  (514)  766-9623 
IMambda  Youth,  c/o  The  Yellow  Door.  3625Aylmer,  H2X 
2C3  Meets  Fa  evenings. 

HLesbian  and  Gay  Friends  of  Concordia,  c/oCUSA,  Con- 
cordia University.  1455  boul  de  Maisonneuve  ouest. 
H3C  IMS  (514)879-8406  Office  307-2070  MacKay. 
open  1-4  pm  weekdays  /Meetings  Thu  at  4  pm  in  room 
H-333-6 

nUbrairie  I' Androgyne/ Androgyny  Bookstore.  3642  boul 
SI  Laurent.  2nd  floor.  H2X2V4.  (514)842-4765. 
I  \Ugue  Lambda  Inc.  CP701.  SuccN,  H2X  2N5.  Info: 
(514)843-5889 

iNaches:  Montreal's  Gay  Jewish  Group,  CP298,  Succ  H 
H3G  2K8  (514)488-0849 

I  Parents  olGays,  a/s  CP610.  Succ  NOG,  H4A  3R1.  (514) 
486-4404 

Pro-cathidrale  du  disciple  bien-aimi,  4376  de  la  Roche 
H2J  3J I  (514)  279-538 1  ou  525-5245. 

Productions 88,  CP  188.  SuccC,  H2L  4K1   Television 
programme  Cite  i  cdte.  Mon  10  pm  and  Thu  1 1  pm.  Chan- 
nel 9  Radio  program  on  CIBLFM.  104  5  MHz.  Wed  7  30 
pmandonCINO-FM.  102  3  MHz.  Thu  10 am 

La  Rumeur  des  Berdaches,  radio  programme.  Mon  I6h. 
CINQ  ml.  102.3.  andMon20h.  CIBLmf,  104.5  2389  rue 
de  Bordeaux.  H2K3Z1 

Travesties  i  Montriat,  social  support  for  transvesliles. 
CP  153.  Succ  Victoria.  H3Z  2V5  (514)486-4404  (Thu and 
Fri  only) 

United  Church  Gays  of  Quebec.  CP471,  SuccLaCile. 
H2W  2N9 

Women's  Inlormabon  and  Reierral  Centre,  3585  rue 
Sainl-Urbain.  H2X  2N6  OpenMonFii.  9  am  to  5  pm.  Tue5 
pmto9pm  (514)842-4781 


Quebec 

OCentre  Homophile  d'Aide  et  de  Liberation  (CHAL).  CP 

596.  Succ  Haute-Vitle.  G1R4R8.  Bureau:  175 rue Prince- 
Edouard  (418)525-4997. 

CGroupe  gai  de  I'Universite  Laval  (GGUL),  CP2500.  Pavil- 
ion Lemieux.  Cite  universitaire.  Ste-Foy.  G1K  7P4. 
\ZLe  Groupe  Unigailnc.  CP  152.  Succ  Haute-Ville 
G1R  4P3.  Social  and  cultural  activities. 
nt  Heure  Gaie.  Pavilion  De  Koninck.  Cite  Universitaire. 
Sainle-Foy.  Radio  program  CKRL-FM.  89. 1  MHz.  Thu 
7  pm. 

OLigue  Mardi-Gai.  (418)  524-2219.  Richard  Huot. 
OParoisse  Saint-Robert  (Eglise  cathotique  eucharistique). 
685.  Cote  Franklin.  G1M  2L9  (418)688-5564 
UTelegai.  (418)522-2555.  Gay  info.  Tue-Sat,  7-11  pm 
Recorded  message  other  times. 

Sherbrooke 

DL'A  ssociation  pour  I  'epanouissement  de  la  communaute 
gaiedel'Estrie(ACGE).  CP  1374.  J1H  5L9. 


NEW  BRUNSWICK 

Fredericton 

OFredericton  Lesbians  and  Gays  (FLAG).  Box  1556.  Stn  A. 
(506)  457-2156. 

Moncton 

^Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Box  2362.  Stn  A. 
Etc  8J3. 

Western  NB 

UHorthern  Lambda  Nord,  Box  990.  Caribou.  Maine  04736 
USA.  Serving  Western  NB  and  Northern  Maine  (Mada- 
waska/Victoria/Carlton.  NB:  Temiscouata.  Quebec:  and 
Aroostook.  Maine).  (207)  496-0188 


NOVA  SCOTIA 

Halifax 

OThe  Alternate  Bookshop.  1588  Barrington  St.  2nd  fir 
Mailing  address:  Box  276.  Stn  M.  B3J  2N7.  (902) 
423-3830.  If  busy,  422-4545 
OGay  Alliance  tor  Equality  Inc  (GAE),  Box3611.  Halifax 
South  Postal  Stn.  B3J  3K6  (902)  429-4294. 
DGay  Artists  Musicians  Entertainers  Society  (GAMES)  of 
Atlantic  Canada.  Box  3611.  South  Stn.  B3J  3K6. 
OGayline  (902)  429-6969,  Mon-Wed,  7-9 pm,  Thu-Sat. 
7-10  pm.  Information,  referrals  and  peer  counselling.  Oper- 
ated by  GAE 

OGay  Youth  Society  olHalilax.  Forinlormation,  call  Gayline 
or  422-4545  (Mon). 

OGays  and  Lesbians  at  Dalhousie  (GLAD),  c/o  Student 
Union  Building.  Dalhousie  University. 
OLesbian  Drop-In.  meets  2nd  and  4th  Fri  ol  month.  1225 
Barrington  St.  Into:  429-4063.  Music  and  conversation. 
OLive  and  Let  Live  Group  (AA).  Box  1234N.  B3K  5H4. 
Gays  welcome.  Meets  Thurs.  8:30pmin Rm21.  5211 
Blowers  St. 

aSparrow,  (Gay  Christians).  Box3611.  South  Postal  Sin. 
B3J  3K6.  Meets  Sun  at  8  pm.  2435  Brunswick  St.  Coffee- 
house every  Sun  at  The  Turret.  9  pm-  1  am.  Call  Gayline  or 
The  Turret  for  into. 

O  The  Turret  Gay  Community  Centre,  1588  Barrington  St 
(902)  423-6814.  Mailing  address:  Box  3611,  Halifax  South 
Postal  Stn,  B3J3K6. 


PUBLICATIONS  i 


ZiAfter  Stonewall,  Box  7763,  Saskatoon,  SK  S7K  4R5. 
OLe  Berdache,  CP36.  Succ  C.  Montreal.  PO  H2L  4J7. 
(514)  843-8671. 

OThe  Body  Politic,  Box  7289.  Stn  A,  Toronto,  ON 
M5W  1X9.(416)977-6320. 

DFLAGmc,  Box  1566.  Stn  A.  Fredericton.  NBE3B  5G2. 
OGay  Niagara  News,  Box  692.  Niagara  Falls.  ON  L2E  6V5. 
OGay  Saskatchewan,  Box  7508,  Saskatoon.  SK. 
OGOInfo,  Gays  of  Otiawa/Gais  de  I'Outaouais,  Box 2919. 
Stn  D.Ottawa.  0NK1P5W9. 
OHave  You  Heard?.  Box  3611.  South  Stn,  Halifax,  NS 
B3J  3K6 

Ojlnternational  Justice  Monthly,  c/oRR4,  Harrow,  ON 
NOR  1G0. 

OLesbians/Lesbiennes,  Box  2531.  StnB.  Kitchener,  ON 
O Making  Waves:  An  Atlantic  Quarterly  lor  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men.  Box  8953.  Station  A.  Halifax.  NS83K  5M6 
iNehMork,  Dept7,  Box  4276.  Stn  A,  Victoria.  BC 
V8X  3X4  (902)381-2225 

Ti  The  Radical  Reviewer  (lesbian/leminist  literary  tabloid). 
PO  Box  24953.  StnC.  Vancouver.  BC.  V5T4E3. 
\  .Sparrow  ol Adantic  Canada,  Atlantic  Christian  Newslet- 
ter. Box  3611.  South  Postal  Stn.  Halilax.  NSB3J3K6 
r  Thunder  Gay.  c/o  Box  2155.  Thunder  Bay.  ON. 
I   VGCCNews.  Vancouver  Gay  Community  Centre  Society. 
Box  2259.  MPO,  Vancouver.  BC  V6B  3W2.  (604) 
253- 1258 
Wilde  Times.  Sox  2221.  Winnipeg  MB.  R3C  3R5 


Network  is  TBP's  listing  ol  gay  groups  in  Canada 
and  Quebec  whicti  primarily  direct  themselves 
toward  alleviating  or  struggling  against  gay  oppres- 
sion II  's  also  a  way  to  let  people  in  your  pari  ol  the 
country  know  what's  happening,  it's  a  way  to  help 
get  others  involved 

We  'd  like  to  be  able  to  say  more  about  the  kind  ol 
work  your  group  is  doing,  but  we  can 't  unless  you 
tell  us  Write  with  your  ideas  -  or  simply  lo  inlorm 
us  about  new  listings  or  changes  in  old  ones      to 
Network,  Box  7289,  Sin  A,  Toronto,  0NIVI5W  1X9 


Dr.  Wfflem  H.  Otto 

CLINICAL  PSYCHOLOGIST 


Private  practice  in  individual,  couple 

and  family  therapy  at  44  Jackes  Avenue 

(Yonge  and  St.  Clair  area), 

Toronto,  Ontario  M4T  15E. 

Confidentiality  guaranteed. 
Telephone  962-5328. 


The  Festival 

June26-July5 

The  Conference 

July  1-July  5 


For  more  information: 

Toronto  Gay  Community  Council 

730  Bathurst  St,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  2R4 
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592  Sherbourne  Street 

TORONTO 

Comfortable  Accommodations 

at  Affordable  Prices 

for  Reservations  and  Information 

phone  (416)  921-3142 
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AT  THE  SELBY 

featuring 

the  LONG  BAR  for  Disco 

the  SALCX)N  for  Seated  Carousing 

and 

Bud's  BACKROOM  BAR 

with  Live  Entertainment 

OPEN  WEEKDAYS:  12  noon  to  la.m. 
FRIDAY  and  SATURDAY  nights  disco  till  2  a.m. 

CLOSED  SUNDAYS 

D.J.  spins  the  music  nightly 
in  the  LONG  BAR 
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Chain  smoking  as  your  social  life,  sex  as  what  you  do  in  the 

bathroonn,  and  why  you  'II  never  pick  up  anybody  on  the  beach  again  (until  next  time): 

Dick  Courtney  on  the  art — and  artlessness — of  breaking  up 


Winter  is  most  definite- 
ly here.  Leaves  have 
turned  brown  and 
people  have  stopped 
turning  brown;  street 
wear  has  changed  from  Lacoste  T-shirt, 
jeans,  woolly  socks  and  top-siders  to 
Lacoste  T-shirt,  jeans,  woolly  socks, 
top-siders  and  an  overcoat  (with  option- 
al beard  and  moustache).  You  still  can't 
get  a  reservation  for  the  Hazelton  Lanes 
terrace.  But  the  most  obvious  change  is 
that  many  of  those  exciting  summer 
affairs  have  ended  up  like  your  bathing 
suit  at  Hanlan's  Point  —  on  the  rocks. 

As  the  weather  getS'colder,  so  do 
those  hot,  briefly  clad  water-babies  of 
July.  I  think  this  phenomenon  has 
something  to  do  with  thin  blood,  or 
possibly  insufficient  rest,  but  I'm  not 
sure.  Nonetheless,  what  might  have 
been  perfectly  good  all-weather  relation- 
ships come  to  an  end. 

Having  just  recently  been  ditched 
myself,  I  feel  perfectly  qualified  to  do 
what  I  am  about  to  do  —  that  is,  to 
write  about  how  one  should  not  break 
up  an  affair. 

A  number  of  breaking-up  techniques 
are  implemented  with  some  frequency. 
One  terrible  way  of  finishing  things  is  to 
start  the  discussion  in  a  public  place. 
Paul,  one  friend  I  talked  to,  said  that 
his  favourite  method  is  to  take  his  part- 
ner out  to  dinner;  somewhere  between 
soup  and  coffee,  he  lowers  the  boom. 

"But  what  if  the  guy  goes  crazy?"  I 
asked  "What  if  he  falls  apart  at  the 
table?" 

"Would  you  cry  at  Neighbours?" 
Paul  replied. 

I  argued  with  Paul  quite  vehemently 
at  first.  But  as  I  considered  the  variables 
involved  I  had  to  agree.  I  mean,  think 
of  being  at  some  "spot-de-riche"  on  a 
Saturday  night.  Your  lover  from  last 
year  is  quite  possibly  sitting  a  few  tables 
away  with  his  new  acquisition;  the  bar- 
tender is  smiling  at  you;  there's  a  table 
of  five  highly  attractive  Americans  sit- 
ting right  next  to  you.  Would  you  cry? 
Would  you  throw  your  soggy,  over- 
rated linguini  at  the  guy?  The  gesture 
usually  necessitates  an  exit:  dramatic, 
but  impractical.  You're  already  alone, 
so  why  add  social  suicide  to  your  prob- 
lems? All  you  can  do  is  sit  there  and 
drink. 

Joe  extols  the  virtues  of  peckishness, 
rudeness  and  the  taking-on  of  a  sour 
disposition  as  the  only  way  to  terminate 
a  partnership.  "If  he  feels  like  dancing, 
I'd  rather  bowl,"  Joe  said.  "If  he  wants 
sex,  I  want  to  play.  If  he  wants  the  Car- 
ribean,  then  I'll  take  Sweden  every 
time." 

While  this  technique  has  produced 
some  excellent  results  for  Joe,  he  admits 
to  feeling  at  a  loss  when  he  finds  himself 
with  a  particularly  tolerant  type.  He 
told  me  about  one  experience  with  what 
most  people  would  call  a  saint.  This 
accommodating  spirit  was  finally 
brought  to  the  end  of  his  rope  when,  in 
a  last-ditch  manoeuvre,  Joe  took  to 
wearing  peanut  butter  to  bed  as  an  over- 
night hair  restorer.  "I  still  won't  talk  to 


HOW  NOT  TO  BE  LEFT 
BY  YOUE  LOVER  WHO 
DITCHED  YOU  THREE 

WEEKS  AGO  AND 
DOESN'T  SEEM  TO 

CARE  IF  YOU 

LIVE  OR 


the  bastard,"  Joe  said.  "Do  you  know 
how  long  it  took  to  get  that  crap  out  of 
my  hair?" 

A  third  method  is  the  I'm-just-nol- 
going-to-call-any-more  tactic.  This 
essentially  irresponsible  technique  is  one 
that  many  prescribe  when  "affair 
fatigue"  settles  in.  Its  primary  value  is 
the  saving  of  cost  and  energy:  you  liter- 
ally don't  have  to  do  a  thing.  If  you 
choose  to  follow  this  route,  you  might 
expect  to  receive  one  or  a  number  of  the 
following  responses: 

(a)  threatening  phone  calls; 

(b)  albums  returned  looking  like 
they've  been  whisked  over  with 
heavy-grade  sandpaper; 

(c)  numerous  unattractive  delivery 
boys,  repairmen  and  police  arriving 
en  masse  at  your  door  at  2:47  am; 

(d)  an  article  written  by  your  ex, 
about  being  left,  wherein  your 
character  is  so  thinly  veiled  that  even 
the  mailman  knows  it's  you  and  no 
one  will  speak  to  you  any  more.  (You 
sink  into  deep  depression  and  finally 
die.); 

(ej  your  ex  decides  to  employ  the 
I'm-just-not-going-to-call-any-more 
tactic  on  you. 


For  those  of  you  who  are  experien- 
cing (e),  I  must  warn  you  that  the 
silence,  though  complete,  is  by  no 
means  permanent.  You  can  expect  it  to 
last  for  approximately  five  weeks  or  two 
laundries  —  whichever  comes  first.  At 
this  point  either  or  both  members  of  the 
uncouple  will  realize  that  essential  arti- 
cles of  clothing  are  missing.  Soon  one  of 
you  picks  up  the  phone.  You  will  find 
you  and  your  ex  communicating  like 
gang-busters. 

This  last  tactic,  Ex-communication,  is 
absolutely  the  worst,  the  dumbest,  the 
most  singularly  stupid  way  to  end  a  rela- 
tionship. Yet,  from  my  experience,  it  is 
the  most  commonly  used  method  — 
especially  recently. 

And  what  of  the  psychological /emo- 
tional state  of  the  one  who  has  been 
trashed,  dumped,  ditched?  Being  left  is 
frightening  and  maddening  and  cruel  — 
and  almost  always  unfair.  Friends 
always  want  to  help.  You  go  to  dinner; 
you  go  to  lunch;  you  listen  to  their  con- 
solations. You  hope  you  might  come 
upon  that  single,  simple  maxim  that 
would  dissolve  the  aching  vulnerability. 
There  isn't  one;  it  just  isn't  that  easy. 
You  really  don't  feel  like  you  have  much 


of  anything,  except  stock  footage  for 
your  "worst-days-in-my-life"  epic  — 
which  would  make  Imitation  of  Life 
with  Lana  Turner  look  like  something 
from  the  Ma  &  Pa  Kettle  series. 

One  of  the  worst  elements  of  a  break- 
up is  dealing  with  not  being  part  of  a 
couple  any  more:  you've  got  to  con- 
front that  whole  one-less-egg-to-fry 
thing.  (I  could  never  understand  what 
Burt  Bacharach  meant  in  the  song  "One 
Less  Bell  to  Answer."  Does  he  mean  a 
door  bell?  Would  that  then  translate 
into:  when  you're  not  with  your  lover, 
you're  just  a  ding  without  a  dong?) 

Another  part  of  being  ditched  is  that 
your  have  to  change  the  stories  you've 
been  telling  yourself.  Deprogramming  is 
essential.  And  any  data  that  includes 
terms  such  as  "master  bedroom," 
"quiet  evening  at  home,"  "compro- 
mise," "cozy  deuce  in  the  corner," 
"family  kitchen,"  "babe,"  "honey," 
or  "concession"  must  be  edited  from 
your  immediate  frame  of  reference.  A 
single  person  who  walks  around  think- 
ing couple  thoughts  might  do  something 
both  hasty  and  dangerous. 

Yet  with  all  the  emotional  maladies 
and  traumas  that  are  encountered  in  the 
loss  of  a  lover,  you  can  also  gain  new 
knowledge  of  your  needs  and  wants.  I, 
for  instance,  discovered  that  I  sincerely 
want  love.  I  want  understanding  and 
gentleness.  I  want  tenderness.  I  also 
want  my  blue  cable-knit  sweater. 

If  you  find  yourself  in  this  alone  posi- 
tion, do  yourself  a  favour:  get  busy  do- 
ing something.  For  example,  you  might 
take  a  night  course.  In  that  past  two 
weeks  I  have  visited  no  fewer  than  ten 
institutions  for  part-time  learning.  I've 
realized  two  things:  I  simply  can't  learn 
that  much  and  smoke  at  the  same  time; 
and,  through  my  dizzy  and  reckless 
enrollment  spree,  I've  signed  up  for 
courses  I  know  absolutely  nothing  about. 
For  example,  I've  registered  for  some- 
thing called  Bunraku.  (What  in  hell  is 
Bunraku?  A  type  of  racquet  sport  that 
originated  in  Pakistan  wherein  two  or 
more  players  involve  themselves  in  a 
game  that  substitutes  a  croissant  for  the 
conventional  ball?) 

The  only  way  to  leave  somebody  is  to 
sit  down  and  talk  about  it.  Talk  to  him 
in  a  clear  and  sensitive  manner.  Put  that 
American  Express  card  back,  cancel 
that  reservation,  and  for  God's  sake 
take  that  peanut  butter  out  of  your  hair. 
Admittedly,  there  will  still  be  two 
separate  people  where  once  there  was  a 
couple.  And  the  leftee  must  still  face  the 
fact  that  whichever  way  you  cut  it,  it 
still  comes  up  sad.  But  you  have  to  con- 
front it.  Admit  you're  feeling  lousy. 
Realize  thai  your  social  life  has  been 
reduced  to  chain  smoking  and  what  you 
do  in  the  bathroom. 

In  view  of  this: 

C.WM.  MASCULINE,  attractive,  hot,  into 
music,  movies,  good  limes,  seeks  s;imc  for 
hoi  time.  Some  D,  no  Bunraku.  No  fligh- 
ty self-actualizers,  insensitive  ditchers,  no 
"  I -don't -have-time- for-your-needs- 
now"ers.  no  drugs  or  academics.! 
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We  print  the  articles  that  you  want 
to  read.  We've  got  more  sex,  violence, 
laughs  and  courage  coming  for  1982  — 
but  you  might  miss  out  if  you  don't 
subscribe. 

Send  in  this  card. 

Send  no  money — and  send  it  today. 
We'll  bill  you  later. 

You  won't  miss 
a  single  issue. 
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subscription  begins.  Rates:  Canada,  $10  for  ten  issues; 
International,  $12.50  for  ten  issues.  Delivered  by  second- 
class  mail. 


